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vi PREFACE

French, 3 has been added to the known numbers of
‘Wellington’s sabres, bayonets, and artillerymen, and } or
% to the number of sabres and bayonets only.

It is impossible to answer for the correct spelling of
names of places. Almost every town or river in Spain
and Portugal seems capable of being spelt in half a dozen
different ways.

I beg to express my acknowledgments to Lieutenant-
Colonel W. H. James, for the use of his unpublished
précis, and to Mr. Eden Phillpotts, for a variety of kind
services.

LEWIS BUTLER.
July 18, 1904.



Contents

e O s
PAGR
PREFACE . . . . . . . . v
PART 1
CHAPTER 1
Introductory . . . . . . . 1
CHAPTER 11

State of Europe—Napoleon’s views on Portugal—Treaty of
Fontainebleau—Junot occupies Lisbon—Affairs in Spain
~—Abdication of King Charles—Marshal Murat enters
Madrid—Joseph Bonaparte declared King—The Spaniards
rise against the French—Theatre of War—Forces available
on either side—Operations of Marshal Moncey in Valencia
and of General Dupont in Andalusia—Capitulation of
Baylen—Joseph Bonaparte evacuates Madrid—Operations
in Catalonia and Aragon—Operations of Bessiéres on the
line of communications—His victory at Rio Seco . . 14

CHAPTER III

A deputation from the Asturias appeals to England—England
eagerly responds—Her lack of forethought and statesman-
ship—Description of the geography of the Peninsula . 4

vii



viii CONTENTS
CHAPTER IV

Sir Arthur Wellesley appointed to command a British force in
the Peninsula—Choice of lines of operation—Wellesley
lands in Mondego Bay and advances upon Lisbon—Fight
at Roriga—Battle of Vimeiro—Arrival of Sir H. Dalrymple
—Convention of Cintra

CHAPTER V

Views of Napoleon on the situation—Assembly of his troops—
He arrives in Spain—Forces the Somosierra— Enters
Madrid .

CHAPTER VI

The British army assembled under Sir H. Dalrymple—Sir J.
Moore appointed to command a force in Spain-—He crosses
the Portuguese frontier—His difficulties—Hears of the fall

" of Madrid—Forms his junction with Sir D. Baird—Advances
against the enemy’s line of communications—Attacked by
Napoleon—Retreate—Ba.ttle of Corunna—Moore’s death-—
Comments . .

PART II

CHAPTER VII

State of the French forces—8iege and capture of Saragossa—
Soult invades Portnga.l—Captnres Oporto—Opemtxons of
Victor .

CHAPTER VIII

8ir J. Cradock takes command in Portugal—Is superseded by
Sir A. Wellesloy—State of the British forces—Wellesley
advances on Oporto—Passage of the Douro—8oult driven
from Portugal—Misconduct of British soldxers—Qnmel
between Soult and Ney .

PAGHE

75

181

148






x CONTENTS
CHAPTER XV
Occupation of the Lines of Torres Vedras

CHAPTER XVI
Masséna retires—Takes up a position about Santarem .

CHAPTER XVII

Soult advances in order to co-operate with Masséna—Captures
Olivenza—Defeats Mendizabel on the Gebora—Masséna’s
difficulties—Retreats—Pursued by Wellington—Sufferings
of both armies—Fall of Bada]oz—Masséna continues his
retreat .

CHAPTER XVIII

Fight at Sabugal—Masséna evacuates Portugal—Wellington’s

CHAPTER XIX

Affairs in the south—Battle of Barossa—Fall of Campo Mayor
—Recaptured by Beresford, who then advances to the
Guadiane—Crosses the river . . .

PART IV
THE FRONTIER FORTRESSES

CHAPTER XX

Difficulties of the rival Commanders—Advance of Masgséna—
Battle of Fuentes d’'Onoro—Retreat of the French—Escape
of Brennier from Almeida — Masséna superseded by
Marmont

CHAPTER XXI

Beresford besieges Bada)oz—Battle of Albuera—Hill relieves
Beresford .

PAGE

826

881

872

887



List of Sketch Maps

GENERAL Map or SpaiN AND PorruGAL . Facing title page

PAGE

Tae BaTTLE OF VIMEIRO . . . . . 78
S A. WELLESLEY'S MARCH TO VIMEIRO . Facing 74
Tee BarTLe oF CORUNNA . . . . . 125

OreraTIONs IN PorTUua@aL, Marce-May, 1809 . Facing 176

THE BATTLE OF TALAVERA. . . . . 201
WELLESLEY'S ROUTE T0 TALAVERA . . Facing 220
Tae BarrLE oF Busaco . . . . . 303
TeE Lines oF TorRREs VEDRAS . . . . 319
DereNce oF PorTuGcar, 1810-11 . . . Facing 363
Tae MaArcH T0~BABOSSA, MarcH, 1811 . . . 381
Tre CouNTRY ABOUT FUENTES D'ONORO . . Facing. 400
TEE BATTLE OF ALBUERA. . . . on 414









2 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

advantages were indeed diminished by the jog which
Portugal takes out of her territory and coast-line, and by
the loss of Gibraltar. Lisbon,in the hands of an enemy,
interposes between the arsenals of Ferrol and Cadiz, as
Gibraltar does between the latter and Cartagena. But
there was great compensation in the extent of her
territory, in her peninsular formation, and in the difficult
character of her only Continental frontier, the Pyrenees.
Her position is defensively very strong; and whenever
events make France the centre of European interest as
they did in 1798, and as the genius of that extraordinary
country continually tends to make her, the external action
of Spain becomes doubly interesting. So far as natural
advantages go, her military situation at the opening of
the French Revolution may be defined by saying that she
controlled the Mediterranean, and baffled the flank and
rear of France by land. Despite Gibraltar, her action
was to determine whether the British navy should or
should not enter the Mediterranean ; whether the wheat
of Barbary and Sicily should reach the hungry people of
Southern France; whether the French fleet should have
Toulon ; whether the French army could advance against
the Germans and Piedmont, feeling secure as to the
country behind it, then seething with revolt. The
political condition of Italy divided, like Germany, into
many petty States, not unlike Germany in having no
powerful centre around which to gather, left to Spain,
potentially, the control of the Mediterranean.”

Of the two peoples inhabiting the Peninsula, Portugal
at the period of the French Revolution had, for a century
and a half, been the traditional ally of Great Britain.
Spain, on the other hand, had for a much longer period
been uniformly hostile to England, and usually closely
connected with France. The execution of Louis XVI.,
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during the period that Spain and England were in
alliance, and none of which afforded any pretext for
the horrors of war. The manifesto was replied to by
Mr. Canning in a long-winded document, which, if
shorn of three-fourths of its contents, might have been
impressive.

“The alliance of Spain and Holland with France,”
observes Mahan,* ‘ much increased the difficulties of
Great Britain by throwing open their colonial ports to
French privateers. The extensive sea coasts of Cuba
and Haiti became alive with them. In 1807 it was
estimated that there were from two to three hundred
depending upon those two islands and unfitted from their
size to go far from them.” In spite, however, of this dis-
advantage, the first-fruits of the declaration of war were
the loss to Spain of the large West Indian island of
Trinidad, which, together with four ships of the line, was
captured by General Abercromby in February, 1797. At
almost exactly the same time a still heavier misfortune
awaited Spain in Europe. Admiral Sir John Jervis,
cruising with fifteen sail of the line in the neighbourhood
of Cape St. Vincent, encountered and decisively defeated
a Spanish fleet almost double in number, destroying by
his victory the last shred of prestige attaching to the
naval power of Spain.

Minorca was captured by Sir Charles Stuart in 1798,
but after this event the war to some extent languished.
Spain was no more than an appanage of France, and so
little was the Court actuated by feelings of hostility to
England, that, in 1799, the Spanish Prime Minister, feel-
ing that a delay in the payment of the army and other
public servants might bring on a revolution, which would
give France the excuse of invading Spain in the guise of

* ¢ Influence of the Sea Power upon the French Revolution,”
vol. i. p. 120.
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cation with the fleet more than doubtfal. When
questioned on these matters by Abercromby, Lord Keith,
the British admiral, equivocated ; but on being pressed,
he finally acknowledged the real facts of the case; where-
upon Sir Ralph, very rightly, took upon himself the
responsibility of abandoning the enterprise. Keith had
not been straightforward in the matter, but the principal
blame must rest with the British Government which,
with its customary lack of forethought, had not taken the
trouble to consider whither the landing of so large a force
could, with reasonable probability, be effected; had pro-
vided no special appliances, such as boats of light draught
for the service; and had selected the most dangerous
season of the year for the operation. Abercromby then
sailed for Egypt, while Pulteney, with that portion of the
troops—nearly half of the Army—which had been enlisted
for service in Europe only, returned to Lisbon, to visit
the Portuguese, whose fortunes it is now time to review.
During the campaign of 1793 Portuguese troops had
co-operated with the Spaniards in the Pyrenees, but in
the subsequent treaty of peace between France and Spain
Portugal did not participate. In 1796, after the conclu-
sion of the alliance between the two first-named Powers,
Portugal had reason to believe that her independence was
threatened by the confederates; and Great Britain ac-
cordingly directed Sir John Jervis to cruise at the mouth
of the Tagus in case of an attack upon Lisbon. A mili-
tary force, consisting of the 12th Light Dragoons, 600
strong, the 1st, 50th, and 51st regiments from Corsica
(each 600), with seven foreign battalions (4,324), and a
few artillerymen, 6,828 in all, was despatched to Portugal
under Lieut.-General Sir Charles Stuart, and being joined
in January, 1797, by the 18th Royal Irish Regiment,
formed a welcome reinforcement to the Portuguese army.
Yet the Government at Lisbon had made no preparations
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averse to a French alliance. The first, consisting of the
King (Charles IV.), the Queen, and her favourite, one
Emanuel Godoy, formerly a private soldier in the Royal
Guard, who at the conclusion of the late war with France
had received the title of Prince of the Peace, wielded the
executive power, swayed alternately by dread of their
northern neighbour and fear of their countrymen. The
nobles of Spain, & haughty, overbearing, but, generally
speaking, incapable set of grandees, mainly actuated by
jealousy of Godoy, and ready to take the side of the
French in hopes of thereby getting rid of the Prince,
formed the second party; while the third was made up of
the peasantry, who, wild, impulsive, ignorant, yet more
truly patriotic than either the sovereign or the nobility,
feared and hated the French, but cherished & hope that
the diffusion of the principles of political liberty, so loudly
boasted by the latter, might under Bonaparte's influence
do something to relieve them from the tyranny of the
governing classes.

It was partly the secret dislike felt by all classes
towards the French Republic that animated Godoy in
his request already mentioned, for the services of a
British frigate, in 1799, and the same feeling now
prompted him to come to a clandestine understanding
with Portugal, the consequence of which was that when,
in the month of May 1801, a Spanish army of 30,000
men entered Portugal, it met with no resistance, and in
a fortnight’s time preliminaries of peace were signed at
Abrantes. By the terms of the Treaty the ports of Por-
tugal were closed to English trade, but of actual territory
the outlying town of Olivenza only was ceded to Spain.
General Bonaparte was not, however, a person to be
trifled with by any one, least of all by a despised Spaniard.
He refused to ratify the treaty, and his Army of Observa-
tion, which had already reached Ciudad Rodrigo from
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CHAPTER 1I

State of Europe—Napoleon’s views on Portugal—Treaty of Fontaine-
bleau—Junot occupies Lisbon—Affairs in Spain—Abdication of
King Charles—Marshal Murat enters Madrid—Joseph Bonaparte
declared king—The Spaniards rise against the French—Theatre
of war—Forces available on either side—Operations of Marshal
Moncey in Valencia, and of General Dupont in Andalusia—
Capitulation of Baylen—Joseph Bonaparte evacuates Madrid—
Operations in Catalonia and Aragon—Operations of Bessiéres on
the line of communications—Victory of Rio Seco.

HE Treaty of Tilsit, signed in July, 1807, left
Napoleon free to carry out his designs against
England. Russia, Austria, Prussia, those arrogant army-
millionaires of the present day, were compelled to follow
humbly the French Emperor’s triumphal car and to join
in the hostile combination against Great Britain in
whom alone they could hope for emancipation from
their thraldom. Spain and Portugal had, as we have
seen, already sided—nominally at least— against her.
Holland and Italy were nothing more than provinces
of France; while of the other European States, Denmark
had long been passively, and from force of circumstances
was now actively, hostile to England; and Sweden,
hitherto our faithful ally, found it eventually impossible
to hold aloof from the coalition. Sicily, it is true, was
occupied by our troops amid the enthusiasm of its in-
habitants ; but Queen Caroline, the master-spirit of the
Court—accurately described by Napoleon as the basest of
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necessary to handle the subject with the greatest delicacy,
and his first movements were calculated to allay the sus-
picions of Spain by inducing her to act in concert with
himself, for the promotion of his more immediate designs
against Portugal.

‘ Portugal,” observed Napoleon, ‘‘ is nothing more than
a province of England.” In the sense in which he made
it the remark was just. Her policy was largely dictated
by England ; her harbours were open to British vessels;
her commerce was upheld by British merchants. As
early as the spring (at all events) of 1806, the partition of
Portugal had been decided on. A French force, termed
‘“the Army of the Gironde,” had been assembled at
Bayonne, for the invasion of Portugal. The British
Government, fully aware of the fact, sent General S8imcoe
and Lord Rosslyn to warn the Portuguese Court. The
latter affected to disbelieve the information. The Jena
campaign called away the Army of the Gironde, and for
the time being the danger passed away. On the con-
clusion of the Treaty of Tilsit, Napoleon reverted at once
to, and—under the title of the Treaty of Fontainebleau
—confirmed his project of the preceding year. The
provisions of the treaty which were kept secret were as
follows :—The House of Bragan¢a to be expelled. The
kingdom to be divided into three portions: of which
one, the Entre Minho e Duero, was to be given to the
King of Etruria in exchange for the kingdom of which he
had been dispossessed. The southern provinces of the
Alemtejo and Algarves were to form a principality for
Godoy, and the remainder of Portugal to be held by
- France until & general peace, when it was to be exchanged
against British colonial conquests.

In order to carry out the provisions of this treaty it
was agreed that France should employ 3,000 Cavalry and
25,000 Infantry; Spain an equal amount of Cavalry,
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It was on the 30th of November that this ‘remnant
of an army” entered Lisbon. The Royal Family had
already fled. Embarked under British escort, their
ships were even at this moment clearing the mouth of
the Tagus en route for Brazil. Junot thereupon took
over the government of Portugal thus deserted by its
sovereign ; but, swift as had been his march, he had
arrived too late to attain the chief object of his master.
Under the auspices of Admiral Sir Sydney Smith, com-
manding the British squadron off the Tagus, the Portu-
guese fleet, consisting of eight ships of the line and three
frigates, had already been withdrawn, and was out of
reach of the French. But the property of the British
merchants was confiscated, the Tricolour was hoisted,
and the whole country—not the central provinces only—
was by degrees administered in the name of the French
Emperor. Junot, through his Chief of the Staff, now set
himself to consolidate his forces and strengthen his posi-
tion. He had met with no resistance on his march, but
the Portuguese soon began to show a spirit of insurrec-
tion, and, among other precautionary measures, the
French commander despatched 9,000 of the Portu-
guese troops to Bayonne. Many died en route and
many others deserted, but about 5,000 were incorporated
in Napoleon’s armies, and part served against their
country during the ensuing war.

Meantime affairs in Spain had been rapidly approach-
ing a crisis. The proclamation of the Prince of the
Peace already noted had warned Napoleon that his
alliance with Spain by no means secured him from her
attack, and among the secret articles of the Treaty of
Tilsit, to which he had already procured the Czar’s assent,
was one for the overthrow of the Spanish as well as the
Portuguese dynasty. The stipulation seems to have been
drawn up rather as a measure of precaution in case of
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Army Corps, each of about 20,000 men, commanded
respectively by General Dupont and Marshal Moncey.
By the strict terms of the treaty this army, intended
as & support to Junot, was not to be moved across the
frontier without the consent of the King of Spain. No
such consent appears to have been received, but, on the
other hand, no protest was made, and it is not unfair to
infer that the advance was made with the tacit approval
of the king and his minister. ‘‘ Receive the French well ;
they are our friends,” was the answer of Godoy to the
officials of the northern provinces, who asked for
instructions.

The intrigues of Ferdinand against his father resulted
in the trial of his confidants. They were acquitted in
January, 1808, but by this time Napoleon had thoroughly
convinced himself of the worthlessness of both father
and son, and had determined to solve the difficulty by
the annexation of the Spanish provinces north of the
Ebro. By stratagem the French troops got possession
of the important fortress of Pampeluna. A third Corps
—unauthorised by the Convention—under General
Duhesme, consisting of 1,600 Cavalry, 11,000 Infantry
and 18 guns, crossed the eastern spurs of the Pyrenees
early in February, 1808, and by treachery made them-
selves masters of Barcelona and Figueras. Karly in
March, St. Sebastian was given up to the French in
accordance with orders from the Prince of the Peace,
who felt that it was now too late to resist ; and the
four most important fortresses of Northern Spain being
now in his hands, Napoleon proposed the cession of the
above-named provinces in exchange for Portugal. Godoy
actually consented, but recalled his despatch and advised
Charles IV. to quit Spain and embark for America.
The preparations for the king’s departure however raised
a tumult among the populace at Aranjuez and Madrid.
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they become seriously alarmed for their privileges and
their existence they will raise an unending war. At
present I have many partisans among them ; if I show
myself as a conqueror I shall soon cease to have any.
The Prince of the Peace is detested because they accuse
him of having given up Spain to France: that is the cry
which led to the usurpation of Ferdinand; but for it the
popular party would have been the least formidable. The
Prince of the Asturias has none of the qualities essential
for the chief of a nation; that want however will not
prevent them, in order to oppose us, from making him a
hero. I have no wish to use violence to that family; it
is never expedient to render oneself odious and to inflame
hatred. Spain has about 100,000 men in arms; less
would suffice to sustain an internal war; scattered over
several points they might succeed in effecting the total
overthrow of the Monarchy. . . . The persons who see
the monstrous state of the government in its true light
are & small minority; the great majority profit by its
abuses. Consistently with the interests of my Empire I
can do infinite good to Spain. What are the best means
of attaining that object? . . . It is difficult to re-establish
Charles IV. His rule and that of his favourite have
become 80 unpopular they could not stand three months.
Ferdinand again is the enemy of France; it is because
he is 80 that they have put him on the throne. To keep
him there would be to assist those factions who for
twenty-five years have wished the subjugation of
France. . . . I think we should precipitate nothing,
and take counsel for future events. I do not approve of
your taking possession so precipitately as you have done
of Madrid ; you should have kept the army ten leagues
from the capital. Your entry into Madrid, by exciting
the alarm of the Spaniards has powerfully supported
Ferdinand. . . . I bave not fixed upon a course.






24 WELLINGTON'S: OPERATIONS

into collision with the French troops. Nine days later,
on the occasion of the attempted departure from Madrid
of Don Antonio and Don Francis, the last members of
the Royal Family, the popular fury burst forth. Every
Frenchman found in the streets was massacred. Murat
with two battalions, the only infantry immediately
available, marched through the city to quell the tumult,
and was received with grape shot. Messengers were
sent in hot haste to the camps nearest to the capital
for assistance. The cavalry of the Imperial Guard
and a division of Dragoons from Buen Retiro arrived
at a gallop. Galled by a fire from the neighbouring
houses, every window of which was occupied by sharp-
shooters, the squadron advanced through the streets and
sent the mob flying in all directions. Napier states
that no Spanish soldiers took part in the riot. Marbot,
who was present, avers that thousands of them were
engaged. Under the circumstances the French must be
said to have behaved with conspicuous moderation. Only
120 Spaniards lost their lives in the affray, inclusive of
forty men who suffered by military execution after
tranquillity had been restored, while of the French
upwards of 500 were killed.

It is now time to return to Ferdinand, whom we left
travelling to meet the Emperor. On reaching Burgos
and finding that Napoleon had not yet arrived, he went
on to Vittoria, and thence, not unwillingly yet under some
compulsion, for he was now surrounded by Napoleon’s
officers, to Bayonne, where he arrived about the 20th of
April. His father had preceded him by & few hours, and
had been received with honours due to royalty. Ferdi-
nand was treated with civility by the Emperor, and
offered the kingdom of Etruria, but informed that he
could not be recognised as King of Spain. He refused to
resign his pretensions, and for some days negotiations
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succession of unforeseen circumstances would seem to be
pretty.correct. The time had not so long passed since
France had been encircled by European armies, and his
patriotism compelled Napoleon to do all in his power to
secure his country from invasion in the future. On the
northern and western frontiers his preparations were
complete. It only remained to organise matters on a
sound basis in the south. That he enormously miscal-
culated the strength of popular feeling in Spain must of
course be admitted ; and also that he might have attained
his object (as indeed he himself owned at a later date) by
acceding to Ferdinand’s wishes and allowing him to
remain on the throne as his puppet. Yet it cannot be
denied that he offered the Spaniards a really good govern-
ment, such & one as they never had before or since.
‘What he could not understand was that a community
may prefer the tyranny and oppression in which it has
been brought up, to the benefits of a government, how-
ever good, to which it is unaccustomed.

The example of Madrid was quickly followed through-
out almost the whole land. It was in vain that the
Council of Castille, and the governing Junta, declared
that their choice of a monarch had fallen upon Joseph
Bonaparte. It was to no purpose that the selection was
- confirmed and Napoleon’s Constitution accepted by an as-
sembly of the notables of Spain at Bayonne in the middle
of June. Riots broke out in all parts of the kingdom,
and as the clergy and populace were actuated less by
patriotism than by a sense of disappointed vengeance
upon Godoy, anarchy reigned supreme. Under the cloak
of patriotism private revenge was gratified on every side.
Murder was rampant. Many of the purest patriots were
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the purely French element—with the exception of a few
regiments of the Imperial Guard—consisted almost en-
tirely of the latest levy of conscripts, nominally soldiers,
in reality undrilled and undisciplined plough-boys. *This
fact,” observes Napier, ‘“ goes far to explain the otherwise
incomprehensible checks which the invaders met with in
the early stages of the war.”

Each province of Spain had its separate Junta or form
of government, tariff of customs, &c., and Galicia, the
Asturias, and Biscay had certain additional privileges
which rendered them still more independent of any
central authority. The newly-formed Junta of Seville
arrogated to itself the title of the supreme government
‘of Spain and was recognised as such by England, but had
no more real claim to it than any of the other Juntas,
beyond that which the wealth and position of Andalusia
afforded.

Madrid, governed by the Central Council of Castille,
was for the moment the pivot of military operations.
“ There are,” says Napier, “ four principal roads leading
from Spain into France. First, a royal causeway passing
the frontier at Irun runs over San Sebastian, and thence
through a wild country, full of dangerous defiles to the
Ebro; it crosses that river by a stone bridge at Miranda,
goes to Burgos, and then turning short to the left, is
carried over the Douro at Aranda; it surmounts the
Carpentarios by the Somosierra Pass, and then descends
upon the capital.

* 8econd, an inferior road penetrating by St. Jean Pied
de Port, Pampeluna and Tafalla; it crosses the Ebro at
Tudela and enters the basin of Madrid by the eastern
range of the Sierra de Guadalaxera, where the declination
of the mountains presents a less rugged barrier than the
snowy summits of the northern and western parts of the
chain.
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Government of Spain, it became an object of political
importance to the Emperor to crush it. Andalusia was
consequently an appreciable factorin the general situation
as forming & base for the operations of regular troops in
contra-distinction to the insurrectionary efforts chiefly of
the peasantry in other parts of the country; but such
operations would require careful preparation, hence the
danger to the French from Andalusia was not immediately
pressing.”’*

Unfortunately Savary failed to grasp the relative im-
portance of these three points, and Napoleon’s orders,
not being carried out in their entirety, failed to attain
their end.

The forces of the French were disposed as follows :—

1. Corrs oF THE WESTERN PYRENEES.

Marshal Bessitres commanding.

Present
under Arms. Guns.

1st Division: (lst Brigade General Reynaud 8,000 6
General Mouton { 2nd ,, » Rey 2,100 6
st y»  D'Armagnac 1,800
2nd Division: |2nd ,, »  Gaulois - 1,800
General Merle 18rd ,» Sabathier  2,800( 18
4h ,, »  Ducos 2,000
Guard 1 » 1,900 6
Cavalry Division 1,950
Total 17,850 84
Garrison of San Sebastian ss  Thouvenot 1,000
9 Burgos 600
Flying Column, Burgos »  Boneb 1,500 2
» Aranda 1,000 4
» Vittoria »  Monthion 1,600 2
Grand total of Bessiéres’ Corps 238,050 42

* This is Napier's opinion, and, looking at the French position
from the defensive point of view, and in the light of subsequent
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3. THE ARMY OF CATALONIA.
General Duhesme commanding.

1st Division, General Chabran. 2nd Division, General
Lechi.

Comprising 1,600 Cavalry, 11,000 Infantry, and 18 guns.

This Corps (based upon Barcelona, the largest city of
Spain, and defended by two fortresses) was charged with
the duty of maintaining order in Catalonia, and was
supported by a Division, estimated by Napoleon at 9,000
men, commanded by General Reille, operating along the
sea-coast from Perpignan.

Besides the above named, there were the Corps of
Moncey and Dupont, each consisting of three divisions,
and making up (inclusive of about 2,000 men available
from Madrid) a combined total of approximately 8,000
Cavalry, 40,000 Infantry, and 80 guns available for offen-
sive operations in the south and south-west of Spain,
which were forthwith begun, three divisions being how-
ever retained at Madrid by Savary, to strengthen Bes-
siéres or act as reserves.

On the breaking out of the insurrectionary movement
throughout the country, Marshal Moncey, with 10,000
men, was directed upon Cuenca, a central position whence
he could either move to the left, and separate the
Valencian insurgents—a formidable body of 30,000 men
provided with artillery—from those of Aragon, or by
marching to his right intercept the junction of the roads
leading from Valencia and Cartagena upon Madrid.
Hearing, on arrival at Cuenca, of the enemy’s strength
and intention to march to the relief of Saragossa—now
attacked by Verdier—the Marshal determined on the
former course, and seeing prudence in audacity, left a
detachment in Cuenca, and with 8,000 men advanced to
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was furnished by Taranco’s Division which had invaded
the north of Portugal in conjunction with Junot—and
commanded by General Blake, formed a junction at
Benevente with 10,000 men under Cuesta, Captain-
General of Leon and Old Castille. The danger was
pressing. Segovia, a crucial point on the line of commu-
nication, had been left unoccupied. Gobert and Vedel
had been sent to reinforce Dupont; Frere had been
despatched to Requefia. Yet, to use Napoleon’s expres-
sion, “ A check given to Dupont would have a slight
effect ; but & wound received by Bessiéres would give the
army a locked jaw. Not an inhabitant of Madrid, not a
peasant of the valleys, that does not feel the affairs of
Spain are involved in the affairs of Bessiéres.” Realising
at length the imminence of the danger, Savary recalled
Frere from Requefia; Vedel, Gobert, and Dupont from
Andalusia.

To meet the coming attack, Marshal Bessidres concen-
trated every available man and horse at Palencia, muster-
ing a Division of Light Cavalry, two Divisions and a
Brigade of Infantry, having a total strength of 15,000
men and 30 guns. Several courses were open to the
enemy, any of which would have caused annoyance and
embarrassment to the French. Cuesta, like the Khalifa
at Omdurman, selected the one most calculated to ensure
to himself crushing defeat. Leaving 10,000 men at
Benevente, he marched into the flat country with 26,000
regular troops, 18,000 armed peasants, and about 30 guns
to try the effect of & pitched battle. Bessidres at once
advanced to meet him ; struck the Spaniards on the 14th
of July at Medina de Rio Seco and drove them headlong
from the field with the loss of 7,000 men and 18 guns.
The French, whose casualties had been trifling, entered
Benevente on the 16th, and captured vast quantities of
arms and stores recently arrived from England. On the
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mind ; the lives of Dupont and his colleagues, which
would inevitably have been forfeited by senfence of a
court-martial, were spared; and one at least of them,
Vedel, took advantage of the opportunity to show his
gratitude and redeem his character before the fall of the
Empire.
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appears to have been a personal hatred of Napoleon and
& dread of the democratic principles which he represented.
Among the people at large the unexpected resistance of
the Spaniards excited the greatest interest. The arrival,
during the first week in June, 1808, of a deputation from
the Asturias invoking the assistance of England, raised
the general enthusiasm to fever-point. Shortly afterwards
a similar message arrived from the Bishop of Oporto as
representing the insurrection which had by this time
spread to Portugal. A theatre on which a British Army
could distinguish itself seemed at last to have been found,
and the most sanguine hopes, based upon the most shallow
foundation, prevailed among all classes. The indolence
and degeneracy of the Spaniards, the intriguing duplicity
of the Portuguese, and the feeble nature of the insurrection,
on the one hand, and the enormous strength, moral and .
physical, of Napoleon and his armies, on the other, were
alike disregarded. Every statement of & Spaniard, how-
ever ridiculous, was accepted as a gospel truth, while no
calumny against the French, however gross, could be too
great for the credulity of the hearer. For the British
public is totally devoid of the judicial faculty and of the
power of impartial discrimination. Of the laws of evidence
it is profoundly ignorant, and gives credit only to what
falls in with its preconceived ideas.

The fact that Spain and Britain were now at war did
not affect the conduct of the Ministry in the slightest
degree. ‘‘They seemed,” observes Napier, * by their
precipitate measures, to be more afraid of losing the
assistance of the Spaniards than prepared to take the
lead in a contest which could only be supported by the
power and riches of Great Britain. Instead of a states-
man with rank and capacity to establish the influence of
England by judicious counsels and applications of succour,
a number of obscure and inexperienced men were sent to
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chiefs, and by their reports raised erroneous notions as to
the relative situations of the contending forces. Some
exceptions there were, but the Ministers were better
pleased with the sanguine than the cautious, and made
their own wishes the measure of their judgment. Accor-
dingly enthusiasm, numbers, courage, and talent were
gratuitously found for every occasion, and money, arms,
and clothing were demanded incessantly and supplied
with profusion. The arms, however, were generally left
in their cases to rot or fall into the hands of the enemy,
and sometimes they were sold to foreign merchants. The
clothing seldom reached the soldier’s back; the money,
always misapplied, was sometimes embezzled by those
who received it for the nation; more often employed to
forward the private views of the Juntas, to the detriment
of public affairs, and it is a fact that from the beginning
to the end of the war, an English musket was rarely to
be seen in the hands of a Spanish soldier.” *‘ There is,”
says the same author, with fine irony, ‘““a way of con-
ferring a favour which seems like accepting one, and this
secret being discovered by the English Cabinet, the
Spaniards soon demanded as a right what they had at
first solicited as a boon.”

The population of Spain at the period of which we are
speaking, amounted to about 11,000,000; that of Portugal
to about 1,200,000 souls. As regards the configuration of
the Peninsula, ‘‘ the land,” observes Hamley (“ Opera-
tions of War,” part v. ch. i.), “rises from the coast
towards the centre, and the line of the watershed
traverses the country, from south-west in Andalusia to
the north, where it merges in the western extremity of
the Pyrenees. From this spinal ridge ribs of mountain
ranges extend east and west. Between these run the
great streams thrown off by the watershed, mostly to the
westward.
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CHAPTER 1V

iy A. Waellewley appointed to command a British force in the
Vanlnwuls -Choice of Lines of Operation—Wellesley lands in
Mondeyo Bay and advances on Lisbon—Fight at Rorica—
Iinbtle of Vimeiro—Arrival of Sir H. Dalrymple—Convention of
utes,

rl1 1114 deputation from the Asturias arrived in England
. on June 6, 1808. The Cabinet lost no time in
muking up its mind to employ a military force in the
I'aninsula. On the 14th a letter from H.R.H. the Com-
munder-in-Chief appointed Lieutenant-General 8ir Arthur
Wallesley—at that time Chief Secretary for Ireland—
who had just been promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-
({eneral, to the command of the only body of troops
jimmediately available for active service. The letter ran
s follows :—

‘“ Horss GUARDS, June 14, 1808.

‘ 81r,—His Majesty having been graciously pleased to
appoint you to the command of a detachment of his army,
to be employed on a particular service, I have to desire
that you will be pleased to take the earliest opportunity
to assume the command of this force and to carry into
effect such instructions as you may receive from H.M.’s
Ministers. . . . The 8taff appointed to thisforce is composed
a8 follows: Major-General Spencer, Major-General Hill,
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the Peninsula several alternative courses presented them-
selves. Among them were the following :—

‘1. To operate from the east coast based upon Barcelona.
‘“ Barcelona,” observes Napier, ‘ with its immense popu-
lation, great riches, good harbour and strong forts, might
be called the key of the South of France. . .. The
proximity of Sicily where a large British army was kept in &
state of constant preparation, made it more than probable
an English force would reach Barcelons to establish a war
at the threshold of France. Napoleon . . . well knew that
thirty or forty thousand British troops occupying an
intrenched camp in front of Barcelona, supported by a
powerful fleet and having reserved depéts in Sicily and
the Spanish islands might have been so wielded as to
give ample occupation to 150,000 French. Protected by
such an army, the Spanish levies might have been
organised and instructed; their actual numbers could
have been masked, increased, or diminished; the fleet
would have been ready to co-operate, and the South of
France whence the provisions of the enemy must have
been drawn, would have been exposed to descents and
the inconvenience of actual hostilities.” It was for these
reasons that the Emperor had so promptly seized
Barcelona. An attack from the sea would now be con-
sequently a hazardous process : the voyage from England,
for the transport of reinforcements, stores, &c., would be
double the length of that to the mouth of the Tagus, and,
finally, it must be noted that since the Royal Road was
the principal communication with France, operations
from the eastern coast could not ensure the decisive effect
which might be looked for from an advance from the
north or west.

2. To make Cadiz the base of operations and advance
thence against Madrid. This was a favourite project of
the Ministry, was well thought of by Sir John Moore,
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by landing in the neighbourhood of Fuenterrabia and
cutting the enemy from his base at Bayonne. But
although such an operation if practicable would have
enormously increased the difficulties of the French, and,
under certain conditions, might well have had decisive
effect, the hour for it had not yet arrived. The fortresses
of San Sebastian and Pampeluna were in the hands of
the French, and it was that fact which probably led to
the abandonment of the idea, if entertained, for although
subsequent information showed that the French on either
side of the Pyrenees were strong enough to crush any force
that could have been landed, the numbers of the enemy
were enormously underrated in England at this period.
In regard to the selection of a theatre of war or indeed
the carrying out of military operations in any form, the
views of the Government were, however, singularly vague
and undecided. *‘ Spencer,” says Napier (bk. ii. ch. 38),
‘““supposed to be at Gibraltar was directed to repair to
Cadiz and await Sir Arthur’s orders; the latter was per-
mitted to sail under the impression that Spencer was
actually subject to his command, while other instructions
empowered Spencer at his own discretion to commence
operations in the south without reference to Sir A.
Wellesley’s proceedings. Admiral Purvis, who after
Lord Collingwood’s arrival, had no separate command,
was authorised to undertake any enterprise in that
quarter and even to control the operations of Sir Arthur
by calling for the aid of his troops, that General being
enjoined to pay all due obedience to such requisition.
Yet Sir Arthur himself was informed that the accounts
from Cadiz were bad; that no disposition to move either
there or in the neighbourhood of Gibraltar was visible,
and that the Cabinet was unwilling that he should go
southward while the spirit of exertion appeared to reside
more in the northward. Admiral S8ir C. Cotton was
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sprung such projects as the one above. The whole
English force disposable was not much above 30,000
men, and was distributed off Cadiz, off the coast of
Portugal, on the eastern parts of England and in the
Channel. The French in the Peninsula were about
120,000 men, and they possessed all the Portuguese and
most of the Spanish fortresses. The English Army had
no reserve, no fixed plan; it was to be divided and act
upon a double line of operations. The French had a
strong reserve at Bayonne, the Grand French Army of
40,000 veterans was untouched, and ready to succour the
troops in the Peninsula if they required it.

“ Happily this visionary plan was in no particular
followed by the generals entrusted with its execution.
The catastrophe of Baylen marred the great combinations
of the French emperor, fortune drew the scattered divisions
of the English Army together, and the decisive vigour of
8ir Arthur Wellesley sweeping away all those cobweb
projects, obtained all the success the bad arrangements of
the Ministers would permit.”

On the 12th of July, a day memorable in English
history, Sir Arthur Wellesley sailed with the following
troops from Cork Harbour :—

Officers N.C.O’s and Men.
20th Light Dragoons ... ... 18 868
Royal Artillery ... e 14 408
Royal Engineers... (] 12
5th Regiment ... .. 48 1061
gth we e B89 1022
géth ,, . 48 660
88th ,, o 47 1082
40th ,, 47 998
45th e 84 560
60th (5th Battalion) 88 1008
71st Highland ... e .. 88 946
9lst ”" o 40 978
96th (2nd Battalion) 4 Companies 19 427

Total 419 9,478
—
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barkation in Andalusia. Sir Arthur discredited Spencer’s
estimate, declined the proposal, and determined to land in
Portugal with a view to the expulsion of Junhot and his
corps. An attack on the mouth of the Tagus had been
urged by the home government, but the general soon
agcertained from Sir Charles Cotton, the British Admiral,
that such an operation would be fraught with extreme
hazard on account of the bar in the river, and the strength
of the protecting forts. Another landing place had con-
sequently to be sought. * It was difficult to find a place,”
says Napier. “ The coast from the Minho to the Tagus,
save at a few points is rugged and dangerous. . . . With
the slightest breeze from the seaboard, a terrible surf
breaks along the whole coast; and when the south wind
which usually prevails from August to the winter months,
blows, a more dangerous shore is not to be found in any
part of the world.”

Eventually the choice fell upon Lavaos, a village on
the left bank of the Mondego river, a spot ill-adapted to
the purpose, but the best available under the circum-
stances. Previous to disembarkation the following
instructions were issued—* 29th July, 1808. . . . The
Infantry will be directed to be landed from the transports
in the roads, and to be rowed in the boats up the river,
and landed on the south bank of it: General Fane's
Brigade first; then General Ferguson’s; then General
Crauford’s. . . . The men will land with three days’
bread and two days’ meat cooked. The C.0. R.A.
is to land the three brigades of artillery each with half
the usual proportion of ammunition, the forge cart, etc.
He will also land 500,000 rounds of musket ammunition
for the use of the troops, for which carriage will be pro-
vided.

‘ Each soldier will have with him three good flints.

‘‘ Besides the bread above directed to be landed with
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attempt to make it either by the north of the Tagus and
Almeida or south of that river by Elvas.

The disembarkation, begun on August 1st, was not
completed until the 5th, when, in the very nick of time,
General Spencer with 5,000 men—the 6th, 29th, 32nd,
50th, and 82nd Regiments and a Battery of R. A.—arrived
at the mouth of the river, not in obedience to any
instructions—for Wellesley’s letter had not reached him
—but having started on his own initiative from Cadiz on
hearing of the proposed descent on Portugal.

The troops were forthwith brigaded as follows :—

1st Brigade Major-Gen. Hill 5th, 9th, 88th Regts.
2nd ,, » Ferguson 86th, 40th, 71st ,,
8rd Brigd.-,, Nightingall 26th and 82nd ,,
4th ,, » » Bowes 6th and 82nd »
6th ,, ” »» Catlin Crauford 45th, 50th, 91st ,,
6th or Light

Brigade ”» » Hon. H. Fane 6th Batt. 60th and

(4 Coys.) 95th Rifles.

General Spencer, as second in command, was not putin
charge of any special body of troops.

For parade purposes the 1st Brigade was ordered to
take the right of the line; the 2nd, the left; the 3rd, the
right centre; the 5th, the centre; the 4th, the left centre.
The Light Brigade was drawn up on one of the flanks,
according to circumstances, but on the march always
formed the advance guard.

Orders were issued that regiments in line were to be
formed in two ranks instead of three, as had hitherto
been the custom, the result being & great increase of
fire-power.

The Artillery under command of Lieut.-Col. Robe,
R.A.—exclusive of Spencer’s battery, which was left
behind for want of horses—comprised 6 nine-pounders,
12 six-pounders, and 4 howitzers, the guns being drawn
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very short of bread supplies. Indian corn was the staple
food, but there was little remaining, and at this time of
year the streams were so low that the mills were unable
to grind it.)

“2nd. To keep the troops in mass to strike an
important blow.

“3rd. To strike that blow as near Lisbon as possible
and bring the affairs of Portugal to a crisis.”

The landing of Spencer’s force was completed on the
8th, and at 3 a.m. on August 9th the advance guard—
made up of 50 Dragoons and the Light Brigade—quitting
Lavaos a day’s march ahead of the main body, started on
the road for Lisbon. On the 10th it reached Leiria, 24
miles distant, unopposed. On that day Wellesley heard
of King Joseph’s flight from Madrid, and felt assured
that for the present he was safe from any attack on the
part of Bessiéres. Leaving Leiria on the 13th, the
army, marching in two columns—the 2nd and 4th
Brigades by Batalha, the remainder by the direct road—
reached Calvario that day, Alcobaga on the 14th, and
arrived on the next at Caldas. The army, as already
stated, had marched from Lavaos with 17 days’ bread—of
which enough for 4 days was carried in the men’s
havresacks—salt meat for 5 days, and spirits for 10
days. Nearly 3 days’ bread had been received from the
port of Nazareth on the 14th, so that, 6 days’ bread
having been consumed, the army had enough for 14 days
in hand. Wine could be bought along the line of march,
and by the terms of a contract it had been arranged that
3 days’ fresh meat should always be in camp.

Meanwhile, General Junot had been engaged in
strengthening his positions about Lisbon and in con-
solidating the French power in Portugal. On the
breaking out of the Spanish insurrection in May the
position of Junot became one of considerable difficulty.
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Abrantes. General de Laborde was despatched on the
6th from Lisbon to Leiria with orders to retard
Wellesley’s advance and gain time for the concentration
-.of the French army. In pursuance of these orders,
de Laborde on the 9th was at Candeiros; Looison at
Abrantes. Next day, the former finding himself antici-
pated at Leiria by the British, who had thus interposed
between him and Loison, seeing no position suitable for
defence at Batalha, and divining the road nearest the sea
to be that on which Wellesley was most likely to advance,
retired southward by Alcobaga and Obidos, and on the
14th took up a position at Rori¢a, whence he sent a
detachment to his right in hopes of communicating with
Loison.

On this day Sir Arthur was at Alcoba¢a. Short as was
the time which had elapsed since he had set foot in the
country, it was enough to imbue him with the utmost
distrust of Spanish and Portuguese statements and
promises. He now had his first practical experience of
their value. General Freire, commanding a Portuguese
Division 6,000 strong, had met him on landing with the
loudest protestations of support and the most sanguine
assurances of success. The combined forces had marched
together as far as Leiria, but on the approach of the
French the courage of the Portuguese general seemed
quickly to evaporate. At Calvario on the 13th Sir
Arthur had received a letter from him expressing his
intention of operating on a separate line along the
Tagus. Remonstrance and appeal to his honour were
alike unavailing. The utmost that Freire could be
induced to do was to allow 260 of his Cavalry and 1,400
of his Infantry to accompany his ally under command of
Colonel Trant, a British officer.

On the 15th the Light Brigade came into contact with
the French picquets at Obidos, drove them in, was in












64 WELLINGTON'S OPERATIONS

Orders were then issued for an advance at 4.30 a.m. on
the morrow to the heights of Mafra, whereby Lisbon
would be almost reached and the enemy’s position on the
mountains south of Torres Vedras turned. But on the
evening of the 20th Sir Harry Burrard arrived in Maceira
Roads. Wellesley at once waited on him and stated his
projects. Sir Harry, however, thought them too bold,
and not only forbade the movement proposed for Sir
John Moore upon Santarem, but ordered Wellesley’s
force to halt in its present position pending Sir John’s
arrival. Wellesley then went on shore again, while Sir
Harry slept on board the Brazen.

Meanwhile, on the 15th, two days before the fight at
Roriga, Junot, who had been detained at Lisbon, partly
awaiting General Kellermann, who was engaged in sup-
pressing disorder beyond the Tagus, partly on account of
the increasing unrest in the city and by the alarm caused
by the arrival of the two British regiments at the mouth
of the river, marched vid Villa Franca, effected a junction
with Loison at Alcoentre, and returned to join De
Laborde at Torres Vedras. Upwards of 7,000 men were,
however, left to keep down the populace in the capital,
and Junot’s whole force when concentrated at Torres
Vedras—organised in three Divisions of Infantry (De
Laborde, Loison, and Kellermann) and one of Cavalry
(Margeron), with 23 light guns—fell short of 14,000
men. Preceded by his Cavalry, which harassed the
British camp and concealed his movements, Junot
marched during the night of the 20th, cleared the defile
of Torres Vedras, and at 9 a.m. found himself in the
presence of the British army posted about the village of
Vimeiro on a ridge behind the Lourinham road, with its
back to the sea, from which its centre was about & mile
distant. Observing that the left of the position—which,
indeed, had been taken up rather with a view to covering
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than the contest broke out on the extreme left of the
British position, a mile and a half distant. Among the
rocks and watercourses of the broken and wooded ground
Brennier’s Brigade had wandered about until pulled up
short by the ravine running along the foot of the heights
already mentioned; but on his right, Solignac, turning
the obstacle, scaled the height and wheeled to the left
expecting to enfilade the British line and take its centre
in reverse. But by this time Ferguson had reached his
new position, and Solignac, instead of debouching on to
an open space, found himself in presence of three Brigades
of infantry formed in two lines at right angles to the main
position, fronting north, having their left flank and rear
guarded by Crauford’s Brigade and Trant’s Portuguese
posted on a parallel ridge. He had little time to retrieve
his error. Ferguson, with the leading Brigade, dashed at
him with the bayonet and drove him, horse, foot, and
artillery, over the brow of the ridge with the loss of six
guns. Ferguson continued to advance, pressing the
French in their retreat into the valley across which ran
the road leading northward to Lourinham. As the ground
widened Nightingall’s Brigade prolonged the line. Bowes
and Acland followed in support. Crauford and Trant,
with his Portuguese advancing along & parallel road on
the left, threatened to encircle the enemy as he retired.
On approaching the village of Pereganza events took
an unexpected turn. Brennier, who had at length sur-
mounted the various obstacles in his path and found a
way across the ravine, appearing suddenly, fell upon the
71st and 82nd, and retook the captured guns. Supported
by the 36th and 40th, the regiments quickly rallied,
repelled the attack, recaptured the guns once more and
made Brennier prisoner. The French columns retired in
disorder. Solignac was cut off from his friends and in
imminent danger of being surrounded by Ferguson and
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to the main body, and by a circuitous route regained the
road to Torres Vedras.

All said and done, a good deal had been achieved.
Wellesley had given proof of his unrivalled capacity to
deal with the varying phases of a battle and snatch
victory from impending defeat. The French had felt
the weight of the British arms, and had been no less
surprised than demoralised. The loss on our side amounted
to 135 officers and men killed, 585 wounded and missing,
one sixth of whom belonged to the 43rd alone. That of
the enemy—including Generals Solignac wounded and
Brennier prisoner—exceeded 2,000 men. Thirteen guns
were left in our hands. Junot had committed glaring
errors during the short campaign. His faulty and
imperfect concentration; his lack of vigour in meeting
the danger caused by the insurgent populace of Lisbon,
and the advance of Wellesley ; his failure to reconnoitre
the British position at Vimeiro; his elementary blunder
in breaking up his Divisions instead of keeping them
intact ; his tactics during the action and his culpable
supineness after it, afford evidence of such incapacity
that General Thiébault, his Chief of the Staff, con-
siders Junot to have then shown the beginning of
that mental aberration which terminated five years later
in his self-destruction.

On the day after the battle, Sir Hew Dalrymple,
arriving from Gibraltar, landed, and in his turn super-
seded Sir H. Burrard. Moore, with his reinforcement,
was already in Maceira Bay, and on learning the state of
affairs 8ir Hew resolved on an immediate advance. Just
at that moment, however, General Kellermann appeared
with a flag of truce. On his initiative negotiations were
begun which a few days later resulted in the Convention
of Cintra—so called—pursuant to the terms of which the
French army of 25,747 men and 30 guns evacuated Por-
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was even aware of the stipulations of the Convention.
The ministers bowed before the storm, and Wellesley,
Dalrymple, and Burrard in turn went home, ‘‘ to abide,”
in Napier’s words, “ the fury of the most outrageous and
disgraceful public clamour ever excited by the falsehoods
of venal political writers.”

It is a characteristic of Englishmen never to tire of
extolling our own magnanimity; but invariably to deny
that virtue to our adversaries. In our dealings with
Napoleon this feature is more than usually prominent.
Yet it is difficult at times to reconcile our self-applause
with actual fact. At this moment the Emperor was, as
was natural, deeply incensed at the Baylen disaster. His
mortification was redoubled at the Convention of Cintra,
the significance of which he grasped in & moment. But
even in Napoleon’s first outburst of anger, it was not
justice but mercy which asserted her claims; and the
trial of Dupont and his colleagues was deferred until
public opinion had time to recall past services and give
the utmost weight to every plea of their defence. In the
case of the Convention of Cintra, the Emperor dismissed
the subject in a contemptuous phrase. It is no exagge-
ration to say that the British public thirsted for the blood
of its generals, although successful. Truly our boasted
patriotism is a curious product.
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reached out a hand to Ney. Trevino was selected as the
position for a defensive action.

To judge by these dispositions it might have been
supposed that the Spanish armies were approaching from
all sides in overwhelming numbers, but in point of fact
*“ guided by the caprice of the generals they moved in
various directions without a fixed object and without
concert.” “It was a month after the capitulation of
Dupont before Castanos entered the capital at the head
of 70,000 men,” there forming a junction with the
Murcian levies. A body of 16,000 men had a few days
previously occupied Saragossa on the retirement of the
French. Thus at the end of August, at a time when
Napoleon observed, and observed truly, that the whole of
the Spanish forces were not capable of resisting 25,000
Frenchmen concentrated in a good position, Joseph with
twice that number had surrendered the initiative and had
allowed himself to be cooped up and intimidated by dis-
jointed masses of the enemy not exceeding in the
aggregate 35,000 men.

The Emperor, needless to say, was profoundly discon-
tented with his brother’s conduct. Writing from St.
Cloud on the 30th of August, he commented strongly on
the abandonment of Tudela, an important point protect-
ing the line of communication with Pampeluna, and
provided with a stone bridge over the Ebro which enabled
the garrison o resume the offensive towards Saragossa ;
and the occupation of Milagro, a position devoid of
strategical importance and liable to be turned from
Tudela. ‘The position of Burgos,” he went on to say,
“is equally important as being a centre of communica-
tion. Thence parties, not only of cavalry, but also of
from two to five thousand infantry in columns, can push
forward patrols of Hussars in all directions within a
radius of two days’ march and, making themselves per-
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of 1,000 miles, and without a ¢ State’ of the army, it is
impossible to dictate exactly what ought to be done, but
one may say that unless prevented by a superior force,
Burgos and Tudela should be occupied. . . . Marshal
Bessiéres, with the whole of his Corps, reinforced by the
Light Cavalry, must be encamped in the wood near
Burgos, holding the citadel in force, with his hospitals,
depdts, and impedimenta behind the Ebro. . . . Moncey's
Corps must be at Miranda and Briviesca, with his hospi-
tals and baggage in rear of Vittoria, his troops under
arms every day before sunrise and constantly recon-
noitring the enemy in the direction of Soria, &c. You
must not lose sight of the fact that as the Corps of
Bessi¢éres and Moncey ought to be reunited, you must
link yourself as little as possible with Logrono, and in
fact look on General Lefébre's force as a detachment
under separate instructions and with a line of communi-
cation of its own with Pampeluna. To wish to hold
Tudela as a continuous part of the line would involve too
great an extension. . . . The reconnaissances which will
be made daily from the side of Soria, Burgos, upon
Palencia, and from Aranda can be arranged so as to make
three points of intersection every day and gain three
reports from persons arrested, who will be treated well
and released after giving the information desired. In
this way, you will see the enemy approaching, you will be
able to concentrate your force, harass his marches, and
fall upon his flanks at the very moment that he is
projecting an offensive movement.”

Joseph, however, had no spark of his military genius,
and, being unable to appreciate his instructions, failed to
reoccupy Tudela, but contented himself with moving his
right and centre across the Ebro.

“On the 18th of September,” says Napier (‘ Penin-
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three principal masses, denominated the Armies of the
Right, Centre and Left.

Of these the first, otherwise called the Army of
Aragon, was commanded by Count Palafox. Organised
in two Divisions under Generals St. Marc and O’Neil, it
contained 500 Cavalry, 17,500 Infantry, and 24 guns;
and was posted between Saragossa and Sanguessa.

The Army of the Centre, under General Castanos, con-
tained the three Divisions of La Pena, LLlamas and Caro,
making up 1,300 Cavalry, 26,000 Infantry, with 36 guns,
and occupied Borja, Taranzona and Agreda.

The Army of the Left, commanded by General Blake,
composed of Galicians, comprised 100 Cavalry, 30,000
Infantry, and 26 guns. It was preparing to operate from
Reynosa at the source of the Ebro.

Thus the whole Spanish force immediately available
did not exceed 75,400 Cavalry and Infantry with 86 guns;
it was under no central command, but, operating on
exterior lines, occupied a space of 200 miles, from Reynosa
to Saragossa; and was unable to concentrate more than
40,000 men at any given point.

There were, in addition, 12,000 Castilians at Segovia;
138,000 Estremadurans under the Condé de Belvidere at
Talavera ; 14,000 Andalusians in La Mancha, and
nominally 18,000 Asturians at Llanes.

A forward movement, with the object of expelling the
French from Spain, was loudly talked of on all sides.
‘“ Voz et preterea nihil.”” The Junta of Seville, intent on
everything but patriotism, forbade Castanos to advance
beyond Madrid, and denied him even the supplies
necessary for the subsistence of his army. Every kind
of ridiculous project was, however, propounded. Some
feeble and ill-combined movements at length took place.
Blake received a rough check at Zornoza on the
31st of October ; but Napoleon, distrustful of his brother’s
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spite of these large drafts the outworks of the Empire
were by no means left unguarded. For the occupation
of Germany and Poland, Marshal Davoust was left in
command of the remainder of *“ The Grand Army,” now
called the Army of the Rhine. It comprised three
Divisions of Heavy and three Brigades of Light Cavalry,
four Divisions of Infantry (under 8t. Hilaire, Morand,
Gudin, and Friant), posted respectively at Stettin,
Magdeburg, Hanover and Halle ; with Oudinot’s Corps
in reserve ; making up nearly 100,000 men and 192 guns,
exclusive of the Divisions of Boudet and Molitor, newly
arrived from Italy, who were ordered to Frankfort on the
Main, and those of Legrand and Carra St. Cyr at
‘Waurtzburg.

Bernadotte, with two Divisions, was given the govern-
ment of the Hanseatic towns, and, inclusive of auxiliary
troops, Napoleon calculated on having 260,000 men
beyond the Rhine.

In Italy, under the Viceroy, Prince Eugene, were the
Divisions of Seras, Broussier, Grenier, Barbou, Liemarois
and Lamarque. Marmont had 16 Battalions in Dalmatia.
Four others were in Corfu and six in Naples. Inclusive
of Italians, &c., the Emperor reckoned on having 150,000
men beyond the Alps.

For the march through France of the vast reinforce-
ments, elaborate preparations were necessary to save the
country from being devoured as by a swarm of locusts.
Enormous supplies of every kind were collected at the
frontier towns. At Bayonne, orders were given to form
a siege train consisting of 24 howitzers; 12 6-inch guns;
8 8-inch mortars ; with 500 rounds per gun. A million
rations of biscuit were to be continually kept in store
there, with three to four million rations of flour ; of which
30,000 rations could be cooked in & day. A thousand
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danger in that direction, on the 28th he marched with the
1st Corps, the Guard and the Reserve upon Madrid ;
covering his right flank with the 4th Corps which was
directed to move by Palencia, Valladolid, and Segovia.
On the 30th, the enemy, 12,000 strong with 16 guns, was
discovered by the advance guard in a strong position
holding the passes of the Somosierra. The only means
of approach was by a road ascending by a zigzag in a
narrow gorge, and cut by a succession of torrents. The
beds of the latter were now dry, but the bridges over
them had been broken. Batteries posted in tiers one
above the other, commanded every portion of the road
liable to enfilade. Infantry supported the guns on either
side of the ravine.* The first battery was covered by an
epaulement and placed behind two of the broken bridges.
Under a heavy fire and with great loss, the French
sappers succeeded in bridging the gaps with planks and
beams. The advance guard was composed of a Cavalry
Division, a Battery, a Brigade of Infantry, and a Cavalry
Brigade of the Imperial Guard. At daybreak on the 1st
of December three Battalions of Infantry attacked the
Spanish right, and the same number their left. A third
column, supported by the guns, attempted to advance up
the gorgein the centre, but was repulsed. The moment
was critical and time precious. When regular means
failed it was just possible that an unexpected coup might
succeed ; the rather that the defenders of the pass were
the runaways from Gamonal. The Emperor ordered the
Chasseurs of the Guard to charge the batteries. No
wider front could be used than column of fours. The
Chasseurs advanced at a gallop, their attack partly covered
by the fog which hung about the mountains. The con-
centrated fire of the enemy struck the leading sections to
the ground. The first squadron recoiled. Unfortunately

* ¢ Souvenirs du Colonel de Gonneville.”
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rejected with scorn. During the night General Senar-
mont with 36 guns breached the walls of the Retiro, a
large work commanding the town, which in the early
morning of the 3rd was stormed by Villatte’s Division of
the 1st Army Corps. Negotiations were then resumed.
Napoleon, wishing to avoid the horrors of a storm,
ordered the firing to cease. The Spanish regular troops,
6,000 men with 16 guns, under the Marquis de Castellar,
took the opportunity to evacuate the city, which had not
been completely invested ; a deputation, of whom the
minister Morla formed one, came out to treat with the
Emperor. Napoleon addressed Morla in terms which
must have made that worthy writhe with shame at the
perfidy of his conduct towards Dupont’s army, but gave
the citizens till 6 a.m. the next morning to make up their
minds. There could no longer be any question of effec-
tive resistance; the chances had been wasted and the
time gone by. Within the period of grace Madrid, a
prey to internal dissensions, civil anarchy and treason,
surrendered at discretion. An assembly of the principal
personages waited on the Emperor to beg for King
Joseph’s return. In his reply Napoleon expressed at
length the principles on which he intended Spain to be
governed. He abolished feudal rights and gave free
scope to industry of every kind. He promised to re-
organise the Courts of Justice and make them efficient.
He limited the number of monks, but encouraged * the
most useful and interesting of the clergy—the parish
priests.”” He abolished the Inquisition, remarking that
the proper function of the clergy is to guide the con-
science, but not to exercise any corporal jurisdiction over
citizens ; and suppressed the rights usurped by the nobles
during the civil wars. He declared a general amnesty
from which ten persons only were excepted. ‘‘The
present generation,” he observed in conclusion, *may
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CHAPTER VI

The British Army assembled: under Sir H. Dalrymple—S8ir J. Moore
appointed to command a force in Spain—He crosses the Portu-
guese frontier—His difficulties—Hears of the capture of Madrid
—Forms his junction with Sir D. Baird—Advances against the
enemy's line of communications — Attacked by Napoleon —
Retreats—Battle of Corunna—Moore’s death—Comments.

T has already been seen that Sir Arthur Wellesley had
hardly sailed from Cork in July, 1808, when the
British Government decided to largely increase the
strength of the expeditionary force by the addition of
several bodies of troops, including one of 12,000 men
under Sir John Moore, who had just returned home from
a ridiculous and abortive errand in Sweden. Moore was
senior to Wellesley, and his prestige and attainments
appeared to mark him as fitted for the command-in-
chief. But he was not altogether a persona grata to
the Ministers. Lord Seaton tells us that Sir John was
‘“one of those determined and independent characters
who act and speak what they think best without paying
the least regard to the opinions of persons of interest or
in power.” The command was consequently given to Sir
Hew Dalrymple, and Moore was placed on the Staff as a
General of Division only. The army thus assembled in
Portugal (including two Battalions which arrived from
Madeira under Major-General Beresford) consisted of
‘two British and one regiment of K.G.L. Cavalry, 28
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line of the Ebro, and of compelling him eventually to
rotiro into France. It was, no doubt, partly in pursuance
of theso suggestions that on the 6th of October Sir H.
Burrard received a despatch dated September 25th from
Liord Castlereagh, informing him that it had been decided
to omploy a British force of 40,000 men in the north
of SBpain. Of this force 12,000 men, under Lieut.-General
Bir David Baird, were to be despatched immediately from
Kngland and disembarked at Corunna—S8t. Ander being
rightly considered a point too near the enemy, and the
navigation off the coast of the Asturias too precarious at
this time of year—the remainder to be furnished from
the army in Portugal, and to form a junction with
Baird’s Division either by sea at Corunna or by land in
Leon or Galicia. The precise plan of operations to be
concerted later with the Spanish Generals. In deference
to public opinion and the wishes of the King the com-
mand of this army was vested in Sir John Moore ; but
8ir John was directed to place himself and his force
under any Spaniard who might be appointed Commander-
in-Chief !

Wellesley’s letter had been written under & complete
misapprehension of the strength of the French army in
Spain, which he estimated at only 40,000 men. Nor had
he made allowance for the enormous reinforcements
which the Emperor could bring into the field, and which
were in fact now threading the passes of the Pyrenees.
In other respects also circumstances had changed, and
what at the date of the letter would have been at best
of very doubtful prudence, had by this time become a
foolhardy adventure. One error was, however, avoided by
the British Government. The suggestion to divide the
army and send half to Castanos was ignored.

A memorandum of the Duke of York, Commander-in-
Chief shows that he realised the position of affairs. The
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Of the Infantry under Moore’s personal command, two
Brigades moved upon Almeida by Elvas and Alcantara,
two by Coimbra and three by Abrantes, accompanied by
Wilmot’s Battery, for Moore wished to test the roads for
himself, and the Battery did eventually reach Almeida,
although only after inconceivable exertions. On the 26th
of October 8ir John started from Lisbon. On the 8th of
November he reached Almeida, where he found all the
Brigades concentrated ; for General Anstruther had un-
fortunately halted the regiments instead of sending them
on to Salamanca. The discipline of the troops was good,
but they had suffered considerably on the march from
the terrific rain. ‘““On the day on which we marched
into Guarda,” says an officer present, ‘ the 5th Regiment
lost five, and the 28th two men, who actually perished
on the road in consequence of heavy rain which inces-
santly fell during the whole day. A person who has
never been out of England can hardly imagine its
violence . . . . large globular drops pouring down verti-
cally and descending in such rapid succession as to give
the appearance rather of a torrent than a shower . . . .
exposed to such rain we marched many miles to gain the
top of the hill upon which stands Guarda.” . . . . * The
regiments were lodged in large convents, situated in the
immediate suburbs, which had been prepared for our
reception. Immense fires were soon lit: rations were
delivered as soon as possible, and the glad tidings of
a double allowance of rum loudly rang throughout the
holy aisles.”

A number of “ military agents ”—mostly officers who
had served in South America, and from their experience
at Buenos Ayres in 1807 had acquired exaggerated
notions of Spanish bravery and resolution — were
scattered through the provinces of Spain. Their reports
in general reflected the extravagant language of the
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strength of that army he was not indeed aware; but, in
spite of Spanish assertions to the contrary, he knew very
well that it exceeded by many times that of his own.
The armies of his allies had all been crushed : there was
no spirit of resistance among the people. Under these
circumstances he felt that he had no alternative but to
retire his own column upon Portugal, Baird’s upon
Corunna, whence it could subsequently join him by sea.
Orders to that effect were sent to Sir David, but he was
directed to show a bold front for a few days in order to
facilitate the junction of General Hope with his Com-
mander. Hope had been making slow progress. Com-
pelled by want of money and supplies to march in six
detachments at intervals of as many days, he at length
reached Talavera about the 25th of November. A visit
thence to Madrid convinced him that the Government
was utterly unreliable and he determined to follow his
own counsel. Moving by Naval Carneiro and the
Escurial, he crossed the Guadarama Mountains on the
28th, and reached Espinar. Here he heard of the
Spanish disasters at Tudela and the Somosierra, and,
headed off as he was by Lefébre’s Cavalry, his chances of
reaching Salamanca appeared little short of desperate.
Knowing, however, how essential it was to 8ir John Moore
that he should be joined by his Artillery and reserve am-
munition, Hope, in place of falling back, marched without
loss of an hour on Avila, covering his flank movement
with his Cavalry Brigade. At Avila he crossed the
mountains to Peneranda. Here he was again threatened,
though unwittingly, by Lefébre’s Corps which, as already
mentioned, had been directed to move by Palencia,
Valladolid and Olmedo on Segovia, and whose main
body was still at Olmedo. Hope drew up his Cavalry
and Infantry in line of battle, but directed his guns and
park, without halting, upon Alba de Tormes. Lefébre
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utterly changed, and, as matters stood, he resolved to
abandon his communications with Portugal and form
magazines upon & new line of retreat for the whole of
his force on Corunna. Baird, who had retired as far as
Villa Franca, was recalled to take part in the new
operation. Romana, who was at the head of about
5,000 half-armed peasants, informed Moore, with the
true spirit of Spanish exaggeration, that he would
co-operate with 20,000 men. The gleam of sunshine
was but momentary. On the 9th came news of the
surrender of Madrid, and Moore found that, in spite of
all its boasting, it had held out for only one day. Toledo
followed suit; but there still remained the hope of drawing
the enemy from the southern provinces, and, with the
chivalrous wish to attract the mass of the enemy’s forces
upon the British army and thus give his allies every
chance of organising their forces even at the imminent
risk of being himself overwhelmed by numbers, Sir John
was resolute to pursue his strategy.

In anticipation of Baird’s arrival the British army was
now organised as follows :—

Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. Moore, K.B., Commander-in-Chief.
Major J. Colborne, 20th Regt., Military Secretary.
Brig.-Gen. Clinton, Adjutant-General.

Lieut.-Col. G. Murray, Quartermaster-General.

Cavalry Division.
Lieut.-Gen. Lord Paget.

1st Brigade. 18th Hussars; 8rd Light Dragoons, K.G.L. Brig.-Gen.
Hon. C. Stewart.

2nd Brigade. 7th, 10th, and 15th Hussars. Brig.-Gen. Slade.

2 Batteries R.H.A.

Reserve Artillery.

Colonel Harding.
6 Batteries R.A.
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the French. The men were inexperienced and had little
cohesion, though the material was good. Twelve addi-
tional battalions remained to guard Portugal. Of these,
one, the Buffs, was left by Sir John Moore to garrison

 Almeida; and the 5th Battalion 60th, who began the
march into Spain, had to be sent back to Portugal.
In accordance with the vicious system of the day, this
regiment had been filled up with men formerly belonging
to Junot’s Corps, who at the time of the Convention had
been induced, in defiance of good faith, to enlist in the
British army. These men, on approaching their old
comrades, deserted in large numbers.

Sir John Moore, the Commander-in-Chief, deservedly
bore the highest reputation. In fact, to use an expres-
sion rather common a few years ago, he was looked upon
by many as *our only General.” His experience began
in America. He distingnished himself in Holland. In
Egypt he had been Abercrombie’s right hand; and,
though he had not been under fire since 1801, Moore
had had the command of the British army in Sicily,
where his military duties were complicated by a peculiarly
difficult political position, which he successfully met by
the exercise of unceasing tact and discrimination. His
brilliant strategy, his resolution, and the way in which

, he handled his troops during the present brief campaign,
stamp him as a master of the art of war, and elicited the
praise of Napoleon ; but Moore’s best claim to admiration
lies perhaps in his unrivalled power of instructing the
men and officers under his command, and in the number
of his pupils who afterwards attained distinction. In
person he was tall and handsome. The expression of his
countenance, once seen, was never to be forgotten. In
character he was the soul of honour. He had all the
qualities of a successful general, but an unfortunate fate
attended him, and he never went into action without
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north of the town of Carrion, covering .Santander;
while Mernet’s was at Carrion, and Merlé’s at Saldana.
Franceschi’s Cavalry Brigade was retiring from Valladolid,
Debelle’s was at Sahagun. Bonet was too far off to be
recalled, and the French Marshal could at first concen-
trate only 12,000 men on the Carrion. At once he ordered
up every available man from Burgos, and about the 21s$,
was reinforced from that town by General Liorge with a
Brigade of Dragoons (1,300 sabres). On that day
Debelle was attacked and defeated with great loss by
Lord Paget at the head of the 15th Hussars, and Sahagun
was immediately occupied by the British Headquarters.
On the 22nd and 23rd Moore was compelled to halt. His
reserve supplies had not come up, and the men’s shoes
were already worn out. Soult, fearing to be cut off from
Palencia, called in Merlé to Carrion, and sent an urgent
summons to the 8th Corps, which had been broken up
into Divisions and placed under his orders. The Division
of De Laborde was already at Palencia; Heudelet and
Loison were two days’ march further back.

On the evening of the 23rd the British troops were
under orders to move on Carrion, with the intention of
attacking at daybreak. Edward Paget’s Division had
actually started, when information reached the Com-
mander-in-Chief to the effect that Napoleon was in full
march from Madrid to intercept his retreat. On the 21st
the Emperor had had intelligence of Moore’s advance.
His resolve was instantly taken. By the next day, at
the head of over 50,000 men and 120 guns, made up of
Bessiéres’ Reserve Cavalry, the Imperial Guard, the 6th
and two Divisions of the 1st Corps, he was marching on
Valladolid. In crossing the Guadarama mountains snow-
storms so terrific were encountered that men and horses
were hurled over the precipices. The sufferings on that
terrible march were almost more than human fortitude
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and reached Benevente, four miles distant. By the
evening of the 27th the whole army was behind the Esla
with the exception of Crauford’s Brigade, which remained
on the left bank to protect the fatigue parties engaged in
the destruction of the bridge, and for 36 hours kept the
rapidly-increasing numbers of the enemy at bay. The
solid masonry baffled all effort, and it was not until the
night of the 28th that two arches were prepared for
demolition. Crauford then passed over and the bridge
was blown up. The line of the Esla was, however,
untenable. Benevente was evacuated on the 28th, and
next day Baird, Hope and Fraser met at Astorga.
Edward Paget, Crauford, and the Cavalry Division formed
the rearguard, still holding on to the Esla. Early on the
20th, General Lefébre Desnouettes with a Brigade—600
strong—of the Chasseurs and Mamelukes of the Guard,
approached the left bank, and seeing only the British
videttes on the further side, forded the river and attacked
them. Believing his assailants to be the advance guard
of a strong force, Liord Paget directed the Infantry to
retire upon Astorga. Charles Stewart supported the
picquets with his Brigade, but the French, getting the
best of the running fight, had driven him back nearly as
far as Benevente, when Lord Paget, suddenly bringing
out the 10th from behind some buildings, charged with
such effect as to hurl the French back into the Esla with
the loss of 125 men killed and wounded and 70 prisoners,
among them being Lefébre Desnouettes himself, whe, like
many of his men, was only saved by the victors from
a watery grave. The French re-formed on the opposite
bank, and were preparing to renew the contest when two
guns opening with shrapnel drove them once more to the
rear just as Napoleon in person appeared upon the scene
of action.

This was the last cavalry action of importance during
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would probably have finished its occupation in the most
friendly manner. At this period French and English did
not know each other so well, and in mutual alarm both
parties mounted and galloped away.

The result of this adventure was that the officer in
command of the British patrols, instead of taking the
trouble to verify the facts of the case, reported that the
enemy was advancing in force. The retreat was in con-
sequence unnecessarily accelerated ; and Edward Paget’s
Division, which had halted at Cambarros, six miles from
Astorga, was compelled to make a forced march through
the night to Bembibre. On the 1st of January, 1809,
Napoleon halted at Astorga to close up his army and give
it a sorely needed day’s rest. Ten thousand Cavalry,
70,000 Infantry, and 200 guns were now concentrated ; but
in spite of his supreme effort the coup had failed, and the
British army had escaped the toils. No one knew better
than the Emperor how to finish a campaign at a single
blow ; and so critical was the state of affairs in general
that had he in the present case succeeded, the destruction
of the only available British force would in all probability
have formed the turning point of the war. Yet so little
was the peril realised at home that Canning the Minister
shortly afterwards eulogised Frere, whose advice if taken
would infallibly have led to the loss of the entire army,
while he grossly slandered the memory of Moore, by
whose firmness and ability alone not only was a
catastrophe avoided but the whole Peninsula saved.*

News of hostilities impending on the part of Austria

* A pitiable incident occurred while Napoleon was at Astorga.
4 Cries,” says Marbot, * were heard from a large barn. The door was
opened and it was found to contain 1,000 to 1,200 English women
and children who, exhausted by the long march of the previous days
through mud and streams, were unable to keep up with the army and
had taken refuge in this place. For forty-eight hours they had lived
on raw barley,”
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martial, assembled almost under the fire of the enemy,
and the resolute use of the lash, kept his Division in some
order. Crauford did the same with the Light Brigade
until it was detached from the main body. Baird's
Division—with the exception of the Brigade of Guards—
was in a disgraceful state. An officer of Paget’s Division
thus describes his experiences on entering the town.
‘“ Bembibre exhibited all the appearance of a place lately
stormed and pillaged. Every door and window was
broken ; every lock and fastening forced. Rivers of wine
ran through the houses and into the streets, where lay
fantastic groups of soldiers, women, children, runaway
Spaniards and muleteers, all apparently inanimate except
when here or there a leg or an arm was seen to move,
while the wine oozing from their lips and nostrils seemed
the effect of gunshot wounds. . . . We had proceeded
but a short distance when the enemy’s horsemen nearly
approached the place, and then it was that the apparently
lifeless stragglers, whom no exertions of ours were suffi-
cient to rouse from their torpor, startled at the immediate
approach of danger, found the partial use of their limbs.
The road instantly became thronged with them; they
reeled, staggered, and threw down their arms.” * At
Villa Franca, and indeed everywhere else, Sir John
Moore made the most vigorous efforts to quell the dis-
orders, which cut him—the finest trainer of men, morally
and physically, that the army has ever seen—to the heart.
“The enemy,” he indignantly exclaimed in addressing
one regiment, ‘ have taken or cut in pieces many hundred
British cowards — for none but unprincipled cowards
would get drunk in presence, nay, in the very sight of
the enemies of their country; and sooner than survive
the disgrace of such infamous conduct I hope the first
cannon ball fired by the enemy may take me in the head.
* ¢ A Boy in the Peninsular War,” page 49.
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description. It is even stated that the wives and children
of our soldiers, unable to go any further, were found sitting
at the roadside by the Spanish peasants, and by them—the
persons on whose account our poor people were enduring
this terrible misery—stripped of their clothes and left to
be frozen to death. If this be true one need go no further
to find the cause of the animosity shown afterwards by
our troops towards the Spaniards.

The severities inseparable from a winter campaign
would seem to have been at times needlessly aggravated.
The troop horses were being shot by scores. For want
of shoes their feet were in a terrible state. Herrerias
was composed almost entirely of blacksmiths’ shops
—the name signifies a forge—yet after quitting it
Cavalry regiments were destitute of nails, and it is
difficult to avoid the conclusion that the officers had
been guilty of most culpable neglect. But the Staff and
Departmental officers were equally to blame. Owing to
gross neglect on the part of Baird, Fraser’s Division was
not halted at Lugo, and was consequently compelled,
after a long and toilsome march, to retrace its steps
thither. Through the carelessness of & paymaster a
large amount of specie had to be abandoned. At Villa
Franca the rearguard found waggons full of Spanish
clothing and shoes abandoned, and piles of meat being
destroyed, yet was not allowed to take what it wanted for
its own use. All that the men could do was to stick
their bayonets into a few of the joints and carry them
thus to the end of the march, when they were found
most acceptable. It is, however, only fair to remember
that in a retreat it is impossible to provide for every
contingency. Waggons are liable to break down at any
moment. Orders are given that stores are not to be
allowed to fall into the enemy’s hands, and as the persons
entrusted with the execution of the order are not always
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Meanwhile, on the 12th Soult had concentrated his
army, which had suffered pretty nearly as much as the
British. On the 14th, having repaired the bridge, he
crossed the Mero; next day he was reinforced by De
Laborde’s Division. A good position, running from the
sea-coast south-west of Corunna to the village of El
Burgo, had been perforce abandoned by Moore as being
too extensive for his force, now reduced to about 16,000
of all ranks. It was occupied—though not to its full
extent—by Soult; and it not only commanded within
cannon-shot the opposite hills nearer Corunna on which
the British troops were posted, but enfiladed their right.
Merlé’s Division occupied the centre of the French line,
flanked on'the right by De Laborde, who reached down
to the Mero, and on the left by Mermet. An isolated
hill on Mermet's left was crowned by eleven heavy guns.
The dismounted Dragoons of La Houssaye and Lorge,
and Franceschi’s Light Cavalry, prolonged the line along
another range of heights somewhat in advance.

The morning of January 16th wore away. Ney,
obstinate and intractable towards his commander, was
still in rear. Apart, however, from the Corps of that
officer, Soult had concentrated 20,000 men supported by
a numerous Artillery; yet he still appeared to hesitate.
In the event of the day passing without an afttack, it
was the intention of the British Commander to embark
his Infantry Divisions at night. With this object the
Reserve had actually started for the harbour when at
2 p.m. news came that the French Marshal was forming
his troops into columns of attack. Paget instantly
retraced his steps. Sir John Moore galloped up from
Corunna. The British line stood to arms, and the battle
began.

Sir Charles Napier—the third of our quartette of great
nineteenth-century generals—at that time a Major com-
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Fierce fighting, however, continued at Elvina, which was
taken and retaken alternately. Baird fell grievously hurt.
Moore in person restored the fight. Then he too was
struck to the ground, mortally wounded. By some mis-
take Fraser failed to support Paget, and thus, to some
extent, stopped the latter from pursuing his victorious
advance ; yet, on the left flank, Hope, who had repelled
his assailants without any great difficulty, assumed
the offensive, and captured the village of Palavia. The
French, with the defile of the hastily repaired El Burgo
bridge a8 their sole line of retreat, and even that menaced
by Hope's advance, were in parlous condition, when the
non-appearance of Fraser and the shades of darkness
rapidly terminating the winter's day, decided General
Hope—now in supreme command—to sound the ‘‘ Cease
fire,” and bivouac on the ground already won. The
British loss does not seem to have been ever officially
published. From the nature of the case the returns
were probably never accurately sent in. The estimate,
800, is probably near the mark, and would include all
absent from the embarkation next day. The loss of the
French was about 3,000. The new muskets and ammu-
nition served out to our men would naturally prove most
deadly among the crowded masses of the attacking
columns, but Soult’s troops had been driven into a
corner, with the Mero in full flood behind them and
ammunition exhausted. They were fortunate in escaping
a terrible disaster. Sir John Moore lived only to know
that the battle was won, and breathed his last at sunset.
At 10 p.m. the army was withdrawn, and the picquets
alone remained to hold the position. At 5 a.m. next day
they too were called in, and the troops, covered by the
Brigades of Beresford and Hill, effected their embarka-
tion. The inhabitants of Corunna chivalrously manned
their walls to gain time for the rearguard to get on
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patriotism. But, in point of fact, the direct conse-
quences of 8ir John Moore’s strategy were of the most
important character. Napoleon was arrested in mid
career ; his projected campaign in the southern pro-
vinces thwarted. Saragossa was given a breathing time.
Opportunities, although sadly neglected, were afforded to
the relics of Castanos’ Army, under the Duc d’Infantado,
to offer that town substantial relief; and the men of
Andalusia bhad the chance of reorganising their forces.
Portugal was saved from invasion; and, lastly, the
French Army was severely repulsed in a pitched battle.

One may perhaps speculate on the course of events had
Moore been intercepted on the Esla, and one can hardly
doubt that he would have signalised the occasion by some
brilliant illustration of the art of war. Possibly he would
have cut his way through between Ney and Napoleon
with a view to eluding or defeating the 4th Corps and
making good his retreat into Andalusia. At the same
time it must be admitted that with Lefébre in his front
and the Emperor thundering on his rear, the case,
although not desperate, would at any rate have been
most gravely critical.

Moore’s retreat through Galicia has been cntlclsed as
unduly rapid. But his critics have entirely failed to
appreciate the situation, whether viewed from the point
of view of strategy or tactics. Many defensive positions,
it is true, presented themselves in the lire of retreat, but
they were every one liable to be turned in flank. On
the other hand, the inferiority of his army in point of
numbers, its lack of clothing and equipment, its pecuniary
destitution, not only forbade the General to resume the
offensive permanently, but made it essential to transport
the troops as quickly as possible, either to England or
Portugal, to be refitted. Wellington, speaking deliberately
many years later, saw no error in the conduct of the cam-
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memory. ' Spanish poetical imagination weaves bright
legends around the tomb of the great English hero. Vast
treasures are said by the peasants to lie buried there; and
they say truly, for his loss has never been replaced in the
British Army.
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Men. Guns.

Cavalry Div.  Gen. Latour Maubourg 8,000 6
26th Chasseurs 800
Dutch Light Cavalry 800

Total (excluding Lapisse detached): 8,600 Cavalry, 17,000 Infantry,
and 54 guns.

28D ArMY Corps.

Marshal Soult, Duc de Dalmaitie.
Brigadiers. h Men. Guns.
.. Lefébre | 86th and 4th Batt.

1st Division. Gen. Merle { Gaul ols} 110th Regts. 6,000 12
2nd " »» Bonet, 118th, 119th, and 120th Regts. 4,500 12
8rd ’ » Mermet, Foy 7,000

4th ,, s» De Laborde 9,000
* { 5th ,, » Loison 2nd, 4th, 16th Regts. 5,000

éth ,, » Heudelet 6,000

» La Houssaye
24 Cavalry Divs.,, Lorge } 7,600 15
Franceschi

”
Total : 7,500 Cavalry, 87,600 Infantry, and 51 guns.
* These Divisions had been transferred temporarily from the
8th Army Corps, which was broken up. A% a later date it was re.
organised.

8rp ArMY CoRps.
General Junot, Duc d’Abrantes.
Brigadiers. Men. Guns.

lst Div. Gen. Msthieu {D°6% 1 4ath, 79th Regts. 7,000 10

Brun } 114th, 115th ; 1st of
Razout ) theVistula; West-

phalian Batt. 6,600 10
8rd ,, »» Morlot Augereau 116th,117th,1Irish
and 1 Prussian

Baitt. 4,000 10
Laval } 122nd ; 1 Reserve
Rostollant ) Batt; 5th Lt.
Infy.,18upple-

mentary Batt. 5,000 10

Cavalry Div. Gen. Wathier 1,600 6

Total: 1,600 Cavalry, 21,600 Infantry, and 46 guns.

2nd »» Musnier {

ah o, . Gmnajean{
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The 1st Army Corps, with the exception of Lapisse’s
Division and a Cavalry Brigade detached at Salamanca,
was in La Mancha. The 2nd was at Corunna. The 3rd
and 5th besieged Saragossa. The 4th, shortly afterwards
commanded by General Sebastiani, which had defeated
Galluzzo’s army at Almaraz on the 24th of December
and had been checked by Moore’s advance in its march
on Portugal, remained in the neighbourhood of Plasencia
and the valley of the Tagus. The 6th Corps held
Galicia; the 7th occupied Catalonia. Bessiéres’ Heavy
Cavalry Corps was broken up and its Divisions distributed
among the various Army Corps.

The Imperial Guard and Kellermann’s Cavalry guarded
the lines of communication, which were further secured
by the fortresses of Burgos, Pampeluna, and St. Sebas-
tian. Infantry Divisions also occupied Santander,
Bilbao, and Vittoria. Bayonne formed the base of opera-
tions. Between Bayonne and Burgos, Napier states,
were 11 military stations; between Burgos and Madrid,
on the direct road, 8; on that by Valladolid, 11.
Between Valladolid and Saragossa was a chain of 15
forts ; between Valladolid and Santander one of 8; and
between Valladolid and Villa Franca were 9. The
northern provinces were made the seats of military
governments, designed to maintain order and repress
petty insurrections. The nominal strength of the French
armies amounted on January 15, 1809, to 324,000 men
and 52,000 horses. Of the former, 58,000 were in hos-
pital. Garrisons, depdts, &c., &c., absorbed 25,000.
Fifty thousand men guarded the lines of communication ;
192,000 were available for offensive operations.* )

The first blow was struck by Victor. Castanos’ beaten
army, now commanded by the Duc d'Infantado and

* These numbers were diminished in the middle of February by
40,000 men taken for the Austrian war.
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munication with General St. Cyr, who had been con-
ducting operations in Catalonia with great ability,
capturing Rosas and holding Barcelona. In April,
Mortier was called to a new sphere of work in Castile.

It was, however, for a campaign in the west and south
that Napoleon had planned his greatest combinations.
Foreseeing the embarkation of Moore’s Army, his inten-
tion was that Soult should then wheel to the left and
invade Portugal with the co-operation of Victor, whose
Corps for that purpose was to change places with that of
Sebastiani. Then, on the fall of Lisbon, Victor was to
advance into Andalusia, assisted by a Division of Soult’s
Army Corps from the side of the Alemtejo, and capture
Cadiz.

On the embarkation of the British, Corunna and Ferrol
readily submitted to the French; and an order dated
January 21st from Berthier, Chief of the Emperor’s Staff,
directed Soult to march with two and & half Divisions of
Cavalry under Lorge, La Houssaye, and Franceschi, and
four Divisions of Infantry commanded respectively by
Merlé, Mermet, De Laborde, and Heudelet, followed
by that of Loison, upon Oporto and Lisbon. “It is
supposed,” continued the despatch, ‘‘that you cannot
be at Oporto before the 5th of February; at Lisbon
before the 16th. Thus, when you are near Lisbon, the
Army Corps of the Duke of Belluno, composed of his
own three Divisions, of Leval’s Division, and of ten
or twelve regiments of Cavalry, forming a body of
30,000 men, will be at Merida, to make a strong
diversion in your favour; and he can push the head of
a column upon Lisbon if you find any great obstacles to
your entrance, which it is however presumed will not be
the case. General Lapisse’s Division of Infantry, at this
moment in Salamanca, and General Maupetit’s Cavalry
Brigade, will, on your arrival at Oporto, receive orders to
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pelled to operate, all superfluous impedimenta doubled
the difficulties of the advance. Thirty-six guns and a
vast quantity of carriages were consequently sent back
to Tuy, which was occupied by a garrison of 500 men,
together with stragglers, sick men, and detachments
coming down from St. Jago. The preliminary arrange-
ments and the concentration of his Corps occupied some
days. It was not until the 4th of March that he put his
troops in motion. Franceschi’s Cavalry covered the
advance. La Houssaye protected the left flank. The
line of advance was by the valley of the Tamega, a
confluent of the Douro. Romana, and Silveira, a Portu-
guese General, were known to be guarding the road, each
with about 8,000 men. A charge of Franceschi’s Cavalry
slew 1,200 and dispersed the remainder of the Spanish
advance guard at Monterey, whereupon Romana fled
eastward, leaving Silveira to his fate. Soult’s move-
ments were deliberate, for he had cut himself adrift
from his base and was carrying his field hospitals,
stores, &c., with him. Chaves was taken on the 12th
of March and a hospital established therein. Thence,
the French Marshal quitting the line of the Tamega
marched by Ruivaens on Braga; came upon the main
body of the Portuguese which had just murdered its
general, Bernadim Freire; put it to flight, fought his
way to Oporto and captured it on the 28th of March.
But the failure at Campo Santo had cost him five weeks,
and, as will be seen in the sequel, proved fatal to his
campaign. By the exercise of tact and moderation Soult
had been doing everything in his power—not without
success—to reconcile the people to French rule and
alleviate the horrors of war, and the country in his rear
was in consequence comparatively tranquil; but the
ferocity of the Portuguese at Oporto towards their
prisoners, their resistance under impossible circum-
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an idea abroad that he aspired to the throne of Portugal
independently of Napoleon. Men like Ney, devoted to
the Emperor, were furious at his suspected treason;
others, representing the republican element which still
strongly pervaded the Army, opposed him on the pre-
cisely opposite ground of his fidelity to the Emperor ;
for these entertained and continued to entertain until
a much later date, the hope of curtailing Napoleon’s
power, or indeed of restoring a commonwealth under
the presidency of General Gouvion 8t Cyr. The real
facts seem to have been that Soult, finding himself in
a tight corner, cut off as he was from France on the one
side and from Victor on the other, took advantage of the
unpopularity of the House of Braganza to gain over to
him the party opposed to the nominally reigning dynasty,
who were ready to welcome one of Napoleon’s family as
their sovereign. His policy proved successful, for the
outrages hitherto committed on his stragglers, &c., by
the peasantry, ceased towards the end of April.

We must now return to Victor. After his defeat of
the Duc d'Infantado at Ucles, Napoleon had, as already
stated, directed him to exchange places with the 4th
Corps and co-operate with the 2nd, in the invasion first
of Portugal, afterwards of Andalusia. The Army Corps
of Sebastiani and Victor—the one at Toledo, the other on
the right bank of the Tagus—were closely connected with
each other by good roads and easily supported by the
troops at Madrid. They were, in fact, acting upon
interior lines, whereas the armies of Cartoajal and Cuesta,
separated by the impassable Sierra de Guadaloupe, had
no direct communication, and were not in a position to
act in unison. The latter also were in point of numbers
greatly inferior to the French, the two armies between
them mustering only 31,000 men, while Victor and
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stubborn or incapable. Of the three Marshals, Soult was
the only one of extended capacity.

Again and again during the Peninsular War we find
the same forces actively at work, nullifying the Emperor’s
combinations, however carefully thought out, however
soientifically planned. It will in due course be seen that
the failure of the operations just considered gave to the
Rritish a point of vantage from which they were never
driven, and thus led directly to Napoleon’s loss of Spain
and ultimate downfall.
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Cradock’s position was one of considerable difficulty.
The Portuguese regency established by Dalrymple failed
to show any capacity for government. Military prepa-
rations were neglected. Their army was nominally
20,000 strong, but not 10,000 stand of arms existed in
the country. Civil anarchy reigned supreme, and the
handful of British troops were required rather to keep
down the turbulent populace of Oporto and Lisbon than
for purposes of warfare with the common enemy. From
his own Government the General had had no instructions,
for, although he had taken the precaution of putting on
paper a series of questions as to his duties and procedure,
he had been referred in every case to Mr. Villiers, a
political agent—like Frere, a selection of Canning, and,
like Frere, a person of the most slender capacity for
everything except petty intrigue. Yet to this enter-
prising young individual Cradock was ordered to defer
on every point connected with military as well as civil
administration.

The British force at this moment in Portugal consisted
of two Squadrons of the 20th Light Dragoons, ten
English and four German battalions with 80 guns, of
which six only were horsed. The reinforcement of
Moore was Cradock’s first object, and was carried out
regardless of personal considerations. Five battalions
were sent to join him. Of the remainder, one garri-
soned Almeida, another Elvas. Three British and four
German battalions occupied the neighbourhood of
Lisbon, which city was thronged with a crowd of
soldiers’ wives, children, and other non-combatants
whose embarkation in case of need would prove a
matter of supreme difficulty. Despatches from Moore
arriving at the end of the year 1808 exposed the perils
of the situation, which were rapidly enhanced by the
approach of the 4th French Army Corps along the
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used in self-defence against our allies. But just then, at
the beginning of April, Major-General Hill, with 5,000
men (7th, 30th, 48th, 53rd, 66th, and 83rd Regiments)
and 300 Artillery horses, landed at Lisbon; whereupon
Sir John Cradock, having established magazines at
Peniche, Santarem and Abrantes, advanced to Leiria,
rather with a view to helping Beresford to maintain
order among his troops than for the purpose of initiating
offensive operations against Soult.
His force was organised as follows :—

Commander-in-Chief, Lieutenant-General Sir John Cradock, K.B.
Major-General S8herbrooke, 2nd in command.

Cavalry ... 800 rank and file.

First Line: 5 Brigades of Infantry... 10,418 ,, v

Second Line: 8 s . .. 8810 ,, s

Reserve: 1 Brigade ... . 1,88 .
Total ... ... 16,886

Meanwhile the Ministers in England had been drifting
along without any fixed line of policy. At one moment
they wanted only an excuse to abandon Portugal; at
another, they sent Cradock reinforcements. Then they
had recourse to that meanest of all expedients which an
opportunist Government so often embraces in times of
difficulty. During the critical period from the middle
of January to the end of February they left their General
without any instructions whatever. At last it occurred to
them to consult Sir Arthur Wellesley. That officer in
reply furnished & masterly memorandum in the following
terms :—

“ MEMORANDUM ON THE DEFENCE OF PORTUGAL.
“LoNDON, 7th March, 1809,
“I have always been of opinion that Portugal might
be defended, whatever might be the result of the contest
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Goxernment has necessarily been drawn to other objects,
¥ is probable that the military establishments of Portugal
Rhave wmade but little progress; and in considering the
extent of the British force required for the defence of
that country, and the other measures to be adopted, the
small extent of the Portuguese force, and the probability
of an early attack by the enemy, must be considered on
the one hand; and on the other, the continuance of the
contest in Spain, and the probability that a very large
French force will not be disposable in a very short period
of time for the attack upon Portugal.

* I would still recommend the adoption of the political
measures above suggested, with a view to the revival of
the military establishments in Portugal. It is probable
that the expense of these measures will not in this year
exceed a million sterling. But if they should succeed,
and the contest should continue in Spain and in Portugal,
the benefit which will accrue from them will be more
than adequate to the ‘expense incurred.

¢ The British force employed in Portugal should in this
viaw of the question not be less than 30,000 men, of
which number 4,000 or 5,000 should be Cavalry, and there
should be a large body of Artillery.

“The extent of force in Cavalry and Artillery above
required, is because the Portuguese military establish-
ments must necessarily be deficient in these two branches;
and British or German Cavalry and Artillery must be
employed with the Portuguese Infantry.

““The whole of the Army in Portugal, Portuguese as
well as British, should be placed under the command of
British officers. The Staff of the Army, the commissariat
in particular, must be British, and these departments
must be extensive in proportion to the strength of the
whole Army which will act in Portugal, to the number of
detached posts which it will be necessary to occupy, and












State.

Name of Corps. Quarters.
Fit for On Com-
Duty. Sick mand. Total.
8rd Dragoon Guards | Belem 645 10 856
4th Dragoons » 6859 18 672
14th Light Dragoons | Coimbra 578 22 71 871
16th ,, v Santarem | 689 12 20 671
2th " Coimbra | 215 1 66 282
8rd 9 )
K.G.L M 78 50 123
Artillery, British Leiria 477 id 858 907
" erman M 810 44 126 480
Royal Engineers » 25 1 26
Royal Waggon Train | Lisbon 91 49 90 230
1st Batt. Coldstream
Guards Coimbra | 1097 90 2 1189
1st. Batt. 8rd Guards . 1185 74 8 1212
s s 8rd Regt. Pombal 6832 10 118 805
2nd ,, Tth Fusiliers ” 586 88 578
»w 1 9th Regt Leiria 4068 | 158 ;3 564
st ,, ) )
(detachment; . 118 51 164
2nd Batt. 24th Regt. | Lisbon 700 26 ] 729
8rd , 27th ,, Ourem 658 | 184 2 794
st ,, 20th ,, Condeixa | 552 2 6 630
2nd ,, 80th ,, Lisbon 496 88 99 638
»w 9 Blst Ourem 680 97 4 781
”» ” 40th ”
(detachment) ’ 27 27
1st Batt. 45th ,, . 615 | 126 27 767
2nd Batt. 48th ,, Coimbra 661 54 716
»w 3 58rd Condeixa 646 46 3 694
6th ,, 60th Rifles | Coimbra 6569 56 4 619
2nd ,, 66th Regt. . 619 84 9 662
s sy 88rd Leiria 801 48 7 856
w s B8Tth Coimbra 612 88 1 701
1st ,, 88th ,, ' 550 148 28 721
w s 97th Pombal 528 68 17 603
1st ,, Detachments| Coimbra 740 | 187 44 921
2nd ,, . Pombal 741 | 200 14 956
1st & 2nd Lt. Batts.
K.G.L. . 108 87 4 144
1st Line Batt. K.G.L. » 609 83 11 708
2nd ” ” " ” 744 61 8 808
5th ,, ”» » 658 108 11 75
7th ” ” " ” 658 60 9 722
Independent Garrison
ompany Santarem 26 15 7 48
Total of Rank and File . 20,652 (2,868 |1,217 (24,272
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Perhaps 10,000 of the Militia and ‘“ Ordenanzas’ Local
Militia) were in garrison in Elvas and other places.

For the approaching campaign the Staff and organisa-
tion of Wellesley’s army was as follows :—

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Lieut.-General the Hon. 8ir Arthur Wellesley, K.B.
(Marshal-General of the Portuguese Army).

Military Secretary Lieut.-Col. Bathurst, 60th Rifles.

Captain the Hon. F. Stanhope, 1st Guards.
. »  Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 48rd Regt.
Aides-de-Camp »  Henry Bouverie, Coldstream Guards.
»w  G. Canning, 8rd Guards.

Adjutant-General  Brigdr.-General the Hon. Charles Stewart.

Lieut.-Col, Darrock, 86th Regt.
’ Lord Aylmer, Coldstream Guards.
" Hinuber, 68th Regt.

Assgistant . J. Elley, Royal Horse Guards.

Adjutant-Generals { Major F. 8. Tidy, 14th Regt.

» Williamson, 80th Regt.

s Berkeley, 85th Regt.

» Campbell, 70th Regt.

(Captain W. Cotton, 8rd Guards.

s  J. Elliot, 48th Regt.

Deputy-Assistant s  C. Dashwood, 8rd Gl'lards.

Adjutant-Generals s  F.Cockburn, 60th Rifles.
» V. Graham, 26th Regt.

»  H. Mellish, 87th Regt.

Lieut. G. During, K.G.L.

Qu&rterm;ster-Gen. Colonel George Murray.
A Lieut.-Col. W. Delancey, Staff Corps.

Assistant » J. Bathurst, 60th Rifles.
Quartermaster- . R. Bourke, Staff Corps.
Generals Major G. de Blaquiére,

» A, Northey.
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Royal and German Artillery (80 Guns).
Brigdr.-General Howarth, Commanding.

Infantry Brigades.
Brigade of Guards (2,292 Rank and File).
Brigdr.-General H. F. Campbell.
Coldstream ; 8rd Guards; 1 Company 60th Rifles.

1st Brigade (2,022 Rank and File).
Major-General Hill.
8rd; 48th; 66th; 1 Company 60th Rifles.

2nd Brigade (2,658 Rank and File).
Major-General MacKenzie.
24th ; 27th; 81st; 45th.

8rd Brigade (1,771 Rank and File).
Major-General Tilson.
60th (5 Companies) ; 87th; 88th; 1st Portuguese Grenadiers.

4th Brigade (1,674 Rank and File).
Brigadr.-General Sontag.
97th; 2nd Battalion Detachments; 1 Company 60th ;
2nd Battalion 16th Portuguese Regiment.

5th Brigade (1,590 Rank and File).
Brigadr.-General A, Campbell.

7th; 58rd; 1 Company 60th ; 1st Battalion 10th Portuguese
Regiment.

6th Brigade (1,702 Rank and File).
Brigadr.-General R. Stewart.
20th ; 1st Battalion Detachments ; 1st Battalion 16th
Portuguese Regiment.

Tth Brigade (1,617 Rank and File).
Brigdr.-General Cameron.
9th ; 83rd; 1 Company 60th; 2nd Battalion 10th
Portuguese Regiment.

King’s German Legion.
Major-General J, Murray, Commanding,
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There was every reason to hope for a successful
advance against Soult. The wave of the French invasion
appeared to have spent itself ; and the personal renown of
the British Commander was so bright that the blaze of
national insurrection immediately burst forth from the
Tagus to the Tamega. The conspiracy against Soult,
already alluded to, had also reached such a height
that French officers were in the British lines with
information as to the Marshal's position, numbers, and
lines of retreat, and suggestions for seizing him. From
these traitors Sir Arthur seems to have gleaned some
useful intelligence; but he took very good care to give
none in return, and flatly refused to allow his operations
to be influenced in the slightest degree by their schemes.
A few days later, but not until the British Army was on
the Douro, the plot was discovered. Its ramifications
had extended far and wide among Soult’s officers, and he
believed indeed that the whole of the Divisional Generals
who had come to him from Junot’s Corps were involved
in it.

Preparatory to the advance the following General
Orders were published :—

‘“ COIMBRA, 3rd May, 1809.

¢“2. Upon all occasions, when the Army will march, it
will be in one or more columns, on one or different roads,
with a view to take up & position, or by separate bat-
talions, brigades, or larger divisions, with a view to
occupy certain cantonments. In the first case the
reserve artillery and stores, drawn or carried by hdrses or
mules, are to follow the troops; then the baggage of
regiments, and individuals of each column, is to follow,
arranged in the order in which the corps or individual
will stand in the columns; and lastly, the artillery and
commissariat stores on carts, drawn by bullocks.

.
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not by these and other measures be enabled to get the
better of these practices, he is determined to report to His
Majesty, and send into garrison those corps who shall
continue them ; as he prefers a small but disciplined and
well-ordered body of troops to a rabble, however
numerous; and he is resolved not to be the instrument
of inflicting upon the people of this country the miseries
which result from the operations of such a body.”

It is satisfactory to be able to say that the Guards
formed an honourable exception, and throughout the war
set an example of good conduct and discipline.

After evacuating Portugal Soult entered Orense on the
20th of May and occupied himself in quelling the insur-
rectionary movements in Galicia, and the feeble struggles
of the remnant of Romana’s army. At Lugo he met
Ney, who roundly accused him of treachery to the
Emperor. Soult indignantly denied the charge. High
words arose. The two Marshals drew their swords and a
duel was only stopped by the interference of their Staff.
Hearing in the month of June that Wellesley was
moving against Victor, Soult felt the further retention of
Galicia impossible. He therefore marched to Tancora,
whence he proposed, in co-operation with the 5th and 6th
Corps, to move on Ciudad Rodrigo and thence on Lisbon.
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of communication with Madrid; and he felt assured that,
Soult having been expelled from Portugal, the advance
of Cuesta’s army and his own along the valley of the
Tagus would infallibly cause the French to evacuate
Galicia. But Cuesta, although useful in combating the
presumption of Frere and the corruption of the Spanish
Juntas, was an impossible man to co-operate with. His
views on military matters were not less absurd than those
of his compatriots, and much valuable time was lost
before the British Commander could induce him to
consent to a rational plan of operations. In the mean-
time the opportunity of cutting Victor from Madrid had
been lost; for that officer, unable to discover the strength
and movements of the British Army, and hearing of
Soult’s retreat, first made a feint of advancing (and thus
induced our Engineers to blow up the bridge of Alcantara),
and then, retiring across the Tagus at Almaraz on the
19th of June, took post at Plasencia. About the same
time Soult appeared to Wellesley to be menacing Portugal
once more from Zamorra ; and, to guard against the con-
tingency of another invasion, Beresford was sent up early
in July to the north.

But the time spent at Abrantes was by no means
wasted. The Army was not in & condition to take the
field. Although gold had been profusely lavished by the
British Government upon the Spaniards and Portuguese,
Wellesley had been stinted to the last degree; and,
besides the obstinacy of Cuesta, want of ready money for
a time absolutely stopped his intended advance. The
departmental services also were disorganised. The lack
of discipline among our troops formed another subject of
serious consideration. Marauding was prevalent ; among
the worst offenders being the convalescents recently dis-
charged from hospital and on their way to rejoin their
regiments. Nearly the whole army was inexperienced,
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was armed with the “ Brown Bess ” musket and bayonet.
The ““ Brown Bess,” carrying spherical bullets—twelve to
the pound—had an accurate range of about 100 yards
only, yet proved far more efficient than the French
musket of smaller bore which carried bullets weighing
seventeen to the pound. In fact, throughout the war the
steadiness and accuracy of the British infantry fire was a
continued source of admiration and annoyance to the
enemy. The infantry soldier was heavily weighted with
from 50 to 60 lbs. on his back, and his uniform was ill-
adapted to active service, but his powers o/ endurance
and fighting capacity was unequalled, and as he gained
experience became as good as a Frenchman in resource
and knowledge of war.

The heaviest field gun was the 9-pcander, and the 6
or even 3-pounder was more common. The effective
range of artillery fire did not exceed 600 or 800 yards.
The devotion of the artilleryman may be judged from
the fact that during the whole of Wellington’s campaigns
not a single gun was permanenty lost. A well-informed
writer in the United Service Magazine for May, 1902,
remarks: ‘ During the first campaigns of Sir Arthur
Wellesley the Field Artillery was often without horses,
and reduced to relying on teams of oxen. Their horses,
when they had them, were usually those cast from the
Cavalry and were still nade to work in a single line of
draught. There was mo system for the supply of drivers,
and the detachments marched or rather straggled behind
the guns. By the end of the war all were regularly
horsed: with eight horses in pairs, driven by men from
the Driver Corps The gunners were carried on the
limbers and axleree seats. The Field Batteries, whose
value was at lat beginning to be recognised, could thus
vie with the smartest of Horse Artillery troops. The
armament of both Horse and Field Batteries was by no

-
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Egypt, became a fundamental formation for Infantry.
The successive firing by ranks was found the most
suitable to employ against Cavalry, and also from
the fact that it interfered less with the use of the

‘““Officers of Cavalry such as the Neys and Richepanses,
were seldom found in the armies of the Republic. But at
the head of the Imperial squadrons were seen Murat,
Lasalle, Kellermann, Montbrun, and others who excelled
in the art of regulating and directing vast ‘ hurricanes ’ of
Cavalry. That decision so necessary in a commander-in-
chief should also be possessed by a Cavalry leader. Above
all, it is essential that he should be prodigally endowed
with one precious quality which no other can replace—a
quality more rare than is generally supposed—unflinch-
ing courage. With a coup d’@:l as quick as lightning, he
must combine the vigour of youth, a powerful voice, and
the agility and address of a centaur.

‘““The French Artillery up to the Revolutionary period
was considered the first in Europe. In 1792 and 1793
great numbers of cannon were employed in battle. . . . .
The Horse Artillery was composed, on its first formation,
of the most active artillerymen, and was afterwards
recruited with the élite of the Grenadiers. It performed
wonders, and in the campaigns in Germany, mere captains
of that arm acquired the reputation of generals. Very
soon the Generals would have no other artillery, since,
being more mobile and more efficient, less of it was
required, and the columns of the train were proportion-
ately lightened.

“In the rear of Napoleon’s Army marched a reserve
which was never equalled. The Imperial Guard repre-
sented the glory of the Army and the Majesty of the
Empire. Its officers and men were chosen from those
whom the brave had designated as the bravest; all of
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courage of the people. Indeed, we know of no other
troops so well disciplined. The principal cause of their
pre-eminence in this respect would, if applied to the
French Army, most likely produce an exactly opposite
effect. Varieties of character and condition need different
means to gain the same end.

“The English non-commissioned officers are excellent,
but their courage and ability are not encouraged by pro-
motion to higher grades. They are nominated by the
commanding officer of the regiment, and can be broken
only by sentence of a court martial. Their authority is
extensive, including the minute details of inspection,
discipline, and daily instruction—duties which in other
armies would not be committed to them.

“In the British Army will not be found either the
strong sympathy between leaders and men, the paternal
care of the captains, the simple manners of the subalterns,
nor the affectionate fellow-feeling in danger and suffering
which constituted the strength of the Revolutionary armies
of France*; but unshaken patriotism, and tried and
steady bravery, are to be met with among them every-
where. . . .

“It was thought that the English soldier had not
enough intelligence and smartness to combine with the
regular duty of the line the individual action of the
gkirmisher. When the need of a special light infanjry
began to be felt, the best marksmen of different corps
were at first selected; but it was afterwards found
advisable to make the eight battalions of the 60th, the
three battalions of the 95th, and some of the foreign
corps, exclusively into skirmishers. These troops are
armed with the rifle. During the last war companies
of these riflemen were always attached to the various

* General Foy was no doubt unaware of the system in Moore’s
regiments.
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Hill's Brigade Abrantes and neighbourhood.
Stewart's Brigade »

A. Campbell’s Brigade »

sont&g’s ” 1

Cameron’s “ Tancos.

Tilson’s " Castello Branco.
Langwerth'’s » Barquins.

2nd K.G.L. . Moita and Atalaya.
Mackenzie's »” Cartigos, Corticada and Vilha Velha.
27th, 80th and 40th Regiments Lisbon.

Independent Garrison Company »

By the middle of the month the force was further
organised in Divisions; but as Sir John Sherbrooke was
the only Infantry Lieut.-General present, command of
each other Division than the 1st was assumed temporarily
by the senior officer belonging to it.

CAVALRY DIvision.

Lieut.-General R. Payne.
Rank and File.

. i 8rd Dragoon Guards 526

1st Brigade Brigd.-Gen. Fane { 4th D::goons 6545
— 1,070

. 14th Light Dragoons 464

2nd ,, Major-Gen. Cotton 16th ”g ’g’ 525
-— 989

28!& ) 459

Brd ,  ColomelAmon | Light Dos. K.G.L. 451
— 910

Total of rank and file in Division 2,969
1 3-pounder Battery R.A.

1sT INFANTRY DIvIsION.

Lieut.-General Sir John Sherbrooke, K.B.
Brigade 1st Bt. Coldstream 970
of Guards } Brigd.-Gen. H. Campbell{ 1st Bt. 8rd Guards 1,019
1 Coy. 60th Rifles
— 1,989
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Rank and File.
Brigade } " Cameron { 2nd Bt. 83rd 635
1st Bt. 61st 778
— 2,058
1st K.G.L. } L { 1st Line Bt. K.G.L. 604
Brigade n  Lengwerth 945, ', ., 610
— 1,214

2nd , » 678
%n(-l K'G.LQ} ”» Lowe {7‘511 [TEERT) 9 657
rigade 1stand 2nd Lt. Bts. 106
— 1,841
Total of rank and file in 1st Division 6,602
1 6-pounder Battery R.A. 2 6-pounder Batteries K.G.L.

2ND DrvisioN.
Major-General Rowland Hill.

1st Batt. The Buffs 746

1st Batt. 48th 807

1st Brigade Major-Gen. Tilson 2nd Batt. ,, 567

2nd Batt. 66th 526

1 Company 60th

— 2,648

. 20th 598

6th ,  Brigd.-Gen. R. Stewart{ 1st Bt. Detachments 609
— 1,207

Total of rank and file in 2nd Division 8,858

8D Division.
Major-General Mackenzie (acting)..

2nd Batt. 24th 787
2nd Brigade Major-Gen. M&ckonzie{ 2nd Batt. 81st 783
1st Batt. 45th 756
— 2,278
2nd Batt. 87th 599
8rd Colonel Donkin { 5th Bt. 60th (5Coys.) 562
1st Batt. 88th 599
— 1,750
1 Battery R.A.—8-pounders.

Total of Division 4,028
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4tH DIVISION.
Brigadier-General A. C bell (acting).
* P @ 8 Rank and File.

97th 502
4th Brigade {2nd Bt.Detachments 626
1 Company 60th
. — 1,127
2nd Bt. 7th Fusiliers 481
6th ,,  Brigd.-Gen.A. Ctmpbell{2nd Bt. 58rd 587

1 Company 60th

1 heavy 6-pounder Battery R.A.

Total of Division 2,096

GraND ToTAL.

Cavalry 2,069 sabres

Infantry 16,576 rank and file

Artillery 1,011 and 80 guns 20,641

R.E. 22 Sappers

Royal Staff Corps 68
The gross total of all ranks and arms may be estimated at 23,200.
About 9,000 additional British troops were assembling at Lisbon,

but none were ready to advance before the 28th of June.

On the side of the French the numbers were as follow
on the dates named. (Vide Napier, vol. i. app. xxx.):
In the valley of the Tagus :—

1sT Army Corps.
Marshal Viotor (16th July).

Present under
arms. Total.
8 Divisions of Infantry 88 battalions 18,890 26,373
2 ’” Cavalry 18 squadrons 8,781 5,080
Artillery and Equipage 2,586 8,005

Total present under arms, 25,257 and 48 guns.

4t ABMY CORPS.

General Sebastiani (10th July).
8 Divisions of Infantry 27 battalions 17,100 25,960
. Cavalry 25 squadrons 8,670 5,869
Artﬂ]ery, &c., unknown.
Total present under arms, 20,770 men and 30 guns.
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was thought they might be reinforced by a few thousand
men from the King’s Guards and the garrison of Madrid.
On the side of the allies, Wellesley with 20,000 men was
at Abrantes; Cuesta with 38,000 at Almaraz. General
Venegas, credited with 18,000 men—he had in reality
about 25,000—was threatening Toledo from the side of
La Mancha. Sir Arthur believed it would be possible, by
combined action, to drive the enemy from Madrid and free
all the southern provinces of Spain. But the French were
operating on short interior lines; the distance between
Talavera and Toledo being not much above 50 miles.
The allies were on exterior lines, with divergent bases.
Wellesley at Abrantes was 180 miles distant in a straight
line from Almaraz, and even after his junction with
Cuesta, he would still be considerably more than 100
miles from Venegas at Ciudad Real.

Unfortunately, Wellesley greatly underrated not only
the numbers of the French opposed to him, but also their
recuperative power, and he began his march under the
conviction that Soult was at the head of only a few
thousand demoralised men. The capture of the French
General Franceschi gave Sir Arthur some information of
what was going on in the north of Spain, and warned him
that he must take measures against a possible attack on
his left flank. The principal passes by which Soult could
cross the Bejar mountains were those of Perales and
Bafios. The former was occupied by the Duque del
Parque, but as an additional precaution, Beresford was
directed to keep an eye on it, and a newly landed British
Brigade, consisting of the 5th and 58th Regiments under
General Lightburne, was placed at his disposal. General
Cuesta promised to hold the pass of Bafios with four
battalions. In reality, however, he sent only 600 men
provided with but 20 rounds of ammunition.

On the 30th of June Sir Arthur reached Castello Branco
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to General Mackenzie with his own Division and Anson’s
Brigade of Cavalry. It had been grossly neglected. In
such a wooded country an efficient system of patrolling
was essential. Not a single patrol seems to have been
sent out. At 3 p.m. two of Victor's Divisions crossed
the Alberche unperceived, fell upon Mackenzie, and in a
moment threw his troops into disorder and drove them
in confusion out of the wood. The 45th, in the 2nd
Brigade, and the 60th in the 3rd, alone held their ground
and formed a rallying-point for the remainder. So com-
plete was the surprise that the first intimation of the
enemy’s approach was given by the sudden appearance of
French skirmishers who were on the point of surrounding
a house from which Wellesley was taking observations.
Sir Arthur had barely time to jump down from the roof,
mount his horse, and gallop away. The enemy was
checked. Another Cavalry Brigade came up in support,
and Mackenzie, with a loss of 400 men, made good his
retirement to the position of the main body. He posted
the 2nd Brigade in rear of Sherbrooke, while Colonel
Donkin, noticing the “ round ” hill on the left to be still
unoccupied by Hill's Division, seized it with the 3rd
Brigade. The two Cavalry Brigades formed up in rear
of the 1st Division. Victor, who was close at hand in
pursuit, promptly took possession of the hill opposite
Donkin, and opened fire with his guns.

About the same time Sebastiani, with the 4th Corps,
was advancing along the right bank of the Tagus, and
his Light Cavalry began skirmishing with the Spaniards.
Ten thousand of them broke at once and fled to the rear
in wild confusion. The remainder stood fast, supported
by Cotton’s Cavalry Brigade, which had been posted
behind them, and repelled the attack. Part of the
fugitives then returned, but no less than 6,000 were absent
from the battle next day.
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last few days to reconnoitre the ground. The duty bad,
however, been neglected. Anson, without sending
forward a single scout, put his Brigade in motion,
advanced at a gallop along the valley between Hill and
Bassecourt, and the next moment found himself on the
edge of a deep mountain torrent. The 1st Hussars
K.G.L. reined up in time. The 23rd went headlong in;
but two squadrons, although in great disorder, succeeded
generally in climbing the opposite bank and threw them-
selves upon one of Merlin’s Light Cavalry Brigades, only
thirty yards distant. The other Brigade came to its
support ; and the 23rd, naturally enough, was repulsed
with the loss of half its numbers. The remainder, wheel-
ing to the left, sought refuge under Bassecourt’s Division.
In its course from left to right the mountain torrent
became easier; and while these two squadrons of the
23rd were thus in difficulties, the 3rd under Captain
Drake, on the extreme right, encountered only a slight
obstacle, crossed it with ease, found itself in the interval
between two French Infantry columns, passed through
them and created much confusion among the enemy’s
Infantry beyond. Ruffin and Villatte, on seeing the
approach of Anson’s Brigade, had halted. The sight of
Fane’s Brigade in support and of Albuquerque’s Division
in reserve, stopped Ruffin altogether; and though
Villatte, after recovering the effect of Drake’s charge,
advanced, his attack upon the 2nd Division was delivered
in a rather half-hearted sort of way, and repulsed without
any great difficulty.

Meanwhile a desperate contest was being waged in the
centre of the British line. Here Lapisse, preceded by a
terrific artillery fire from the massed batteries on Victor’s
hill which spread destruction through Sherbrooke’s ranks,
had been seen to collect a large force in the olive grove
opposite the Guards. In half an hour he advanced to the
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cheers. Lapisse fell mortally wounded. His Division,
assailed in front with the bayonet and torn in flank by
the British guns, fell back discomfited. No further
attempt was made upon the British position. The
enemy had lost all cohesion and retired to his original
position unmolested, for our troops were exhausted, and
to have used the Spaniards—characterised by Wellesley
as incapable of performing any manceuvre, however
simple—for an offensive movement, would have been
dangerous in the extreme. At 6 p.m. the battle was
over, and then occurred one of those horrors almost too
terrible for the mind to realise, for the dry grass caught
fire and many of the wounded, lying helpless on the
ground, perished in the flames.

Thus ended the battle of Talavera, described by
‘Wellesley as the hardest fought action of modern times.
Generals Mackenzie and Langwerth were killed, and the
total of the British casualties amounted to upwards of
5,400. The Spaniards, in accordance with Sir Arthur’s
intention, had been but slightly engaged ; but it is note-
worthy that the few regiments which were actually under
fire in conjunction with British troops behaved admirably.
The French had lost two General Officers, 7,389 other
officers and men, and 17 guns. King Joseph’s Guards
and the Reserve were still intact, and the British con-
fidently expected a renewal of the attack on the 29th;
but in the early morning the French retired across the
Alberche and took up a position behind the river. In the
course of the day, Brigadier-General Robert Crauford,
who had been coming up from Lisbon by forced marches,
reached the British camp with a Brigade 38,000 strong,
made up of the 43rd, 52nd, and the 95th Rifles; three
of the regiments trained a few years previously by Sir
John Moore to such a pitch of excellence that when new
to active service they were at once regarded as veterans
and deemed the mainstay of the Army.
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towards Rodrigo. Next day he crossed the pass of Banos
without opposition, and on the 31st entered Plasencia.
The 2nd Corps was only one day’s march behind him.
On the 3rd of August, Mortier, crossing the Tietar,
reached Toril. It was now possible for him to seize the
bridge of Almaraz, and by occupying the Meza D'Ibor
and Mirabete mountains on the further side of the
Tagus, to cut off Wellington’s sole remaining line of
retreat upon Portugal. Ney, however, was still north of
Banos; and Soult, unaware of the actual state of affairs
and of Victor’s position, did not feel himself warranted in
weakening his available force by detaching troops across
the Tagus.

The strategical situation was now completely altered,
but the imminence of his peril was unknown to Sir
Arthur Wellesley. He was aware of the presence of a
French force in his rear, but estimated it at only 15,000
men. News of the abandonment of the pass of Banos
and the arrival of the enemy at Plasencia were brought
to him only on the 2nd of August. On the 3rd he
marched to Oropesa to encounter the new foe, having
previously secured Cuesta’s promise to remain at Tala-
vera with a view to holding Victor in check and protect-
ing the British wounded who crowded the town. Napier
shows that the situation on this day gave an admirable
instance of ‘‘ the fog of war.” Soult was unable to get
precise information. Wellesley with 23,000 men was
marching to attack 53,000 ; while on the other side, King
Joseph, alarmed by the appearance of Wilson with his
4,000 irregulars at Escalona, had called Victor to
Mustoles to make a last stand in defence of Madrid.

On the 4th Wellesley realised that he was in presence
of at least 30,000 men. He had already discovered that
his retreat on Almaraz had been intercepted. Just then,
to his intense disgust, he descried the Spanish army
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Cuesta had followed Wellesley over the Tagus. On
the 8th Mortier crossed the river, fell upon the Spanish
rearguard and dispersed it, capturing 5 guns and 400
prisoners. Fifteen other guns, left behind by neglect,
were taken next day; and the whole park would have
shared the same fate had Sir Arthur not taken the matter
into his own hands and hauled it up the Meza D’Ibor
mountain. Victor had crossed the Tagus at Talavera on
the 7th, and was urged by Soult to attack the allied
position at Deleytosa, the latter promising to support him
with the 2nd and 5th Corps; while Ney with the 6th
Corps was to cross the river at the same time by a ford
near Almaraz and attack the Mirabete mountain from
that side.

Although the Allies had successfully taken up a strong
position on the left bank of the Tagus, their situation
was still full of peril. The country-side was covered with
Spanish fugitives. Cuesta was as impracticable as ever.
Everything was in disorder, and the execution of Soult’s
combination could have hardly failed to cause a terrible
disaster. Happily, Victor was just then recalled by
Joseph, and Ney did not find the ford at Almaraz. On
the 11th, order was restored in the camp of the Allies.
The Spaniards occupied the impregnable Meza D’Ibor.
Wellesley’s headquarters were at Jaraicejo, on strong
ground, with his line of retreat on Merida secured so long
as Crauford held the passage at Almaraz. Next day
Cuesta, having had a paralytic stroke, resigned his
command. The obstinate, impracticable, self-sufficient
old man was succeeded by General Eguia ; yet, on the
whole, Cuesta was one of the least incapable of the
Spanish Generals who enjoyed independent command
during the war.

Soult’s combination having failed, he devised a new
one by which he intended to march with his three Army
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usual price of the whole animal, and men and officers
outbid each other for the wretched food.” Privation
brought on dysentery, from which hardly & man in the
army was free, and the hospitals were crowded. Of the
troop horses, 1,000 had died; 800 others were unfit for
any work.

Under these circumstances Wellesley’s course was
clear. On the 20th of August he evacuated his position
and retired, first to Merida, then to the neighbourhood of
Badajoz, whence—to use his own expression—he could
hang on the enemy’s flank and prevent him crossing the
Guadiana unless he came with very great forces. Beres-
ford, leaving an outpost on the Portuguese frontier,
retired to Thomar behind the Zezere. Eguia was also
directed to fall back behind the Guadiana. He was then
succeeded by the Duc d’Albuquerque, but the latter being
out of favour with the Central Junta, was left to guard
Estremadura with 12,000 men, while the rest of his army
was sent to reinforce Venegas, who had halted in the
Morena and now found himself in command of nearly
50,000 men.

The position taken up by Wellington was admirably
chosen from the strategic point of view for its purpose of
defending the south of Spain and Portugal. At the end
of the year the British Commander was able to say, ‘“ The
French had from the end of August not less than from
70,000 to 90,000 men disposable; they have since des-
troyed two armies of Spaniards which it was thought
proper to expose to their attack; and yet they have not
been able to advance, or to gain any solid advantage
beyond that of destroying the Spaniards.” . .. ‘‘The
advantage of the position of Badajoz was, that the British
army was centrically situated in reference to all the
objects which the enemy might have in view; and at any
time, by a junction with a Spanish corps on its right, or
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and engendered in the British ranks a hatred of the
Spaniards for which the latter were destined to pay
dearly at a later date. Wellesley, having gained a bitter
yet salutary experience of the fundamental difference
between Spanish promises and Spanish performances,
vowed that never again would he rely upon the Spaniard,
and he kept his word. Prompt and resolute as he had
been in escaping from one of the most perilous positions
in which a commander has ever been placed, it can
hardly be doubted that but for the delay caused by Ney’s
insubordination and Mortier’s circuitous march to Sala-
mancs, to say nothing of Joseph’s flagrant error in fight-
ing the battle of Talavera, Wellesley must have been
crushed between the overwhelming masses of the enemy.

The general run of the campaign was singularly like
that of Sir John Moore. In each case an advance was
made into the heart of Spain with too small a force to
command success; in each case reliance on Spanish
assurances proved fallacious; and in each case a descent
of the enemy in overwhelming numbers upon the British
flank and rear necessitated a hasty retreat. Wellesley
indeed gained a victory before retreating; but the battle
of Talavera, although it gave confidence to the British
troops, and showed them that they were the equals of
those hitherto regarded as the finest soldiers in Europe,
was not (and from the circumstances of the case could
not be) followed by any strategical advantage; for
although by his advance Wellesley had cleared the
northern, as Moore had cleared the Southern provinces
of the French, in neither case was a man put into the
field, or even raised by those provinces, to strike a blow
against the national enemy,

One may perhaps think that Sir Arthur might in the
first instance have profited a little more by Sir John
Moore’s experience of the Spaniards ; but at all events he
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CHAPTER X

Operations in Catalonia—Siege of Gerona—Its capture—Wellington
rebukes the Spaniards—Battle of Ocana—Victor invests Cadiz by
land—Operations in Catalonia.

URING the summer and autumn of 1809, while the
other Army Corps of the French were engaged on
the Tagus, the 3rd and 7th were busy in Aragon and
Catalonia. After defeating Blake at Belchite on the 18th
of June, General Suchet, commanding the 3rd Corps,
occupied Saragossa as his headquarters, being principally
engaged in subduing the irregular bands under the
guerilla chiefs who infested the neighbourhood, and in
organising a system for the better government of his pro-
vince. In both tasks he proved successful. By the end
of the year the fortresses of Lerida and Mequimenza alone
separated him from St. Cyr and the 7th Corps, which
had been withdrawn behind the Llobregat. The occupa-
tion of the castle of Alcanitz, on the Guadaloupe river,
afforded a base for future operations against Valencia;
while the success of his civil government disarmed the
hostility of the peaceable and law-abiding portion of the
population.

Meanwhile St. Cyr had been engaged in the sieges
of Gerona and Hostalrich, whose occupation by the
Spaniards endangered the security of Barcelona. Gerona
was invested on the 4th of June by the Divisions of Verdier
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could have been successfully prosecuted, if the garrison
had been suddenly augmented with 15,000 or 20,000
men from the ocean? After one or two successful
descents, the very appearance of a ship of war would
have stopped a siege and made the enemy concentrate ;
whereas the slight expeditions of this period were generally
disconcerted by the presence of a few French companies.”
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exposed, has given H.M. a very high opinion of Lord
Wellington’s sense and of the resources of his mind as
a soldier, and that as he appears to have weighed the
whole of his situation so coolly and maturely and to have
considered so fully every contingency under which he
may be placed . . . His Majesty trusted that his
ministers would feel with him the advantage of suffering
him to proceed according to his judgment and discretion
in the adherence to the principles which he has laid
down, unfettered by any particular instructions which
might embarrass him in the execution of his general
plan of operations.”

The spirit of loyalty towards his servant thus shown
at a time when the latter was the most unpopular of
his subjects is creditable in the highest degree to
the old king, and Wellington no doubt appreciated it
accordingly.

Concurrently with the exposition of his views on the
general situation the British Commander was occupied in
obtaining information as to the practicability of fortifying
the mountains of the peninsula formed by the Tagus and
the Atlantic about Torres Vedras in the neighbourhood
of Lisbon, with a view to converting them into a huge
entrenched camp to which he could carry his army should
the French invade Portugal, and whence, as a last
resource, it could embark either for England or to under-
take a new line of operations based on Cadiz. The idea
was not new and the details had been worked out by the
French colonel, Vincent, and by Sir Charles Stuart in
1799, but Wellington intended to carry it out on a far
larger scale and to make it of infinitely greater importance
than had been contemplated by his predecessors. Lieut.-
Colonel Fletcher, an able Engineer, was sent to examine
the ground at leisure. It was quietly surveyed and






OPERATIONS

WELL

2492

88

ore 609 vi0'g| 69T |

9 00V 989 8 TI 98 %09 = 9% | ' OpIoA[BA qwu.sswsn 3q31] 981
8T Bl aLe 182, — 19 66 98¢ | Q% 1 'USOWIA B[NIA suoods1 1931 Y191
‘uosuy rereusp-eipsdug
‘opvbug pig
8 _S. 098 | 18 T _S _32 g6y | 6% _so_oS S[MA suooBe1q 1987 UIFT
% 165 | 18¢ | ¥OL | —! . g19 ' g | wepg =+ suoofeiq ekoy
"opel§ [etouep-1orpedug
"opobg pup ;
89 Oy  0&F  BWL | — | 90T _ gI | ey | 88 v Yt suoofeiq Wy |
90 8F ' 9OTF 169 ‘8 | 09T | 0%F 0% _ epuopy | spreny) uoodeiq pig |
H | '
. : * _
Q _ | ;
m 2 m 5 m N { | |
E T F m 8 | m. ¥ i g _ aopwg m uormyioy
‘80801 :oH puUs 83900 vonoisﬁﬁoo.uoz “ “

93010180 .Eqaw ng [euo[o)
"opvbrg 361

*u0330) pus oule S[EIAUSH-JUEUIANIYT
*NOISIAI(] AWIVAV)




243

IN

*£391IRIV oY) 0 pevowne so[uw ggT Surpniouy ,

THE PENINSULA

— — |— !t | e18 ig [11 log | Q& | 1T | ‘uswaf, uobbom
—~—= =1 — g lgl— i¥ |6 | o .= ‘ewourbug ohioyg
—| — | — | +88T'T| 600'G|®& | L9% | L8 | 89T‘I| 99 s[eY.T,
—|— |— | 638 | 6 | — |98 |28 | 8% e1 ooy Sasm:mqﬁ V'H
—— |— | e SE % |98 | LoT | ©99 o8 - vad
—— |— 1 88 —\|— |8 | 818 11 VEY
g Ba | g | &
m ] 3 m m m = m
1) e m.
Tl o8 m.o. - # | saowmo “yuourBoy
& o i
-s9810H “UOJ PUT SIOWO HOUOTENTIIWOT-UON

V"D ‘qHUMOH [wiouep-2orpudug

oy (ofiog




v50'8| GOT | 89T | 806G | 099V | 683 |+  *** v v s[ey0]
o1 |6 |8 | |8 L “ =+ syyeq yqSrT pug pus 38y
APEERE AL T A £
2 Wy 4 e ‘ .
wL |18 |9 |19 |o0ss | 13 “ oo w w gy [ TeseUep-Ivpelug
89L |08 |81 (898 |9cy | 9% | reey maoawpsy | -+ o THA "1ed 19
o |1 |¥ |®T |&9 1 s sop1y 4309 Awsdwo) [
g8 |L |01 [9¥e |g9F | g8 “ e e a8Tg yeg 98T *uoIoure)
ev. |1 |¥v |e1g | L6 | L3 “ e e e pugp iyeq Pug ( [eaeuep-Iorpedug
¥8 |¥ | IT |B1F [ T0F | 9B uoqory ettt NG "1I%d PUG
89 |— (& 8l |L¥ 4 . w09 el mg Auedwop 1) oy on iy
WI'L — |18 | 11% {899 | ¥T “ T SpISUD DI CWSH T by ot o
6vI‘'T| — |98 |®%ey [ 899 | T zolepeg vt wreelysplo yyeq ISt :
Q
i e
MO [ g i W ‘8100180 ‘uop 819 ‘yusmiBey
('.J\II\
m ‘UO PU% 8I90WO ‘O'N

"G} 9%001q07g *) *{ 1§ [610UCH-JUBUGINOIT

*NOISIAI(] XWINVAN] IST

244 WELLINGTON’'S OPERATIONS




245

IN THE PENINSULA

S[eq0,

%8 . — ¥ ¥Ic 609 88 “
gOI'T: — 08 1% 96L 98 048y o107,
6.8 ' — ¥ o.T 699 OF ofpuop
g% — OI 6%l V9 08 “
19 — 9 8. 0¥ 8% “
18 — II %8 9% I8 s[qeng
¥ '9 % ¥ 19 1
89 — 06 LI ¥ . Lo “
1L — 91 981 o8y 08 “
%L © ¥ L0F 08 9% “
¥96 | — ¥ 0% 6.9 18 olnuopy
g | 2
E F o
o . g [ ‘8100WO aopeIs
m ! "wR vn.-JhmoEo ‘O'N
"[ITH PUS[A0Y [810USD-§UBUINOLL

‘NOISIAI(J ANgG

... Dog 43 E«.M piojnex) uye)

* q§%8 ‘139 PG .

P P QUOL)-I37 ug
wes “ee pug ) ™ et

+ qILg g 98T |
o Sl S e S
-+ g yeg gey ) T O EIPRIRE

1309 Awedurop 1 i
*** 7399 “19°¢ PUG (
*** Q3% 1994 PUG (- UOSTL], “Uep-Iofepy |
"t 9818 e :# W
" sgng pig ,

“yusuniBoy



246 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

889'9%

970'T

‘BUsS[{  ‘puvTIWO)

L9%

2859

¥16°'91
Vuoeelg

198
X018

‘sxuey (v Jo 90
—! PUBTIUIOD 07¥[peTITHT 8,U043ul[[oA) PIOTT Jopun ‘suerpsny) oyj uo Lwwry YsTyg oY) JO [8304 PUweIp

‘uey puv -.§.304 POUOSS{TITIO)-UON

‘81900

0gg‘c; 08 | L9 oau;w ges'g| 8T | v vt vt Srejo],
g (6 |g |6 1w |1 “ st g0 Ausdwmog ¢
%L |0z |01 (99 ! 188 9% BZu9AlQ o qUe
280'T| — | 9T | 08T ! 08 o9 “ Tttt UI0P ‘99ed 981 »  STIOTIRY] [dUO[O)
BT — | B 98% | 818 18 zofepeg Tttt LG t33ed pag
oo (T |3 |6 | |1 “ et gy0g Awedwop g8t
geL | — |6 |©Beg | 80F | 8% ¢ Tttt pagg 'yyeq pug 9100
LI0'T| — [ 8T | 9¥1 . GE8 L8 “ oot T e 98T [810usp)-10f8 Y
g8 | — lot |89% | 16% L3 BZUSANO Tt Ul Vel pug
*(Arexoduag) o[0) T *p ‘UOH [BI0UP-10{6{—'NOISIAIJ HI}
0BL‘9| GOl | ¥% | 960°T| OFB'F| 81T | °* v v e 8[e30], _
808 |08 |OI |T¥ |BLE | 95 “ (8£0D g) soptyd Y09 119 UIg n
68 | — (& LLG | V9 68 “ T WIS g 81 ¢ UMUOQ [3UOIO)
¥968 | 1L | 9 L% | ¥89 8% " Uttt g tyeed 981 |
SPI'T| 81 |9 691 | 986 ey ... *t 8opry 4396 "1¥ed 1851 piomeI) g
902’1 | 8 ¥I | 121 | 880'T| 68 ‘ e PUgS WL 8T ¢ 1y iomop-totpesug _
9LT'T{ 0T |4 |6%% |68 | 88 | Z0AeJy odurey | - "t pagy yyed 981 R
4
g ,
R
m.o R m. ) g2 8190130 ‘wopIesg ‘JueniSeyy
. E ‘wol cnaJ-ﬂooEO ‘O°'N
*(£rexodwaeq) paonsi) *9J rexoUsf)-2eTpeSprg— NOISIAL(T qug !







248 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

Local rank had been granted to Generals Hill and
Cotton.

The errors in the compilation of ‘ States” had pre-
viously been so glaring—except in the case of the Guards
and King's German Legion—as to call forth a severe
rebuke from Lord Wellington; and, indeed, for several
years afterwards he found difficulty in getting Staff-
Officers to make them out correctly.

The two Battalions of Detachments had been recently
sent home with a few words of commendation for their
gallantry in the field, and of caution, on account of their
somewhat predatory instincts.

The state of affairs existing at this period in Spain is
pithily described in a private letter written about this
time by Lord Wellington. “1I feel that Lord Wellesley
will not be able to do much with the Spaniards. Their
Government is & miserable one, deficient in every quality
which a Government ought to possess. Their military
establishment is very defective, and they have neither
General nor inferior officers of any talents, nor sufficient
number of troops; and these last appear to me to be
worse as soldiers than their general officers are as
generals. The troops have neither arms, clothing,
accoutrements, discipline, nor efficiency; there are no
magazines, and no means of collecting from the country
the supplies which all armies require. There is no plan
of a campaign, either for carrying on the war, or for
continuing the contest; and the efforts of the rulers
appear to be directed in the first instance to keeping
their own situations, and in the second to exciting and
keeping up in the country a kind of false enthusiasm by
which it is supposed that everything can be effected ; and
they endeavour to effect both these objects by the under-
taking of little operations with little means, by the
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PART III

CHAPTER XII
Problem of the defence of Portugal—Measures adopted.

HE problem of the defence of Portugal was one of

considerable difficulty. Napoleon’s accurate appre-
ciation of the strategical situation had led him from the
outset to select for his Army Corps a central position
whence, keeping their masses only on the principal
routes, communicating by moveable columns,” they
“menaced all the important points without scattering
their forces.” The problem was further complicated by
the reinforcements, forming an 8th, 9th, and Guard
Corps, which were poured into the Peninsula after the
conclusion of peace between France and Austria, and
the expectation of the arrival of the Emperor in person,
an event which, by putting an end to the jealousies of
his Generals, and enabling the tangled threads to be
gathered in one powerful hand, would, in all appearance,
speedily complete the conquest of Spain and Portugal.

‘“ Portugal,” says Napier, ‘ has no defensible frontier.
The rivers, generally running east and west, are fordable
in most places, subject to sudden rises and falls, offering
but weak lines of resistance, and the Zezere excepted,




































264 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

4tH DIvision.

Eﬁeylgi;e
Major-General Hon. G. L. Cole. anrih:nd

File.
3rd Batt. 27th 813
. 1st Batt. 97th 844
Colonel Kemmis 1st Batt. 40th 209
1 Company 60th 47
2nd Batt. 7th Fusiliers 886
s 1st Batt. 11th 896
Brigadier-General A. Campbell and Batt. 58rd 358
1 Company 60th 47

8rd Portuguese Regiment

15th t1) ”
8,745
LiegeT DIVISION.
Brigadier-General R. Crauford.

1st Batt. 43rd 791
Brigadier-General Drummond { 1st Batt. 52nd 895
1st Batt 95th Rifles 818
2,499

Colonel Baron Eben { 1st Portuguese Cagadores

2nd ” ”

Royal Staff Corps 89
2nd Batt. 88rd 451
Garrison Co. K.G.L. 21

Effective Rank and File of British Cavalry 2,755
” I ” ” Inf&ntry 18,607

Early in April, Colonel Peacocke, commandant at the
base of operations, reported the arrival at Lisbon of the
8rd Battalion the Royals, the 1st Battalion 9th and
2nd Battalion 38th Regiments, under Major-General
Leith. By the addition of a Portuguese Brigade to
these troops a 5th Division was formed. Command was
assumed by Leith, and the Division was posted on the
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The strength of the whole of the French forces in the
Peninsula on the 15th of July was:—
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On the approach of the enemy in force Wellington
recalled sixteen Militia battalions from Braganza to the
Lower Douro; and Crauford, who was lining the Agueda
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dinate. Wellington continues : “You will say, if this be
the case, why not accuse Crauford? I answer, because,
if I am to be hanged for it, I cannot accuse a man who I
believe has meant well, and whose error is one of judg-
ment and not of intention ; and indeed I must add that
although my errors, and those of others also, are visited
heavily on me, that is not the way in which any, much
less a British army, can be commanded.”

It is open to doubt whether Crauford’s error was
ontirely ‘‘one of judgment and not of intention,” but
none the less Wellington’s letter shows the principles
of generosity on which he acted towards his Divisional
Generals. It may be perhaps a matter of regret that
this generosity did not always extend to officers of
lower grade who had fallen into error.
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Rffeckive
rank and file
exclusive
of sick.
Troops at Lisbon ... .. 1844
Men “ on command *’ . 1,648

———

Total of effective rank and file ... 29,048

By adding one-eighth we get about 33,700 as the
approximate number of effectives of all ranks. Of these
something less than 21,000 were in Wellington’s and
something more than 6,000 in Hill's Corps. The re-
mainder, and also about 32,000 Portuguese—with the
exception of a few regiments and batteries attached to
British troops, and Le Cor’s Brigade at Fundao—were
either in garrison or held in reserve to reinforce either
wing of the English army, as occasion might demand.

The Portuguese troops were as yet by no means trained
or disciplined, and reinforcements from England were
urgently required. Lord Liverpool, Secretary of State for
War, in a letter written on the 2nd of August, was forced
to admit that ¢ the effects of the fever contracted by our
army last year in Walcheren are still of that nature that,
by a late inspection, we have not at this time a stngle
battalion of Infantry reported fit for service in the field
with the exception of the Infantry of the Duke of
Brunswick’s corps.”

But Wellington, with his usual acumen and clear
insight, grasped the whole situation, the weakest point of
which lay in the lukewarmness of the British Govern-
ment. In a private letter to Lord Liverpool dated the
19th of August, he rebuked the inertness of the Ministers,
urged them to renewed exertions, dwelt upon his confident
hope of final success, and stated the measures which he
considered indispensable, should the Government be
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Ney, Montbrun, and Reynier crossed the Mondego, and
recrossed next day to the right bank at Fornos, their
advance guards being simultaneously at Mongoalde,
fifteen miles lower down; while Junot’s Corps moved
directly upon Viseu to protect the right flank from the
Portuguese Militia which, to the number of 10,000, had
collected under British officers on the Douro with a view
to harassing Masséna’s march.

Meanwhile Wellington, covered by the Cavalry, was
retiring by the left bank of the Mondego. The road,
although hemmed in on the one side by the Estrella
range, and on the other by the Mondego, had been put in
repair ; and as the river was not only fordable but well
bridged, there would be no difficulty in transferring the
army to the right bank if necessary, to stop the enemy’s
progress.

On the 18th the advance guard of the French entered
Viseu. On the same day the leading Brigade of the 1st
British Division reached Coimbra. Next day Captain
Somers Cocks of the 16th Light Dragoons —a most
enterprising and intelligent officer—retracing his steps,
succeeded in reaching Celorico, where, in Napier’s words,
he ascertained * that Masséna, relinquishing his commu-
nications, had thrown his Cavalry, Infantry, Artillery,
parcs, baggage, and hospital waggons in one mass upon
the worst road in Portugal.” On the 20th and 21st
‘Wellington, who had left & rearguard on the Griz, passed
the rest of his army across to the right bank of the
Mondego, occupying Mortigao and Busaco; while Leith,
only twelve miles in front of Hill, reached the Alva by
way of Thomar and Espinhal.

The two wings had thus, to all intents and purposes,
concentrated more rapidly indeed than had been expected
by Wellington ; for Hill (with the sound common sense
which always distinguished him), having discovered the
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agreed with Reynier, he did not feel justified in taking
the responsibility of making a general attack without
reference to Masséna. Masséna was, however, ten miles
in rear at Martagoa. When he arrived his Corps Com-
manders assured him that the position could be carried by
a direct attack. Unfortunately for himself the indolence
which was a trait of the Marshal’s character when matters
were going well now showed itself. Without taking
the trouble to reconnoitre the position personally, the
Commander-in-Chief accepted the views of his colleagues,
yet deferred the attack until the following days. He thus
fell between two stools, for he lost his last chance of
overwhelming the British by force of numbers and yet
found no alternative to a frontal attack.

The Sierra de Busaco, a mountain eight miles in length,
‘‘abuts with its right on the Mondego, while its left is
connected with the Sierra de Caramula by a rugged road
impervious to the march of an army. A road along the
crest afforded an easy communication from right to left ;
and behind the ridge on the right the ford of Pena Cova
furnished a passage over the Mondego to the Alva. The
face of Busaco was steep, rough, and fit for defence ; the
Artillery of the Allies, placed on certain salient points,
could play along the front, and there was some ground on
the summit suitable for a small body of Cavalry. But
neither guns nor horsemen on the French side had a field,
and their Infantry were to contend with every difficulty
of approach and attack.

‘ After passing the Criz, a tableland permitted Masséna
to march with a wide order of battle to Martagao; but
from thence a succession of ridges led to the Sierra Busaco,
which was separated from the last by a chasm so profound
that the naked eye could hardly distinguish the move-
ments of troops in the bottom, yet in parts so narrow
that 12-pounders could range across” (Napier, bk. xl.
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Major-Gen. Cameron 24th ; 42nd ; 61st; 1 Company 60th.

Col. Hon. E. Pakenham 1st Batt. 7th; 79th; Royal Staff Corps.
o B Lo {14,288 5,1 e B K61
2 Squadrons 4th Dragoons.

18 British or German gons (one 9-pounder, two 6-pounder Batteries).

' 6 Portuguese guns (one 6-pounder Battery).

8rd Division.
Major-General Picton.
British Brigades Col. Mackinnon 45th ; T4th ; 88th,
Major-Gen. Lightburne 5th; 88rd; 8 Coms. 60th.
Portuguese ,, Col. Champlemond 9th, 21st Portuguese Rgts.

12 Portuguese guns (one 9-pounder, one 6-pounder Battery).

4th Diviston.
Major-General Hon. G. L. Cole.

British Brigades Brigdr.-Gen. A. Campbell § gy a2t 1407 Ikt

. 27th ; 40th; 97th; 1
Col. Kemmis Company 60th.
Portuguese ,, Col. Harvey 11th, 28rd Portuguese.

Brigdr.-Gen. W. Campbell { %2, 1080 Portuguese

6 guns R.A. (8-pounders).
Light Division.
Brigadier-General R. Crauford.
{ 43rd ; 4 Companies 95th ; 8rd

British Brigades Col. Beckwith Cacadores.
Col. Barclay { 5232«;&%132?[,&“188 ooth; Tat
Portuguese ,,  Brigdr.-Gen. Pack { ls%agﬁt}:refortuguese P

Brigdr.-Gen.Coleman 7th, 19th Portuguese.
2 Batteries R.H.A,, one 3-pounder Portuguese Battery. Total,

18 guns.
RigaT WiING oF THE ABRMY. Lieut.-General Hill’s Army Corps.
Major-General Hon. H. Fane.
18th Light Dragoons.

Portuguese Brigade Col. Le Cor. 12th, 18th Regts. ; 8 Militia Batts.
Six 6-pounder Portuguese guns.
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Coimbra road. This road was thus flanked by Crauford
and directly defended by Pack’s Brigade posted on the
crest line near the Convent de Busaco, which had been
loopholed and placed in a state of defence.

On Pack’s right the three remaining Brigades of the
1st Division formed the centre of the line along the
highest part of the ridge. Next came Lightburne’s
Brigade of the 3rd Division, and then the main body of
it under Picton, covering the Martagoa-Coimbra road,
having on its right the 8th Portuguese Regiment from
Eben’s Brigade, which was separated by an interval of
two miles from the main body of Hill's Army Corps, of
which the 5th Division, under Leith, formed the left.
Then General Stewart with the 2nd Division closed a
road running from Martagoa to the Pena Cove ford, and
his troops extended nearly to the Mondego. On the
further side of that river, the Portuguese Brigades of
Le Cor and Campbell occupied the Sierra de Murcella,
covering the right flank of the Army, while General Fane
was on the right bank of the Alva with the 13th Light
Dragoons, to ‘ observe the movements of the enemy’s
Cavalry on the Mondego.”

On the French side, Reynier with the 2nd Corps—
formed in two columns of attack—was posted at the
village of Antonio de Cantara. Three miles away on his
right, the 6th Corps, under Ney, was preparing to storm
the Convent, but the distance between the two Generals
would necessitate their attacks being entirely independent
of one another. During the small hours of the morning
of the 27th, skirmishing took place at the outposts, and
just before daybreak, .Reynier suddenly drove in the
picquets of the 3rd Division. Masséna now came up in
person. He had been warned by some of his Staff that
it would be better to attempt to turn the position than to
assault it in a frontal attack, and on seeing the rugged
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flank, the gallant regiments after a desperate struggle
drove the French in confusion down the mountain-side.

Meanwhile General Leith, seeing no enemy in front of
his position, and noticing Picton’s need, was bringing the
5th Division (in pursuance of Wellington’s orders to his
Generals to give each other mutual support) along the
ridge to his colleague’s assistance. Barnes’s Brigade led.
His left battalion was stopped by a precipice ; but the 9th
Regiment succeeded in deploying, then, without re-
turning the enemy’s fire, charged Reynier’s first Division
with the bayonet and drove it from the crest. No
pursuit was attempted, but the musketry fire decimated
the French as they retreated in confusion down the
precipitous mountain-side. Leith’s remaining Brigade
came up in support of Barnes. Hill in person was
rapidly approaching from the right, and the danger in
this quarter was at an end.

In the course of this attack the French had lost General
Graindorge, and their other casualties were terribly heavy.
Reynier seems indeed to have ordered the Brigades of
Foy and Sarrut to renew the attack, but the attempt
must have been of a half-hearted nature, and little else
than long-range firing took place.

On the French right, Ney met with no better fortune.
Impeded to a greater extent than Reynier by the
difficulties of the ground, it was not until after 8 a.m.
that he was able to advance in force to the assault. By
a grievous error the interval had not been used to prepare
the attack with artillery fire. ILioison’s Division, headed
by Simon’s Brigade, advanced against Crauford’s front,
while Marchand manceuvred to turn his right flank. A few
skirmishers only of the Light Division were to be seen
dotted here and there among the fir-woods. Undeterred
by the shrapnel fire of Ross’s R.H.A. battery, cleverly
posted among the rocks, Simon briskly ascended the
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height. But as he reached the rocky basin in which the
Division lay hidden, a terrible surprise awaited him.
Crauford in a loud voice suddenly called the 43rd and
52nd to their feet, and ordered them to charge the enemy
who, undeployed, was still advancing in column of
sections. With heroic fortitude the foremost of the
Frenchmen met the charge. A British soldier fell to
the fire of every man of the leading section. But nothing
could withstand that victorious attack. Assailed at once
in front and on both flanks, raked by three murderous
volleys at five yards’ distance, the remnant of the French
column recoiled, gave way, and fled in disorder down the
slopes. Meanwhile Marchand, with his Division in
extended order, had made good his footing and threatened
the summit of the ridge. Pack’s Brigade, however, held
him in front, and Loison’s failure exposed his right flank
to Ross’s guns. Isolated as he was, and unsupported by
the 3rd Division in reserve, Marchard then found himself
obliged to abandon the attempt and to retire across the
ravine. A worse combined attack never was made. The
8th Corps, held in reserve in rear of Ney, was not brought
into action at all, and 25,000 men had been hurled upon
a mountain position held by nearly 60,000.

Skirmishing continued during the afternoon, but the
French made no further bid for victory, and the loss of
five Generals and 5,000 other officers and men convinced
Masséna—as it has perhaps convinced other Generals in
more modern actions—that the frontal attack of a strong
position by a series of unconnected assaults without pre-
liminary reconnaissance, against an unshaken enemy in
superior numbers, cannot be undertaken with impunity.

On the side of the Allies Colonel Barclay of the 52nd,
who commanded a Brigade of the Light Division, died
soon afterwards of wounds received. Otherwise only 200
were killed and 1,050 others were wounded or missing, the
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Within an hour the army was in motion. Hill's
Corps, crossing the Mondego, retreated by the military
road upon Espinhal and Thomar; Wellington’s, covered
by the Light Division, by Mealhada upon Coimbra.
Crauford, however, halted on the right bank of the
Mondego. The 1st Division that day reached a point
between Fornos and that river. The 4th Division was
north of Fornos; the 3rd at Eiras; the 5th at Dianterne ;
the Light at Botao; and the Cavalry at Mealhada. On
the 30th Masséna was at Mealhada, and a rapid move-
ment by his right might have enabled him to ford the
Mondego below Coimbra and intercept Wellington in
his retreat on Leira; for Crauford was still on the
right bank of the river, and the British Cavalry Brigades,
which took the duties of the rearguard when the Light
Division had disentangled itself from the mountains and
had debouched on to the level country, were posted at
Fornos, four miles north of Coimbra on the Oporto road.
They were extremely badly handled. The country was
thickly enclosed. The regiments were in consequence
confined to a single road, along which they retired in
great confusion, hard pressed by the enemy’s Cavalry
under General St. Croix.

Had Wellington intercepted the French during their
turning movement in the defile of Boyalva, and simul-
taneously attacked them in rear, it seems probable that
he would have inflicted a terrible disaster upon the
enemy crowded together in a narrow mountain path.
He judged it better to leave them alone, but by doing
so lost much of the advantage gained by his victory.
Wellington’s proclamation to the Portuguese exhorting
them to destroy all food supplies, to carry off their goods
and retire to Lisbon, had been disregarded; and though
he had renewed his entreaties at Busaco, the time had
been hardly long enough to allow the wretched in-
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ton’s Corps evacuated Leira, and retired in two columns;
one, covered by two Brigades of Cavalry, vid Batalha
and Rio Mayor; the other by Alcobaca and Obidos
(along the road which he had traversed just before the
battle of Vimeiro in 1808), with De Grey’'s Heavy
Brigade as its rearguard. Masséna followed the first-
named.

But although Masséna had succeeded in gaining the
Coimbra road, his position was still full of peril. He
was cut off from his base, and about 33,000 of the
Portuguese Militia, under Silveira, Trant, and others,
threatened him from the north of Beira. Prudence
dictated the establishment of a new base at Oporto, as
well as the employment of the 9th Corps in dispersing
the Militia and securing the line of communications
between Oporto and Almeida. But Masséna contented
himself with filling up Coimbra with his sick and
wounded, 5,000 in number ; and, leaving these defence-
less people with a most inadequate guard, marched in
pursuit of Wellington.

Retribution quickly followed this neglect. It has
already been noticed that Colonel Trant, unable from
the exhaustion of his men to stop Masséna’s flank march
upon Sardao, had fallen back behind the Vouga. When
the French had well committed themselves to their
march on Lisbon, Trant returned to Mealhada. Soon
after daybreak on the 7th he surprised a French outpost
at Fornos, eight miles distant. Then following up his
advantage with his Cavalry, he seized the bridge over the
Mondego at Coimbra by a coup de main; and, having
thus cut off the garrison from the main body, entered
the town with his Infantry and captured the whole of the
invalids. A daring enterprise, showing the value of
: m'egula.r troops when properly handled ; and by contrast,
the feebleness of the efforts of the guerilla bands in Spain.
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covered the retirement of the guns and Cavalry Division
to Quinta de Toro. The situation was saved, but the
Generals should have been broken for their unpardonable
carelessness. However, if Wellington had made a
practice of trying by court-martial every general officer
who deserved punishment for incompetence or dis-
obedience of orders, he would have had but few left ; and
it is only fair to say that a good many profited by their
experience and did eventually improve.

‘While these rearguard skirmishes were taking place,
the lines of Torres Vedras were being occupied by the
main body of the army. These famous lines ‘‘ consisted,”
says -Napier (bk. xi. ch. 8), quoting from Colonel
J. T. Jones, R.E., “ of three distinct ranges of defence.

¢ The first, extending from Albandra on the Tagus to
the mouth of the Zizandre on the sea-coast, was, follow-
ing the inflections of the hills, 29 miles long.

“The second, traced at a distance, varying from 6 to
10 miles, in rear of the first, stretched from Quintella on
the Tagus to the mouth of the St. Lorenza, being 24
miles.in length.

‘“The third, intended to cover a forced embarkation,
extended from Passo d’Arcos on the Tagus, to the tower
of Junquera on the coast. Here an outward line, con-
structed on an opening of 3,000 yards, enclosed an
entrenched camp, the latter being designed to cover an
embarkation with fewer troops if such an operation should
be delayed by bad weather. This second camp enclosed
Fort St. Julian, whose high ramparts and deep ditches
defied an escalade, and were armed to enable a rearguard
to resist any force. From Passo d’Arcos to the nearest
part of the second line was 24 miles; from the first line
it was two marches, but the principal routes led through
Lisbon, where means to retard the enemy were pre-
pared. o
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2,000 men, were supplied by Pack’s Brigade; and on the
reverse slope, which might be about four miles in length,
Leith was posted in reserve.

“4. From the valley of Zibreira to Torres Vedras.
This portion, seven miles long, was at first without works,
because it was only when the rains had set in that the
resolution to defend the first line permanently was
adopted. But the ground, rough and well defined, having
a valley in front, deep and watered by the Zizandre, now
a considerable river, presented a fine field of battle.
Here Spencer and Cole, reinforced with a 6th Division,
formed of troops recently come from England and Cadiz,
were stationed under the immediate command of Wel-
lington, whose quarters were fixed at Pero Negro,
just under the lofty Secora rock, on which a telegraph
was erected to communicate with every part of the
line.

*5. From the heights of Torres Vedras to the mouth
of the Zizandre. The right flank of this portion and a
pass in front of the town of Torres Vedras were secured
by a great redoubt, mounting forty guns, and by smaller
forts judiciously planted so as to command all the ap-
proaches. From these works to the sea a range of
moderate heights was crowned with minor redoubts ; but
the chief defence there, after the rains had set in, was to
be found in the Zizandre, unfordable and overflowing so
as to form an impassable marsh. Such were the defences
of the first line, strong, but at several points defective;
and there was a paved road, running parallel to the
foot of the hills through Torres Vedras, Runa, Sobral,
and Arnda to Alhandra, which gave the enemy an
advantage.

“The second and most formidable line shall now be
described from left to right.

“1. From the mouth of the S8t. Louren¢a to Mafra.
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of impassable rocks, called the Sierra de Serbes, stretched
to the right of it for two miles without a break, and then
died away by a succession of ridges into the low ground
on the bank of the Tagus. These declivities and the flat
bank of the river offered an accessible opening, two and
a half miles wide. It was laboriously defended indeed by
redoubts, watercuts, retrenchments, and carefully con-
nected with the heights of Alhandra; yet it was the
weakest part of the line, and dangerous from its proximity
to the valleys of Calandrix and Aruda.

“ Five roads practicable for guns pierced the first line
of defence : two at Torres Vedras, two at Sobral, one af
Alhandra; but as two of these united again at the
Cabega, there were only four points of passage through
the second line, that is to say, at Mafra, Monte Chique,
Bucellas, and Quintella in the flat ground. Hence the
aim and scope of all the works were to bar those roads
and strengthen the favourable fighting positions between
them, without impeding the movements of the army ; the
loss of the first line therefore would not have been
injurious, save in reputation, because the retreat was
secure upon the second and stronger line: moreover the
guns of the first line were all of inferior calibre, mounted
on common truck carriages, immovable and useless to
the enemy. The Allies’ movements were quite unfettered
by the works, but those of the French Army were impeded
and cramped by the Monte Junta, which, rising opposite
to the centre of the first line, sent out a spur called the
Sierra de Baragueda in a slanting direction towards the
Torres Vedras mountain, and only separated from it by
the pass of Runa, which was commanded by heavy
redoubts. Masséna was therefore to dispose his army on
one or the other side of the Baragueda, which could not
be easily passed ; nor could a movement over it be hidden
from the Allies on the Monte Agraga, who from thence
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Unit. Station.

14th Light Dragoons In front of Sobral,
towards Abregada.

Brigdr.-Gen. Pack’s Portuguese Brigade In front of Sobral,
towards Alemquer.

Light Division Arruda.

Cacadores of Light Division Matos and Carvalhal,
behind Arruda.

2nd Division Alhandra.

Major-Gen. Hamilton’s Portuguese Division  Villa Franca.

Le Cor’s Portuguese Brigade Alverca.

Major-General Fane's Cavalry Loures.

8 Squadron’s of ditto On outpost duty in
front of Gen. Hamil-
ton.

Sir 8. Cotton with Cavalry Brigade S. Antonio do Tajal,
en route for Mafra.

Headquarters Santa Quintina, near
Sobral.

On the 24th of October Wellington received the further
support of 6,000 Spaniards under Romana, who had been
persuaded to cross the Tagus and occupy Enxara de los
Cavalleiros.

On arriving opposite the lines, Masséna was positively
astounded. Not only was he unaware of the fortifications,
but so greatly had the French topographical department
neglected its work that the existence of the mountains
was unknown. The Marshal, however, quickly observed
that the line occupied by the Allied Army was too much
extended to be strong throughout, and that the defenders
were terribly hampered by the crowds of Portuguese
refugees who entered the lines with them. He therefore
determined to make an immediate attack upon an
‘obviously vulnerable point at Arruda. Ney and Reynier,
however, refused point blank to carry out his orders, and
Masséna gave way. He never got another chance, for
Crauford quickly made his post impregnable.

To cover his disappointment the French Commander
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but I have fought a sufficient number of battles to know
that the result of any is not certain even with the best
arrangements.”

At this period also, political, not less than military,
matters were engaging Lord Wellington’s attention.
More than 40,000 refugees from Beira were crowding
the banks of the Tagus in his rear. Corn had to be got
at any price. The Portuguese Government was partly
inert, partly treacherous, and the question of feeding
these unfortunate people devolved upon the British
Commander and his very able civil colleague, Mr. Stuart.
They traded in corn, importing largely from America and
elsewhere with great success. Yet in spite of their efforts
and the soup kitchens organised by regimental officers,
thousands died of hunger. Early in October Stuart took
his seat on the Board of Regency, and thenceforward
exercised a measure of control. He did much to suppress
the intrigues of the other regents, and eventually was
given sole control of the British subsidies. Wellington
and Admiral Berkeley were also members of the Regency,
but do not seem to have attended the meetings of the
Council.

Despondency prevailed among the British General
Officers, notably Spencer and Charles Stewart, whose
letters gave evidence of incapacity to appreciate Lord
Wellington’s vast designs, and want of loyalty towards
their chief. These letters, and many communications,
written or verbal, by other officers, were the more
dangerous that they coincided with those of the party in
power; for the latter, overwhelmed with the timidity
habitual to Conservatives, and tormented by a strong
opposition (in those days it was, at any rate, the strength
and not the weakness of the opposition which hindered the
good intentions of the Ministers), felt but little confidence
in the ability of Wellington, whose characteristics were
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so exactly the opposite to their own, to stem the tide of
French invasion and make good the defence of Portugal.
Indeed they were inclined to regard him as a person of
weak intellect for entertaining such hopes.

In writing to Liord Liverpool, the British Commander
quietly and dispassionately gave the reasons for the
course which he was pursuing, and for the hopes which
he entertained of ultimate success. He paid no regard
to the feelings of despondency expressed by his sub-
ordinates ; but their letters recoiled on themselves, and
the writers thenceforward forfeited his confidence.

Newspapers and the private correspondence of his
officers gave Wellington an infinity of trouble. Staff
Officers—who ought to have known better—would write
to newspapers at home, giving details of movements of
which they had been confidentially informed ; and the
newspapers, ready as at the present day to publish any-
thing and everything without reserve, became Napoleon'’s
most trustworthy source of intelligence. In his corres-
pondence we constantly find the Emperor basing
instructions to his lieutenants upon information gleaned
from English journals. *‘ We are the most indefatigable
writers of letters and news that exist in the world; and
the fashion and spirit of the times give encourage-
ment to this,” observed Wellington, in a letter to
Mr. Stuart on the 17th of June. Shortly afterwards—
on the 10th of August—he published a serious warning
to his officers in a General Order on the subject.
“ The Commander of the Forces will not make any
inquiry to discover the writer of the letters which have
occasioned this unnecessary alarm in a quarter in which
it was most desirable it should not be created. He has
frequently lamented the ignorance which has appeared
. n the opinions communicated in letters written from the
- Army, and the indiscretion with which those letters are
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CHAPTER XVI
Masséna retires—Takes up a position about Santarem.

HE pressure on Masséna’s rear, and the exhaustion

of the supplies in the immediate neighbourhood

of his lines, soon began to tell upon him. His position
became untenable, and when the morning mists on the
15th of November had cleared away, the British outposts
found no enemy in their front. The plans of the French
Commander were, however, still uncertain. He might
intend to cross the Tagus, or be merely preparing a new
line of advance on Torres Vedras by the western side of
the Monte Junto. Hence at first Hill and Crauford, on
the Villa Franca and Alemquer roads, alone followed him
up. But next day it became obvious that Masséna had
no such intention. There seemed every reason to believe
that he was making a general retreat; and Wellington,
having brought the 1st Division to Cartaxo, and the 4th,
5th, and 6th to Alemquer, was preparing to attack him,
when the Marshal suddenly halted and took up a new
position of great strength. His left, formed by Reynier’s
Corps, resting on the Tagus, occupied ground in front of
Santarem, almost impregnable and covered by the Rio
Mayor. On Reynier’s right—but at a distance of twelve
miles in a straight line, and nineteen by road—Junot
took post on hilly ground about Permes; while the
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The close of the year ultimately proved to indicate the
high-water mark of the tide of Gallic invasion. Thence-
forward, slowly and intermittently, yet very surely, the
tide began to ebb until at length it had receded behind
the Pyrenean mountains.
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tion Carts.
1807 47,500 | 7,120 100 o4 18 56
1808 209,800 | 86,200 | 1,800 196
1809
January 11,210 | 1,892 136 8
February 8,270 | 8,170 6 850
March 4,800 _ 28 —
A 7,200 200 7 40
ay 1,660 — 28 —
June 850 — 50 —
July 600 80 —
Avugust 1,880 —_ 80 —
September | 1,600 —_ 20 —
October 96 — — —
November 8,280 80 —_— —_
December 8,940 | 1,700 — 86
Totalin1809| 44,950 | 4,302 484
1810
January 26,500 | 10,150 590 10 4
February 18,1560 | 5,670 458 16 6
March 18,036 | 2,290 645 16 (]
April 6,414 854 325 —
May 5,000! 1,500 83 —
June 9,790 640 188 27
July 7,140 50 82
August 9,800 | 2,240 278 12
September | 2,990 500 275 —
October 7,650 | 1,500 97 8
November | 11,750 — 92 —_
December 1,800 840 152 7
Totalin 1810| 124,510 | 25,784 | 8,209 96 16
1811
Jan'ry 28th 600 180
Grand Total| 426,860 | 78,586 | 5,414 820 84 56
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Army Corps to me by retaining in front of them a con-
siderable detachment of the enemy, ... and these
demonstrations, by holding the enemy to the Tagus, have
greatly helped the operations of the Duke of Dalmatia.

‘ On the 6th of March the Army will execute its move-
ment for the change of position. . . . The 2nd and 8th
Corps will take post the next day upon the heights of
Golegao and Torres Novas. The artillery will appear to
prepare a passage of the river at Punhete, . . . and for
two days the enemy will be in uncertainty as to our
object. . . . Leiria is the pivot of the movement and the
centre of resistance. I shall concentrate there, under
command of the Duke of Elchingen (Ney), the 1st
Division of the 9th Corps, two Divisions of the 6th, and
the Cavalry of the Army.” On the third day, before the
enemy has had time to unravel my intentions, the Army
will be in line from Leiria to Thomar, and will be put in
motion ; the 2nd Corps from Thomar in the direction of
Espinhal ; the 3rd Division of the 6th Corps from Chao
de Macans upon Anciao; the 8th Corps from the same
village upon Pombal and Redhinha; the 6th and 9th
Corps will form the rearguard from Leiria upon Pombal.
The Army will halt in its new positions, will effect the
passage of the Mondego, and the 9th Corps will march
upon Celorico. In consequence of these dispositions the
enemy will be unable to operate against the various
columns of the Army, and will remain in a state
of indecision until the completion of the change of
position. . . .”

Wellington was by this time well aware of Masséna’s
intention to retreat. He decided to follow him up with
five Divisions and to send the 2nd and 4th, under Beres-
ford, to relieve Badajoz. The British Commander was,
however, terribly handicapped by the want of General
Officers, for although Generals Houston, Nightingall and






348 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

which he had taken should have made this retreat too
difficult.

The following extract of a letter from Colonel Jenkin-
son, R.A., dated 21st of March, and quoted at length in
Sup. Des. vii. p. 85, gives an account of Wellington's
preliminary movements: ‘Lord Wellington had long
held out, contrary to the opinion of every person in
the army, that he did not entertain the slightest doubt
of the enemy being compelled to retire for want of pro-
visions, and daily made a most minute reconnaissance of
their position; and on the 5th was persuaded that if
retreat was not their object, some important movement
was intended.

* Before daybreak on the 6th Lord Wellington received
a letter from a person he had been in the habit of cor-
responding with at Santarem, stating that the enemy had
retired, and he immediately put his army in motion
in three columns: the left on the great Coimbra
road, the centre by Santarem and Thomar to Pombeal,
and the right upon the road from Santarem through
Golegao, Atalaya, and Thomar to Espinal, calculating on
their being compelled to take the road by the Ponte de
Murcella.

“The first day the Cavalry, Ross’s troop (R.H.A.) and
Light Division reached Pernes, the 1st and 4th Divisions
of Infantry were posted near Golegao, the 6th Division *
and other troops at Santarem, and the 8rd and 5th
Divisions one march on the great Coimbra road; and
a British Brigade of Infantry crossed the Tagus to
observe whether any column of the French passed the
Zezere ; and having found it to be otherwise, and that
they had destroyed all their boats on that river, they
crossed the Tagus and joined their Corps.

* A 6th Division had been recently organised, and new arrivals
enabled Wellington to form a 7th Division shortly afterwards.
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retreat ; and abandoning all idea of holding the country
beyond the Mondego, directed his troops to turn eastward
at an acute angle, and march on Puente de Murcella.
Ney, who had barricaded the road leading on Condeixa
from the south, was ordered to cover the movement ; but
the sudden change of direction exposed the whole flank.
Wellington, detecting the alteration of plan, instantly
deduced therefrom that Trant was still holding Coimbra,
and directed Picton to move to his right by mountain
paths towards the only road now available for the enemy’s
retirement.

Ney, at Condeixa, finding himself in imminent danger
of being cut off, abandoned the town and followed the
retreating columns. He could hardly have done other-
wise ; but neglected to report his movement to the Com-
mander-in-Chief, and Masséna, who was outside Fuente
Coberta—a village about five miles east of Condeixa—
where the Divisions of Clausel and Loison had been
posted to guard the right flank of the retiring army, was,
about 3 p.m., surprised by the sudden appearance of
Picton’s Division, and as nearly as possible captured. It
was indeed with difficulty that the Marshal after nightfall
succeeded in regaining the French lines; and the
unhappy lady who shared his fortunes, mounted on a
horse which again and again fell down over the boulders
which strewed the mountain paths, had a bitter
experience, although gallantly borne, of the hardships
of warfare.

Communication was immediately established by
‘Wellington with Coimbra. During the night the out-
lying Divisions of the French army regained the main
body, and in the morning (14th) Erskine, advancing in a
thick mist, without the most ordinary military precautions,
found himself involved in a frontal attack upon the 6th
and 8th Corps posted at Cazal Nova on the * almost
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Governor, Menacho, had been killed; and although
Wellington had told his successor, General Imas, that
Masséna was in full retreat and that Beresford was on
his way to relieve the garrison, Imas with his garrison
of 9,000 men, not only surrendered forthwith (to a force
of only 13,000), but handed Wellington’s confidential
letter over to Soult.

But for one or two petty fortresses such as Elvas, and
Campo Mayor, and Beresford’s force, the road to Lisbon
now lay open to Soult. Cole was therefore directed to join
Beresford vid Thomar with the 4th Division. Nightingall
was then ordered to feel his way alone from Espinhal, and
if unopposed, to march thence by the north bank of the
Essa upon Miranda, and there to come in touch with the
main body of Wellington’s army.

Disregarding Masséna’s orders to retire across the river,
Ney retained on the near bank of the Ceira Lamotte’s
Brigade of Cavalry and two Divisions of Infantry with
guns, occupying strong ground with his centre resting on
the village of Foz de Aruce. At 4 p.m. on the 15th
Wellington came up. Rapidly grasping the situation, he
employed his usual tactics, holding the enemy's right and
centre with the Light Division, and turning his left with
the 3rd. Picton’s men at once drove that part of the
enemy opposed to them on to the bridge in confusion.
An accidental shell from a French battery falling among
its own Infantry led the latter to believe itself sur-
rounded, and completed the rout. Lamotte’s Cavalry
had just been withdrawn across the river. Attempting
to return in support of the Infantry, it encountered the
fugitives on the narrow bridge. A terrible scene of con-
fusion ensued, and many men also who tried to cross the
river by the ford were drowned in the flood. French
authorities state that the remainder of the Divisions of
Mermet and Ferey stood fast and repelled the British by
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must wait till more come up, which I hope will be this
day"’

Nor did the evil end here. *Three of General Pack’s
Brigade died of famine yesterday on their march, and
above 150 horses have fallen out from weakness, many of
whom must have died from the same cause. . . . The
mules of the artillery are unable to draw the guns, for
want of food, for any length of time; the baggage mules
of the army are nearly all dead of famine, and the drivers
have been neither paid nor fed.

“ This is the state of the Army at the commencement
of the campaign. . . . I have this day told General Pack
and Colonel Ashworth that if they cannot procure food
for their troops with the Army they must go to Coimbra,
or elsewhere, where they can, for I cannot bear to see and
hear of brave soldiers dying for want of care.” (Wellington
to Mr. Charles Stuart, March 18, 1811.)

On the 17th of March the allied army crossed the Ceira,
from which Ney had withdrawn the previous night to
join Masséna, who had crossed the Alva by the Puente de
Murcella, and had taken up a strong position on the
further bank, with the intention of halting for some days.
He was, however, now hemmed in between the Alva,
which ran parallel to his line of retreat, and the Mondego.
Wellington quickly detected the weak point. Holding
the enemy in front with Anson’s and Pack’s Brigades,
together with the Light Division supported by the 6th ;
throwing forward Hawker’s Cavalry Brigade, the 3rd,
1st, and 5th Divisions with Ashworth’s Brigade, in
échelon over the Sierra de Guiteria, along the left bank
of the Alva, he very soon rendered Masséna’s position at
Puente de Murcella untenable. The enemy retired for
eight miles, and then halting, offered battle on the Sierra
de Moita. Picton, Leith, and Spencer thereupon con-
centrated at Arganil, threatening his line of retreat.
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CHAPTER XVIII
Fight at SBabugal—Masséna evacuates Portugal—Wellington’s cares.

LTHOUGH Masséna had been driven back to the
frontier of Portugal, his resourceful mind was by

no means exhausted, and he had every intention of
resuming the offensive. The Marshal lost no time in
planning new combinations. He resolved to leave all his
sick at Almeida, and to transfer his effective army by
way of S8abugal and Pena Macor on to the Elga, a con-
fluent of the Tagus, whence he would be in a position to
open up communication with King Joseph as well as
Soult. The design bears the impress of a powerful mind;
for, as Napier observes: “ A close and concentric direction
would thus have been given to the armies of the South,
the Centre and of Portugal, and a powerful demonstra-
tion against Lisbon would have brought Wellington back
to the Tagus. The conquests of the campaign, namely
Ciudad Rodrigo, Almeida, Badajoz, and Olivenza, would
have been preserved, and Bessiéres could have protected
Castille and menaced the frontier of Portugal.” But the
insubordination of his Army Corps commanders, which
had hampered Masséna so long, now rose to positive
mutiny. Ney refused to obey orders. Masséna there-
upon superseded him in the command of the 6th Corps,
and handed it to Loison as the senior Divisional General.
But the delay had thwarted the Prince of Essling’s plan.
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Wellington to attack Reynier:—The Cavalry Division
was ordered to join Erskine’s troops at daybreak on the
3rd and cross the upper Coa with a view to enveloping
the enemy’s left and intercepting his line of retreat on
Alfayetes. The Light Division, and the 3rd Division, on
the left of the Light, were ordered to cross the river by
fords 2,000 and 3,000 yards respectively below the
Cavalry. As soon as the movement of these troops
should begin to produce an effect, the 5th Division and
guns were to force the bridge of Sabugal and attack the
right centre of the French. The 1st and 7th Divisions
were to be in support, while the 6th was to remain at
Rampula opposite the 6th Corps. The objects of the
combination were to isolate Reynier and destroy his
Army Corps before the 6th and 8th could come to his
aid. But Sir William Erskine was not the person to be
entrusted with the most difficult task in an operation of
this kind; and, in addition, a variety of misadventures
occurred. The morning proved misty, and the various
units failed to reach their starting points in proper
time. An officious Staff Officer ordered Colonel Beck-
with, who commanded a Brigade of the Light Division,
to attack at once, although the flanking movements were
obviously incomplete, and of Beckwith’s Brigade only a
part was at hand. Crossing the river in obedience to
this peremptory command, Beckwith, instead of being
able to pass round the French flank, found himself in
immediate contact with their left. ‘ The attack,” says
Napier, “ was thus untimely, partial, dangerous, and on
the wrong point; for Reynier’s whole Corps was in front,
and Beckwith, having only one bayonet battalion and
four companies of riflemen, was assailing 12,000 Infantry
supported by Cavalry and Artillery.” The Brigade
reached the top of the hill overlooking Reynier’s camp,
and thus happily secured a good defensive position, being
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ments do not answer unless one is on the spot to direct
every trifing movement. I was on a hill on the left of
the Coa, immediately above the town, till the 3rd and
5th Divisions crossed, whence I could see every move-
ment on both sides, and could communicate with ease
with everybody ; but that was not enough.”

Perhaps Wellington himself was something to blame
for the comparative failure. To entrust a delicate
manceuvre to men such as Slade and Erskine was to
court failure. General Officers were, it is true, very
scarce. Seven, as already noted, were absent. Of those
remaining, Picton was the best. During the pursuit of
Masséna the 3rd Division had worked splendidly. Its
light troops, under Williams, were inferior to none in the
army ; and Picton, although rough in manner, and conse-
quently not much liked by Wellington, was a man of
undoubted ability, and far more likely than Erskine to
attain success in such a case as this.

On the morning of the fight at Sabugal, Wellington
sustained a severe loss in the capture of Colonel Waters,
an officer of the Headquarter Staff, by a patrol of the
enemy. The story of Waters’ adventures and marvellous
escape a few days later is told with variations by Napier
and Gronow; but, though it need not be repeated here,
‘Waters was such a remarkable man as to deserve a pass-
ing mention. Gronow* says of him: * Without using the
word in an offensive sense, he was the most admirable
spy that was ever attached to an army. One would
almost have thought that the Spanish war was entered
upon and carried on in order to display his remarkable
qualities. He could assume the character of Spaniards
of every degree and station, so as to deceive the most
acute of those whom he delighted to imitate. . . . But
what rendered him more efficient than all was his won-

* ¢« Reminiscences,” vol. i. pp. 14-18.
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purposes for the last time, by the French. Napier points
out that Wellington had effected what to others appeared
incredibly rash and useless to attempt. Yet it has pleased
certain French writers to stigmatise him as a person
without life or energy, and devoid of every military
quality except excessive caution, not realising how greatly
such criticism recoils upon their own countrymen.

‘“ Masséna,” says Napier (bk. xii. ch. 5), ‘entered
Portugal with 65,000 men, and his reinforcements at
Santarem were about 10,000; he repassed the frontier
with 45,000 ; the invasion therefore cost him 30,000 men,
of which 14,000 might have fallen by the sword or
been taken. Not more than 6,000 were lost during the
retreat.”” The campaign proves the truth of Soult’s
judgment on Masséna given in later days: * Excellent
in great danger; negligent and of no goodness out of
danger.” His advance into Portugal, when every pros-
pect was bright, was marked by grievous errors. His line
of advance upon a single road—and that the worst in
Portugal ; his dilatory yet unprepared attack upon the
Busaco mountain can hardly be accounted for except by
a combination of carelessness and overweening con-
fidence. His irresolution in not making an immediate
attack upon the lines of Torres on his arrival may have
been decisive of the whole campaign, for in view of the
confusion prevalent at the moment within the lines,
which were thronged with disorganised multitudes of
refugees, it is impossible to say that the French might
not have succeeded in forcing both the outer and second
lines of earthworks, with the result that Wellington
would have been compelled to retire—not improbably in
disorder—upon the inner line, with no alternative but to
embark as best he might. That Masséna did not make
the attack is no doubt due to his recent terrible repulse
at Busaco. He is often spoken of as an old man. He
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the Emperor as to the state of politics in England. He
thoroughly appreciated the cowardice of the British
Government and its lack of confidence in the ability of
its General. He knew that it was pitifully weak in
Parliament, that it was anxious to withdraw its troops
from the Peninsula, and that in the event of its defeat,
which was more than probable, the Opposition on
assuming the reins of government would at once
do so.

In regard to matters of detail the Emperor was equally
well informed. He regularly received the English news-
papers, which published Wellington’s despatches, giving
every detail of the works at Torres Vedras, their garri-
sons, and the number of their guns. Disgraceful as it
was on the part of the newspapers to publish such
information, the manner in which it was communicated
to the Press was still more disgraceful ; for it was derived
from letters written in some cases directly to the news-
papers by officers of high rank in Wellington’s Army, the
Adjutant-General being, it is said, one of the principal
offenders.

Being thus aware of the exact state of our affairs both
at home and abroad, the Emperor knew that the question
of the British occupation of Portugal hung on a thread,
and was determined not to lose the golden opportunity of
driving Wellington into the sea. He had never ceased to
urge Masséna and Soult to redoubled efforts to that end,
making perhaps hardly enough allowance for the physical
obstacles to be encountered, and not realising the in-
domitable energy and tenacity of the British Commander.
Thus his disappointment at Masséna’s failure was pro-
portionate to his sense of the opportunity lost, for which
Masséna’s hardihood at Santarem and the brilliant
conduct of his retreat could by no means atone.

To Wellington the campaign had been a succession of
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save its own soldiers from dying of hunger; at another to
revive the drooping spirits of the Ministers in England
and spur them to continued effort. His sorely needed
reinforcements he was unable to get before March—the
‘Walcheren fiasco had in fact played such havoc with our
Army that there were no regiments available at home—
but he pointed out the fallacies contained in their state-
ments as to the expense of the war, encouraged them by
showing that his views had proved correct in the past
and might not unreasonably be expected to continue to
prove correct in the future, and concluded a despatch
to Lord Liverpool on March 23rd with these weighty
words : “ My opinion has been that it was the interest
of Great Britain to employ in Portugal the largest Army
that could be spared from other services. . . . I should
be sorry if Government should think themselves under
the necessity of withdrawing from this country on
account of the expense of the contest. From what I
have seen of the objects of the French Government, and
the sacrifices they make to accomplish them, I have no
doubt that if the British Army were for any reason to
withdraw from the Peninsula, and the French Govern-
ment were relieved from the pressure of all military
operations on the Continent, they would incur all risks to
land an Army in His Majesty’s dominions. This indeed
would commence an expensive contest; then would His
Majesty’s subjects discover what are the miseries of war,
of which, by the blessing of God, they have hitherto had
no knowledge; and the cultivation, the beauty, and
prosperity of the country, and the virtue and happiness
of its inhabitants would be destroyed, whatever might be
the result of the military operations. God forbid that
I should be a witness, much less an actor in the
scene. . . .”

Supported at home only by his brother, Liord Wellesley,
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and in the Peninsula only by his brother Henry and
Charles Stuart, the envoys at Cadiz and Lisbon respec-
tively, mistrusted by the Government in England; plotted
against by the Government in Portugal ; deserted even by
his* General Officers, Wellington stands out a figure of
heroic mould, towering above the Liliputians around him,
and tearing himself from the meshes of the net with
which they were continually striving to encircle him.
““Unus homo nobis cunctando restituit rem. Noenum
rumores ponebat ante salutem.” One man single-handed
restored the balance by his patient tenacity, for the great
ultimate object, not temporary dash, was his aim.
Portugal was saved not by, but in spite of, her own and
the British Governments.
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CHAPTER XIX

Affairs in the South—Battle of Barossa—Fall of Campo Mayor—
Recaptured by Beresford, who then advances to the Guadiana
—Crosses the river.

HEN Soult left Cadiz to co-operate with Masséna,

the 1st and 4th Army Corps remained in occupa-
tion of Andalusia, the former under Victor continuing the
blockade of Cadiz, the latter, commanded by Sebastiani,
acting partly as a covering force, partly to keep order in
the centre and east of the province. On the 15th of
February the strength of the 1st Corps was about 23,500
officers and men, of whom 20,572, with 1,386 horses, were
actually present under arms. The 4th Corps comprised
19,143 officers and men, of whom 16,703 with 4,007
horses were present under arms. A reinforcement of
5,200 men from the Northern Government was on the
march to join the 1st; and one of 6,000 to join the 4th
Corps.

As soon as Soult had marched away, General Graham,
who commanded the British troops within the Isla de
Leon, determined to embark & force, land it at Tarifa,
and, by approaching the French from the rear, to compel
them to raise the blockade. The idea was for Ballesteros
to menace Seville simultaneously, while Sebastiani was to
be held in check by the partidas. The project was in the
first instance spoilt by bad weather, but not abandoned;
and towards the end of February, 1811, not less than 600
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Under Soult’s government Andalusia had been re-
markably tranquil, and many Spaniards, who (having
taken the oath of allegiance to King Joseph) were termed
“ Juramentados,” served with the French army. The
landing of the allied force, however, served to light up
the spirit of insurrection, while Ballesteros advancing
from Fregenal, menaced Seville. The French troops
thereupon concentrated : Sebastiani at Estipona; other
forces at Seville, Cordova, and Ecija. Victor occupied the
lines in front of the Isla at Cadiz with a force composed
partly of regular troops, partly of Juramentados. Medina
was held by four battalions under General Cassagne, and
the Marshal retained the remainder of the 1st Army Corps
under his own personal command, its strength being as
follows :—

Officers
and Men.
1st Division. General Ruffin 9th Regiment (2 Batts.) 1,108
24th 680
géth  ,, (2 Batts.) 1,849
2nd Division. General Leval  45th ” 464
8h (2 Batts.) 1,439
54th » 1,148
Battalion d'Elite 439
1st Dragoons 222
Artillery 238
8rd Division. General Villatte 27th Regiment (2 Batts.) 1,601
94th 945
95th  ,, (2 Batts) 1,042
2nd Dragoons 165
Total 10,786

(These figures represent the number of men under arms and
available for service. They are taken from a * State ' made out a
few days after the battle of Barossa, and include those killed and
wounded in the battle. The numbers must consequently be taken
only as approximate, but should be very nearly correct.)

On the 2nd of March, Villatte was despatched with his
Division and the 2nd Dragoons against a Spanish force
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time to dry their clothing and equipment, and with a
view to bringing them into action in good fettle, Graham
had begged La Pena to make short marches. But the
Spaniard seemed to think it necessary to show his
superiority by thwarting his colleague on every point;
and it was not until 8 a.m. next morning that, after
a sixteen hours’ march and a skirmish, in which the
advance guard of Spanish Cavalry was routed by a French
squadron, the wearied and straggling army debouched on
to the plain of Chiclana.

La Pena’s pusillanimous conduct at Casa Vieja had
shaken the confidence of his allies and led to bad results.
Writing from Tarifa on the 27th of February, he had
informed General Zayas at Cadiz that Medina would be
in his hands on the 2nd of March, and that he would be
close to the Isla de Leon on the evening of the 3rd.
Zayas, without ascertaining whether Lia Pena had been
able to keep his word, threw a pontoon bridge across
the Santi Petri, close to its mouth, on the night of the
3rd. Next day La Pens, as we have seen, was not at
hand, but at night the bridge was attacked by four com-
panies of the French and partly broken. The Spaniards
lost hundreds of men, and had the attack been made in
greater force the Isla would have fallen into the enemy’s
hands. The position of La Pena and Graham, with
Sebastiani on their rear and Victor on their front and flank,
would in such a case have been perilous in the extreme.
As it was, the attack was eventually repelled, although
with difficulty and the assistance of the British 10-inch
howitzers from the Isla.

On reaching the plain of Chiclana, Lia Pena, without
waiting to communicate with Zayas, despatched Liardi-
zabal to the mouth of the Santi Petri. After a sharp
encounter with Villatte, Lardizabal and Zayas joined
hands and occupied the left bank of the Santi Petri,
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seized the opportunity to attack. His immediate force
consisted of 7,000 men and 14 guns, and he momen-
tarily expected the arrival of Cassagne’s Brigade, which
he had called up from Medina.

La Pena, without acquainting Graham, had withdrawn
the Prince of Anglona’s Division by the road skirting the
sea in the direction of Santi Petri. On the Cerro, under
command of Whittingham remained the Cavalry Brigade,
five Spanish battalions, four guns, and Browne’s battalion.
Hardly was Graham out of sight when a disorderly move-
ment of the Spaniards on his right warned Browne of the
approach of the French Cavalry, which was outflanking
the Allies with a view to seizing the road to Vejer.
‘Whittingham, without further ado, quitted the position,
abandoning the four guns, and leaving Browne to bear
the whole brunt of the threatened attack. The French
Cavalry now wheeled directly towards the British rear-
guard, and, opening out, displayed guns and a large force
of Infantry close behind. With less than 500 men it was
impossible to make head against the whole French Army,
and Browne therefore withdrew his little force slowly
and steadfastly, following Graham in the direction of
Bermeja, while the baggage made the best of its way, but
in considerable disorder, down to the sea coast.*

At this moment General Graham was warned by Staff
Officers of Victor’s approach. Turning his Division about
he met Browne, and instantly ordered that officer to
retake the Cerro de Puerco, supporting him in person.
Browne and his battalion obeyed with alacrity. Leval
on the enemy’s right, and Ruffin on his left with eight
guns, were already in possession of the hill, and received
Browne with so deadly a volley that 11 officers and

* Tt is only fair to say that Whittingham, in his report to La Pena,
stated that the English battalion retired first. The balance of
evidence would, however, seem to be to the contrary.
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Meanwhile, on the British right, Dilkes, with the
Guards and some companies of the 67th, who in the
confusion had attached themselves to him, gained
the top of the Cerro de Puerco. But Ruffin and
Rousseau resolutely maintained their position, and the
opposing lines fought at ten yards’ distance. Victory
hung in the balance. It almost seemed as though the
Homeric contests were being renewed. Victor on the
one side, Graham on the other, were copspicuous in
the front, cheering on their men. But the terrific
struggle was too hot to last, and Graham’s loud shout
“Charge !’ was answered by a British cheer and a rush,
and the next moment the enemy’s troops were hurled
down the steep slopes of the ridge. In their retreat
they came in contact with Leval’s men, and in spite of
their terrible losses both Divisions re-formed and gallantly
attempted to renew the contest.

The fire, however, of Duncan’s guns quickly put an end
to the attempt. Béguines brought up the Spanish regi-
ments of Guards in support of Dilkes; and as the enemy
resumed his retreat Colonel Frederick Ponsonby, a Staff
Officer, bringing up the two squadrons 2nd Hussars K.G. L.
from Whittingham’s Brigade, charged and re-charged
through the French Dragoons, who were covering the
retirement of their Infantry, and was only checked by
Rousseaun’s grenadiers thrown into squares. Had Whit-
tingham brought up the remainder of his Brigade to
support Ponsonby great results might have followed,
but Whittingham was chained by the advance of an
imaginary column of French Infantry, and showed him-
self as inert and spiritless as the Spanish Commander-in-
Chief. In after years he pleaded the strict orders of La
Pena in excuse. He gave no such reason in his official
report at the time.

The British troops, exhausted by their long march and



Shelch of the march Lo Barossc:

18,

March

Estd

-/II" ’//l,a, ,, /I"/uu
W Bhigh
. vu,,,

l/”“ h’l//nl E

\

N
3
0

Miles

Scale of Miles.

a[./....-‘?



382 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

want of food, were unable to follow the enemy in pursuit,
and Victor drew off his men unmolested, although in
great disorder, upon Chiclana. Two hours later he was
joined by Cassagne. The fight had lasted for only an
hour and a half, but it would be difficult to instance a
modern battle in which the carnage was as great. Of
the 12,000 men engaged on both sides, no less than 3,300
were struck down. The British loss, 1,242 out of 5,000,
amounted to 25 per cent.; that of the French to 2,061,
or 30 per cent. of their strength. The heaviest casualties
occurred in Browne’s flank battalion, which lost two-
thirds of its numbers, and in the 8th French Regiment,
which lost rather more than half. The French Chief of
the Staff, General Bellegarde, was killed; Generals Ruffin
and Rousseau were mortally wounded. 8ix guns were
taken by the victors, and Graham in his despatch claims
400 prisoners, but these would seem to be wounded men
already included among the French casualties. The
Kagle of the 8th Regiment was one of five taken
actually in battle during the Peninsular campaigns.
The others were captured at Salamanca and Vittoris,
one of them also by the 8T7th.

From want of transport the wounded were left on the
field all night. Among them was General Rousseau.
He had left in camp a white poodle. The dog, finding
that his master did not return, set off in search of him.
During the night he found him lying on the ground,
licked his hand, and succeeded in drawing the attention
of the fatigue parties who were engaged in gathering the .
wounded. The General died a few hours afterwards, but
the poodle refused to leave his master’s body, and followed
it to the grave. General Graham then took care of the
dog, and sent it home to Perthshire, where it lived for
many years.

While the action at Barossa was in progress Lardiza
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Legentil and Garbé, an attack at daybreak next morn-
ing would have had very serious results, and was dreaded
accordingly. But the Spaniards were immovable, and in
view of the manner in which he had been treated, Graham
resumed the independent command of his own troops and
marched them across the Santri Petri into the Isla. The
only action taken on the 6th was that of Admiral Keats,
who landed seamen and marines, and destroyed several of
the French works on the north side of the bay, whereupon
Victor retired from Chiclana, and concentrated behind
the San Pedro river ; but the Spaniards made no effort
to follow up the blow, and Victor two days afterwards
returned to Chiclana.

Thus ended an enterprise well conceived, and which, if
equally well carried out, should have effected its purpose
of raising the blockade of Cadiz. But, as Wellington had
long ago found to his cost, any plan involving co-opera-
tion with a Spanish force was certain to fail. The diver-
sion of Ballesteros proved a fiasco, and, but for the
enemy’s blunders, Graham might eagily have been
involved in disaster. Napoleon put his finger on the
blot of Soult’s combination. That officer, on quitting
Seville, should have placed Sebastiani and Godinot under
Victor’s orders. (Napoleon to Berthier, March 29-30,
1811.) Asit turned out, Sebastiani at Estipona was about
eighty miles from the scene of action, opposed only
by a few irregular bands. Had he marched towards the
Allies as soon as he heard of the British landing at
Algesiras he might well have been at Conil on the
evening of the 4th, and have come up to Barossa next
morning in time to co-operate in Victor’s attack. In
that case it is difficult to see how the British force could
have escaped destruction.

On hearing at Badajoz of the battle of Barossa, Soult
waited only to receive the surrender of the fortress, and
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the Governor of Badajoz, time to repair the fortifications
and re-victual the garrison.

There were many difficulties in the way of making a
bridge over the Guadiana, and it was not until the night
of the 6th-7th of April that the Army crossed and took
up a position on the left bank, undisturbed by Latour
Maubourg, who with a Brigade of Cavalry, an Infantry
Division, and four guns came up too late to oppose the
passage, and was allowed to retire unmolested. Beres-
ford then advanced to Albuera; Mendizabel, with the
5th Spanish Army, reoccupied Valencia and Albu-
querque ; and Ballesteros, Fregenal. Blake was placed
by Castanos, Captain-General of KEstremadura, under
command of Beresford.

Olivenza surrendered to the Allies on the 14th. Beres-
ford marched on Zafra to drive Latour Maubourg over
the Morena and cut off the Brigade of General Maransin.
In a skirmish with a Brigade of the enemy’s Cavalry the
13th Light Dragoons, a fine dashing regiment, once more
distinguished themselves by overthrowing their opponents
and pursuing them for six miles, inflicting a loss of 250
men.

On the 21st, Wellington arrived in person. In the
belief that Masséna was exhausted, he had been con-
templating the project of advancing with the bulk of
his army to raise the siege of Cadiz, leaving only a
retaining force in Beira. But on the 24th, letters from
Sir Brent Spencer, whom he had left temporarily in
command on the Coa, brought news of a fresh advance
on the part of Masséna, and Wellington at once
hastened back to the north.
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not materially altered. In order, therefore, to enable
Masséna to resume the offensive, the loyal co-operation
of Bessiéres was a sine qud non. But the latter, whether
imbued with jealousy of his colleague—a vice which has
been notoriously and disgracefully prevalent in more
recent campaigns waged by other nations than the
French—or with inertness arising from his openly
expressed dislike of the war, made every possible pretext
to evade the orders of the Emperor (officially conveyed to
him) to aid Masséna with 15,000 men. Again and again
did Masséna write in the nicest and most friendly terms,
appealing to his colleague’s patriotism in view of the
urgent need for the immediate relief of Almeida, whose
resources, it was known, were rapidly becoming exhausted.
Bessitres still hung back, but Masséna, hearing that
Lord Wellington had gone down to Badajoz, determined
to make the effort in his absence and prior to the removal
of the 9th Army Corps, which he could only count on for
a short time longer, since Napoleon, foreseeing that
Wellington would wish to concentrate his troops for the
relief of Cadiz, had assigned this Corps to the Army of
the South.

Towards the end of April Masséna advanced from
Salamanca and on the 26th concentrated at Ciudad
Rodrigo. As Bessiéres had brought no supplies, he was
dependent for subsistence on the fortress which he had
twice provisioned. The practice of marauding had been
strictly forbidden as soon as the French army had retired
from Portugal into Spain.

Meanwhile the British commander had as many diffi-
culties to contend with as his opponent. An intercepted
letter from Berthier to Masséna spoke of a combined
effort designed by the Emperor by which the British
would be driven back into Lisbon by the armies of
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at dawn on the 5th a company of Light Infantry belong-
ing to the 8th Corps surprised Julian Sanchez and his
guerillas asleep ; killed thirty of them and put the rest to
flight. The good faith of Sanchez is open to question.
He had undoubtedly been tampered with, as Thiébault
openly states. Anyhow, he did not halt until he had
placed the Turones between himself and his assailants,
and by so doing had laid bare the whole of Wellington’s
right flank. The two battalions of the 7th Division
which held Pozo Velho were driven out, and the masses
of Montbrun’s Cavalry, supported by four batteries of
Artillery and four Divisions of Infantry, were thrown
across the marsh upon Wellington’s right flank and rear.
Masséna, almost without firing a shot, had thus early
gained an enormous strategical advantage. He was over-
poweringly strong at the crucial point. He already
commanded the British line of retreat; and it only
remained to drive the attack home, roll up Wellington's
line of battle and hurl him into the Douro.

But Wellington was always at his best when in a tight
place; and in fighting a losing battle, unequalled.
Promptly moving the 1st and 3rd Divisions to their right
to make head against the 6th Corps, he despatched the
Light Division at the same time in support of the 7th,
and the Cavalry—whose two Brigades mustered only 1,000
Sabres—to guard its outer flank.

Montbrun quickly drove in the Cavalry videttes, and in
so doing cut off Captain Norman Ramsay, who was on
outpost duty, with two guns of Bull's Battery, R.H.A.
But Ramsay, with great presence of mind, limbered up
and with the assistance of a Squadron of the 14th,
charged through the enemy’s ranks and regained his own
lines in safety. A Cavalry melde then took place. The
British Squadrons, out-numbered and over-matched, got
the worst of it; and Montbrun, pursuing his advantage,
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taken ; the remainder of the French column crossed in
safety, but Colonel Cochrane, rashly following them over
the bridge with the 36th in the excitement of the
moment, was repelled by Heudelet with some loss.

Wellington was furious. He characterised the escape
of the garrison as * the most disgraceful military event
that has yet occurred to us.” He censured severely, and
with reason, Colonel Cochrane. He seems to have had
an inkling as to the reason that the 4th had not occupied
Barba de Puerco; but it was a rule with Wellington to
shield—at all events, in public—the General Officers on
his Staff and to reserve his censure for the regimental
officers, however little they may have been to blame.
The Colonel of the 4th was so much hurt by his Chief’s
strictures that he shot himself.

But allowance must be made for the British Com-
mander. For three years he had waged war, not only
against the French, but against his own and the Portu-
guese Government as well. During all that period his
mind had been on the rack. It is hardly therefore a
matter for surprise if his nature became seared as with
a hot iron, and that, having once formed an opinion,
whether right or wrong, nothing would induce him to
change it. Thus it happened than on occasions his firm-
ness degenerated into obstinacy, and instances like the
present one account for the feeling with which he was
regarded by his troops. He had their unlimited confi-
dence and respect, but never their affection. To the
private soldier he was ‘ That long-nosed b—— that licks
the French.” It is probable indeed that at times he
must have been regarded both by officers and men as a
fiend in human form. Success was absolutely essential
to his position. Had he met with reverses it is impos-
gible to say that he could have induced his troops to
make any such renewed efforts as were made by Buller’s
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talent, patriotism, and fortitude, his only reward was
disgrace. It was not long before time brought its
revenge, and France anxiously sought again the services
of her most distinguished Marshal.

Bessitres deservedly received a stinging reprimand
from Napoleon. ‘The Emperor sees that you have been
useless to the Army of Portugal. . . . Why all this
reluctance to concentrate and employ your troops in
presence of our implacable foes, the English ? The
Emperor hopes you will retrieve the enormous blunders
that you have made. You have about 50,000 men under
your command. What a splendid opportunity to con-
centrate them at once to support the Prince of Essling
and crush the English !’

Marmont assumed command with an air of *‘ cocksure-
ness,” and within three days wrote to tell Berthier that
he was convinced that the present unfortunate position
of the army was due to the unwillingness of Masséna to
give battle either during his retreat or his operations around
Almeida although he had several opportunities of fighting
such & battle, which * he would have certainly won,” and
by so doing have altered the whole face of the campaign.

The irony of fate destined Marmont at a very early
date to show hesitation in attack, under circumstances
far more favourable than his predecessor had enjoyed ;
and also to learn by bitter experience that a battle with
British soldiers commanded by Wellington was by no
means évidemment gagnée.

The reflections of Marbot, who was one of Masséna’s
Aides-de-Camp during this campaign, are worth notice.
““I ought,” he says, ‘ to point out the chief causes of the
reverses sustained by the French (in the Peninsula), in
spite of the fact that our troops nowhere showed more
zeal, more patience—above all, more valour. . . . King






406 WELLINGTON’S OPERATIONS

CHAPTER XXI

Beresford besieges Badajoz—Battle of Albuera—Hill relieves Beres-
ford.

ARDLY had Masséna retired from Fuentes d’Onoro

than news came from Beresford of the advance of
Soult in force upon Badajoz. Marmont had withdrawn
his army to the neighbourhood of Salamanca. Wellington
at once took action. Leaving the Cavalry, the 1st, 5th,
6th, and Light Divisions on the Azava, he despatched
the 7th Division on the 13th of May, and the 3rd on the
14th en route for Badajoz; but being detained by the
Almeida transaction, was unfortunately unable to follow
in person before the 15th.

Before quitting Beresford in April, Wellington decided
not to undertake the siege of Badajoz until Castanos, as
Captain General, had consented to the following arrange-
ments: Blake and Ballesteros to take post at Xerez
Cavalheros and Burgillo ; Mendizabel at Llerena to
watch the passes of the Morena ; Castanos himself to
occupy Merida. Beresford, in second line, to cover the
siege. Albuera, as a central position, to be the point of
concentration for battle.

These arrangements having been assented to, the 2nd
Division with 6 field guns, commanded by William
Stewart, on the 5th of May invested Badajoz on the left
bank of the Guadiana. The 4th and a Spanish Division
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hospital, amounted to nearly 66,000 officers and men ; but
more than 20,000 were required for the blockade of Cadiz,
and after detaching an adequate number to hold in check
the insurgents of Murcia and the garrisons of Tarifa,
Algeciras, and Gibraltar, there were left for the Marshal
only 2 Divisions of Cavalry, 4 Brigades of Infantry and
30 guns drawn from the 1st, 4th, and 5th Army Corps.
In the event of being joined by the 9th Corps and by a
Division from the Army of the Centre he hoped to raise
his numbers to 35,000 men and 40 guns.

Having quitted Seville on the 10th of May, Soult
reached Villa Franca on the 14th. In accordance with
previous arrangement, Beresford on the morning of the
15th took post at Albuera. He drew up his Infantry on
a ridge nearly three miles in length, fronting due east ;
its centre commanding the village and stream of Albuera
at a distance of about 900 yards. Hamilton’s Portuguese
Division was on the left, its outer flank guarded by
Colonel Otway with a Brigade of Portuguese Cavalry.
The 2nd Division was posted in the centre to protect the
line of retreat upon Valverde. The right of the position
on the strongest ground was left for the Spaniards, but
so dilatory was Blake that he did not arrive with his
advance guard before 11 p.m., and was not in position
before 3 a.m. on the 16th. A Brigade consisting of two
Light Battalions K.G.L. under Baron Charles Alten,
which had been despatched by Wellington from Celorico
early in April, occupied the village of Albuera. * The
ascent from the river was easy, and the ground practicable
for Cavalry and Artillery.”” The 4th Division was still in
front of Badajoz, but Cole had orders to bring up Kemmis’
Brigade (which was before San Christoval) over the
Guadiana by a ford above the fortress, and to hold his
other two Brigades in readiness to march at the shortest
notice.
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order, but Cole arrived with two Brigades at 9 a.m. on
the 16th, just as the battle began, and was posted in
rear of the 2nd Division. His 3rd Brigade, under
Kemmis, had failed to ford the Guadiana, and was
marching up by the bridge of Jerumenha. The main
body of the Allied Cavalry was commanded by General
Lumley, and drawn up in rear of the centre. In point of
numbers the advantage rested with the Allies, for Beres-
ford had under his command, according to our English
computation, over 2,000 Cavalry, 30,000 Infantry, and 38
guns, in reality about 38,000 officers and men of all arms,
including 15,000 Spaniards. But of these the British
Infantry counted less than 8,000 of all ranks. The
Portuguese and Germans might indeed be expected to
give loyal support; but the whole course of the war had
shown the Spanish troops to be worse than useless, and
their Commander, General Blake, was out of temper at
being placed under Beresford.

Soult, who had been joined by Dessolle’s Reserve
Division from the Army of the Centre, the headquarters
of which were at Madrid, did not fail to notice the
defective manner in which the Albuera position had
been occupied, and realised that an attack in overwhelm-
ing force upon the right flank of the Allies would inevit-
ably roll it up, and drive it from the ridge and over the
line of retreat to Valverde. Taking advantage, therefore,
of the hill already mentioned between the Feria and
Albuera streams, he massed behind it, unnoticed by
Beresford, the whole of Latour Maubourg’s Cavalry, the
5th Corps—now commanded by Girard—and all his guns
but ten. The Brigade of Godinot, supported by the
remaining ten guns and two Brigades of Light Cavalry,
with Werlé’s Infantry Brigade in reserve, was directed to
attack the bridge and village of Albuera.

At 9 a.m, on the 16th, Godinot’s guns opened the
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advantage, brought up his reserves of Infantry and
Artillery. The moment was critical, but General Stewart
was now at hand with the 2nd Division. Conscious of
the appalling danger, that officer, disregarding the wish of
the Brigadier, Colborne, to deploy, pushed his foremos$
Brigade (consisting of the Buffs, 2nd Battalion 48th,
66th, and 31st) up the hill, past the Spanish right, in
column of companies. The result was that which
happened to the 58th at Lang’s Nek seventy years after-
wards. Encountered on the top by a heavy fire, the
Brigade, while attempting to deploy, broke into a charge.
But at this moment the French Division of Light Cavalry,
covered by the heavy mist and rain, appeared suddenly
from the enemy’s left, took the Brigade in flank and rear,
overwhelmed the Buffs and 66th, and captured six guns.
The fury of the charge was partly spent by the time it
reached the 31st on the left. That regiment, which was
still in column, forming square most gallantly held its
ground ; then, the mist clearing away, General Lumley
rapidly brought up four squadrons, and taking the French
Cavalry in the disorder of its charge, cut down many and
dispersed the remainder.

General Houghton now brought up his—the 3rd—
Brigade, consisting of the 29th, 57th, and 1st Battalion
48th, properly deployed and in good order, although the
regiments were harassed in their advance by a mass of
broken Spaniards falling to the rear. The 2nd Brigade,
under Colonel Abercrombie, of the 28th, also came into
action on the left of the 3rd, and part of the Spanish
Infantry advanced once more. Ably supported by the
Artillery under Julius Hartmann, the Allies held their
own, yet only with great difficulty, and, had the enemy
deployed in time, must have been overwhelmed by his
fire. It was too late for the French to do so now under
the terrific fire of the British line, but the desperate con-
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their artillery whistled through the British ranks. Myers
(commanding the Fusilier Brigade) was killed, Cole and
the three Colonels, Ellis, Blakeney, and Hawkshaw, fell
wounded, and the Fusilier Battalions, struck by the iron
tempest, reeled and staggered like sinking ships; but
suddenly and sternly recovering, they closed on their
terrible enemies, and then was seen with what a strength
and majesty the British soldier fights. In vain did Soult
with voice and gesture animate his Frenchmen, in vain
did the hardiest veterans break from the crowded columns
and sacrifice their lives to gain time for the mass to open
out on such a fair field ; in vain did the mass itself bear
up, and fiercely striving, fire indiscriminately upon friends
and foes, while the horsemen hovering on the flank
threatened to charge the advancing line. Nothing could
stop that astonishing infantry. No sudden burst of
undisciplined valour, no nervous enthusiasm weakened
the stability of their order, their flashing eyes were bent
on the dark columns in their front, their measured tread
shook the ground, their dreadful volleys swept away the
head of every formation, their deafening shouts over-
powered the dissonant cries that broke from all parts of
the tumultuous crowd, as slowly and with a horrid
carnage it was pushed by the incessant vigour of the
attack to the farthest edge of the hill.* In vain did the
French reserves mix with the struggling multitude to
sustain the fight, their efforts only increased the irre-
mediable confusion, and the mighty mass, breaking off
like a loosened cliff, went headlong down the steep; the
rain flowed after in streams discoloured with blood, and
eighteen hundred unwounded men, the remnant of six
thousand unconquerable British soldiers, stood triumphant
on the fatal hill.”

* A remarkable testimony to the superiority of the line over the
column formation.
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Regiment belonging to this Brigade had hardly 100 officers
and men remaining. The 57th lost 400 out of 570
bayonets. In the Fusilier Brigade, the 1st Battalion
of the 7th had lost 66 killed and 285 wounded ; the 2nd
Battalion, 48 killed and 294 wounded. The 23rd had 76
killed and 257 wounded. One company was brought out
of action by a corporal. It was found necessary to
amalgamate the two battalions of the 7th and the 48th;
and so heavy were the losses in Colborne’s Brigade that
the Buffs, 29th, 31st, 57th, and 66th had to be formed
into one provisional battalion. Five weeks after the
battle these five regiments could muster only 813 bayonets
between them. A howitzer and the colours of the three
regiments which in 1809 had formed Hill’s Brigade were
taken by the enemy.

The loss of the French was ascertained to exceed 7,000.
The effect of the fire of the Brigades of Abercrombie and
Myers into the flanks of Soult’s crowded columns must
have been terrific. Five French Generals were killed or
wounded : among the former was Werlé; among the
latter, Maransin.

The Spanish Commander refused to lend aid to our
wounded, and so few of our own men were left to
perform the most ordinary duties that those injured had
to be left lying where they were for hours, or indeed,
days. On the 20th—four days after the action—an eye-
witness saw the chapel at Albuera full of the French
wounded. Many, with limbs amputated, were lying on
the hard stones without even straw.

Thus ended the Battle of Albuera, of which Wellington
in a private letter quaintly remarked : * They "—the
Allies—* were never determined to fight it ; they did not
occupy the ground as they ought; they were ready to
run away at every moment from the time it commenced
till the French retired ; and if it had not been for me who
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allowing sentiments of patriotism to outweigh their
feelings of repulsion towards their present ally.

The night after the battle passed, as already noted, in
gloom. Beresford, suffering no doubt from the reaction
after the strain and excitement, was in the depths of
despair. He wrote to Wellington, anticipating a renewal
of the action in the morning, and a defeat which he
was determined not to survive.

The Marshal’'s fears proved happily groundless.
Kemmis’s Brigade of the 4th Division came up in the
morning, and during the 17th the armies remained in
their respective positions. At nightfall, however, Soult
sent away his wounded and retreated early on the 18th
by Los Santos to Llerena. At daybreak on the 19th
Hamilton’s Portuguese Division resumed the investment
of Badajoz on the left bank of the Guadiana. Wellington
arrived in person on the same day. The 3rd and 7th
Divisions came up on the 25th and completed the
investment on the right bank.

At Wellington’s instance, Beresford took up a position
at Almendralejos; but the pressing needs of the Portu-
guese Army urgently required his presence at Lisbon, for
out of 40,000 regular troops whom he had organised, more
than half had deserted or died of hunger; and General
Hill, who happily returned from England at the opportune
moment, relieved Beresford and resumed his old com-
mand.



